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Catholic Education Week is held each year in May in our 29 Ontario Catholic School Boards. Catholic 

Education Week 2027 is scheduled to take place during the week of May 2 – May 7. Throughout the year, 

OCSTA will be providing Catholic school boards with special prayers, events, and other resources. 

 

The 2026-2027 Catholic Education theme is: 

 

Catholic Education: Becoming Artisans of Peace 

L’éducation catholique: Devenir artisans de Paix 

 

The themes for Catholic Education 2026-2027 are inspired by the following considerations: 

 

▪ Pope Leo XIV, in his message for the 40th World Youth Day, calls us to become active artisans of 

peace. In a world wounded by conflict, division, and indifference, his message invites us to build 

bridges where there are divisions and to reflect Christ’s heart in every encounter. 

 

▪ The recent, Apostolic Letter on Catholic Education: “Drawing New Maps of Hope”, Pope Leo 

XIV invites us to “disarm our words” in a polarized world; to “raise our gaze toward heaven”; to 

cultivate spaces of silence, interiority, and contemplation; and to build bridges instead of walls. 

 

▪ “Peace be with you!” With those words, the risen Jesus greeted His followers after Easter—and 

with those words, the newly-elected Pope Leo XIV greeted the world as the new Bishop of Rome. 

From the Church’s beginnings, the desire for deep and lasting peace has been a central pillar of 

Christian life. Each time at Mass, we exchange a sign of peace with each other before we come 

forward to receive Jesus in the Eucharist. Our Holy Father’s message reminds us that peace is not 

only something we hope for or pray about—it is something we are called to live. 

 

▪ Jesus declares in the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:9) that those who make peace are blessed by God. 

Becoming artisans of peace is something which is crafted patiently and lovingly through our daily 

words and actions. 

 

▪ The year 2026 marks the 800th anniversary of the death of St. Francis of Assisi, one of the saints 

who most powerfully embodied what peace-making looks like, and Pope Leo has proclaimed a 

“Franciscan Jubilee Year,” inviting the whole Church to reflect on how the example of Assisi’s 

most cherished son can still inspire and guide us. We are all keenly aware of the conflicts and 

uncertainties of our world, which remind us of the urgent need to pray, and work, for just and 

lasting peace. 

 

We extend deep appreciation to the OCSTA Catholic Education Resource Committee from across the 

province who under the leadership of OCSTA Director of Catholic Education, Anne O’Brien, worked 

together to craft the 2026-2027 Catholic Education theme and sub-themes. These writers will also be 

producing a monthly Bulletin around the Catholic Education theme. We will continue to provide a Catholic 

Education Advent Kit in December and our Resource Kit for Catholic Education Week in May 2027. 

 

The five sub themes for Catholic Education Week: Becoming Artisans of Peace are… 

 

Peace from God 

Peace within 

Peace with others 

Peace in our communities 

Peace in the world 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/youth/documents/20251007-messaggio-xl-gmg.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/czr8gy68ne8o
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/01/16/260116c.html


PA ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL, ELEMENTARY 

SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

Peace from God – La paix de Dieu 

This year the theme of Catholic Education Week is Becoming Artisans of Peace and today we highlight the 

subtheme Peace from God. 

 

In our Catholic schools, we learn that true peace is a beautiful gift that comes straight from God. Peace isn’t just 

when a room is quiet; it is the warm, safe feeling inside our hearts because we know that Jesus loves us, protects us 

and is always with us. Jesus invites each one of us to be peacemakers. When we bring peace to our school, by 

sharing God’s peace through our actions and words, we are helping to build God’s kingdom here on earth. 

 

Take a moment now to think about how you can be a peacemaker in your classroom or outside at recess today? 

Maybe it is inviting someone who is alone to play with you, perhaps it is using gentle words when you have a 

disagreement, or it could be saying a quiet prayer for someone who is having a tough day. Let us make today a day 

filled with calm hearts, kind words and gentle hands as we remember that “God gives us His peace.” 

 

Peace within – La paix en nous 

This year’s Catholic Education Week theme is Catholic Education: Becoming Artisans of Peace. 

 

An “artisan” is a builder or a maker – someone who creates something special with their hands. Today, we are 

learning how to be builders of peace, starting with our subtheme for Tuesday: Peace within (La paix en nous)! 

 

Pope Leo XIV reminds us that to build peace around us, we first need to find peace inside our own hearts. 

Sometimes our classrooms, hallways, and playgrounds get very loud and busy. But God invites us to take a quiet 

moment, pause, and let His calm fill our hearts. 

 

When we have peace inside, it’s much easier to: 

 

▪ Use kind words instead of angry ones. 

▪ Listen closely when a friend or teacher is speaking. 

▪ Practice patience when things don't go our way. 

 

Today, whenever you feel upset or rushed, take a quiet deep breath and remember that God’s peace is right there 

inside you. Let’s make today a peaceful day for our whole school! 

 

Peace with others – La paix avec les autres 

As we continue to celebrate Catholic Education Week, we are reminded that we are called to live as peacemakers, 

showing kindness, respect, and care for one another in all we say and do. 

 

In our Catholic schools, we learn that God’s love is a special gift that is always with us. From the moment we were 

created, God has loved us deeply. His love stays with us, even when we make mistakes or have a hard day. 

 

We see God’s love through Jesus, who teaches us how to live in peace with one another. He shows us how to be 

kind, forgive, listen, and care for others. God’s love reminds us that we are never truly alone. 

 

As a community of faith, we are called to be peacemakers. We can share God’s love by choosing kindness, showing 

respect, and working through our differences with patience and understanding. 

 

Here’s something to think about: How can you help bring peace to someone today? Maybe it’s by including 

someone, using kind words, helping solve a problem, or choosing to forgive. 

 

 

 

 



Peace in our communities – La paix dans nos communautés 

As we continue to reflect on our theme, Catholic Education: Becoming Artisans of Peace, today we focus on this 

important subtheme: Peace in our communities. 

 

In our Catholic schools, we are learning that peace is something we are called to build each day, through our words, 

our actions, and the way we treat one another. Jesus shows us how to be peacemakers by choosing kindness, 

forgiveness, and love, even when it is not easy. 

 

As “artisans of peace,” we are invited to help create communities where everyone feels safe, valued, and included. 

This includes our school, our homes, and our parish communities, where we live, learn, and grow in faith together. 

 

Peace begins with simple choices: listening carefully, speaking kindly, including others, and embracing our 

differences. Each small action helps peace grow around us. 

 

As we prepare to pray, let us think: How can I bring peace to someone today, at school, at home, or in my parish 

community? 

 

Let us pray… 

 

Peace in the world – La paix dans le monde 

This year, we celebrate Catholic Education Week: Becoming Artisans of Peace, and today's subtheme is Peace in the 

world. 

 

Jesus teaches us that peace begins with each one of us. Every smile, kind word, helping hand and act of forgiveness 

is a way of sharing God's love with the people around us. Although we may feel small, our choices can have a big 

impact. When we choose kindness instead of hurtful words, include someone who is feeling lonely, or stand up for 

what is right, we help build a more peaceful world. 

 

As we finish our first week together, take a moment to think about one way you can bring peace to someone today. 

Perhaps you can thank a classmate, encourage a friend, help a teacher, or simply offer a smile to someone who needs 

one. 

 

Together, let us continue becoming Artisans of Peace, sharing God's love wherever we go and helping to make our 

world a place of hope, kindness and joy. 



PRAYERS FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL, ELEMENTARY – SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

Peace from God – La paix de Dieu 

Loving God, 

Thank You for the gift of this day and for our Catholic school, where we learn about Your great love for us. 

Today we pray for Your special gift of Peace. 

As we begin a new school year, we may encounter times of worry, nervousness and the feeling of being 

overwhelmed. 

We ask that in those moments, You fill our hearts with Your quiet, gentle calm. 

Help us to be peacemakers today and every day. 

Give us the courage to choose kind words, forgive others when it is hard to and to bring joy to our classrooms and 

our playground. 

As we become artisans of peace this year, guide our steps and keep our school family united in Your love. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Peace within – La paix en nous 

Dear God, 

Thank You for putting Your peace inside our hearts. 

Today as we start our school year, help us to find Peace within. 

In the busy moments of our day, help us to pause, take a breath, and remember that You are with us. 

Help us to use kind words and to be patient with ourselves and others. 

Teach us how to be true peace-builders today, starting right here in our own hearts. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

St. Francis of Assisi, pray for us. 

 

Peace with others – La paix avec les autres 

Loving God, 

Thank You for the gift of a new day. 

As we begin our learning together, help us to live in peace with one another. 

Help our words to be kind, our actions to be gentle, and our choices to show respect. 

Jesus, teach us to forgive when it is hard, to include others when they feel left out, and to help one another when we 

see a need. 

May our school community be a place where everyone feels safe, welcomed, and loved. 

Holy Spirit, guide us today to be peacemakers, just as Jesus calls us to be. 

Amen. 

 

Peace in our communities – La paix dans nos communautés 

Loving God, 

Thank You for the gift of Your love and for guiding us each day. 

Help us to become “artisans of peace” in our words, our choices, and our actions. 

Teach us to follow Jesus by bringing kindness where there is hurt, and embracing our differences. 

Bless our school, home, and parish communities as we work to live out this calling. 

Help us not only to speak about peace, but to put it into action each day. 

May our communities be places where peace grows, where creation is cared for, and where every person is 

welcomed with dignity and love. 

Guide us always in Your ways of peace. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Peace in the world – La paix dans le monde 

Loving God, 

You love every person in every country, and You want all Your children to live in peace. 

Help us to be kind, caring, and gentle each day. 

Show us how to be good friends, to listen with love, to share with others, and to forgive when someone hurts us. 

Help us to use kind words, make good choices, and bring peace wherever we go – at home, at school, on the 

playground, and in our community. 

May we love others the way Jesus loves us, and help make the world a happier and more peaceful place. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, who is our peace. 

Amen. 



LITURGY PLANNING GUIDE FOR BECOMING ARTISANS OF PEACE FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL 

 

 

 

 

 

Catholic Education: Becoming Artisans of Peace 

L’éducation catholique: Devenir artisans de Paix 

 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9) 

“Heureux les artisans de paix, car ils seront appelés enfants de Dieu.” (Matthieu 5,9) 

 

 Monday 

September 7 

Tuesday 

September 8 

Wednesday 

September 9 

Thursday 

September 10 

Friday 

September 11 

CEW 

Sub-Theme 

Peace from God /  

La paix de Dieu 

Peace Within /  

La paix en nous 

Peace with Others /  

La paix avec les autres 

Peace in Our Communities / 

La paix dans nos 

communautés 

Peace in the World /  

La paix dans le 

monde 

Feast Day  The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary 

   

Reading 1 Corinthians 5.1-8 Romans 8.28-30 or Micah 5.2-5a 1 Corinthians 7.1, 

17, 25-31 

1 Corinthians 8.1b-7, 11-13 1 Corinthians 9.16-

19, 22b-27 

Psalm Psalm 5:5-6, 7, 12 

 

R. Lead me in your 

justice, Lord. 

Psalm 13:6ab, 6c 

 

R. With delight I rejoice in the 

Lord. 

Psalm 45:11-12, 14-

15, 16-17 

 

R. Listen to me, 

daughter; see and 

bend your ear. 

Psalm 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 

23-24 

 

R. Guide me, Lord, along 

the everlasting way. 

Psalm 84:3, 4, 5-6, 

12 

 

R. How lovely is 

your dwelling 

place, Lord, 

mighty God! 

Gospel Luke 6.6-11 

 

Then Jesus said to 

them, “I ask you, is it 

lawful to do good on 

the sabbath rather 

than to do evil, to 

save life rather than 

to destroy it?” 

Matthew 1.1-16, 18-23 

 

“Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary your wife into 

your home. For it is through the 

Holy Spirit that this child has been 

conceived in her. She will bear a 

son and you are to name him 

Jesus, because he will save his 

people from their sins.” 

Luke 6.20-26 

 

“Blessed are you 

who are poor, for the 

Kingdom of God is 

yours…” 

Luke 6.27-38 

 

“Stop judging and you will 

not be judged. Stop 

condemning and you will 

not be condemned. Forgive 

and you will be forgiven.” 

Luke 6.39-42 

 

No disciple is 

superior to the 

teacher; but when 

fully trained, every 

disciple will be like 

his teacher. 

 



 

 

PLANNING SHEET FOR EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION 

BECOMING ARTISANS OF PEACE FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL – September 2026 
 

 

Date: ____________________ Occasion/Feast: ____________________ Time: ____________________ 

 

Location: ____________________ Presider: ____________________ 

 

Altar Server(s): ____________________, ____________________, ____________________ 

 

Minister(s) of Hospitality: ____________________, ____________________, ____________________ 

 

Greeting by: ____________________ 

 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

 

a) Gathering Song ________________________________________ Sung __ 

b) Greeting and Opening Prayer (Celebrant) 

c) Penitential Rite (Celebrant) 

d) Gloria ________________________________________ Omitted __ Spoken __ Sung __ 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

a) First Reading_________________________________________ by: ____________________ 

b) Responsorial Psalm ________________________________________ Sung __ 

c) Second Reading (Optional) ____________________ by: ____________________ 

d) Gospel Acclamation ________________________________________ Sung __ 

e) Gospel ____________________________________________________________ 

f) Homily ____________________________________________________________ 

g) Creed (may be omitted) ________________________________________ 

h) Prayer of the Faithful by: ________________________________________ 

Response: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 

a) Presentation of the Gifts 

Song ____________________________________________________________ Sung __ 

Gifts Presented by: ____________________________________________________________ 

b) Preface (Celebrant) 

c) Holy Holy ____________________________________________________________ Sung __ 

d) Memorial Acclamation ________________________________________ Sung __ 

e) Doxology ____________________________________________________________ Sung __ 

f) Great Amen ____________________________________________________________ Sung __ 

g) Lord’s Prayer ________________________________________ Sung __ 

h) Sign of Peace/Lamb of God ________________________________________ Sung __ 

i) Communion (Eucharistic Minister) ________________________________________ 

Extraordinary Minister(s) of the Eucharist ________________________________________ 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

a) Blessing and Dismissal ________________________________________ 

b) Concluding Song ________________________________________ Sung __ 




