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Catholic Education Week is held each year in May in our 29 Ontario Catholic School Boards. Catholic 

Education Week 2027 is scheduled to take place during the week of May 2 – May 7. Throughout the year, 
OCSTA will be providing Catholic school boards with special prayers, events, and other resources. 

 

The 2026-2027 Catholic Education theme is: 

 

Catholic Education: Becoming Artisans of Peace 

L’éducation catholique: Devenir artisans de Paix 

 
The themes for Catholic Education 2026-2027 are inspired by the following considerations: 

 

 Pope Leo XIV, in his message for the 40th World Youth Day, calls us to become active artisans of 

peace. In a world wounded by conflict, division, and indifference, his message invites us to build 
bridges where there are divisions and to reflect Christ’s heart in every encounter. 

 

 The recent, Apostolic Letter on Catholic Education: “Drawing New Maps of Hope”, Pope Leo 
XIV invites us to “disarm our words” in a polarized world; to “raise our gaze toward heaven”; to 

cultivate spaces of silence, interiority, and contemplation; and to build bridges instead of walls. 

 
 “Peace be with you!” With those words, the risen Jesus greeted His followers after Easter—and 

with those words, the newly-elected Pope Leo XIV greeted the world as the new Bishop of Rome. 

From the Church’s beginnings, the desire for deep and lasting peace has been a central pillar of 

Christian life. Each time at Mass, we exchange a sign of peace with each other before we come 
forward to receive Jesus in the Eucharist. Our Holy Father’s message reminds us that peace is not 

only something we hope for or pray about—it is something we are called to live. 

 
 Jesus declares in the Beatitudes (Matthew 5:9) that those who make peace are blessed by God. 

Becoming artisans of peace is something which is crafted patiently and lovingly through our daily 

words and actions. 
 

 The year 2026 marks the 800th anniversary of the death of St. Francis of Assisi, one of the saints 

who most powerfully embodied what peace-making looks like, and Pope Leo has proclaimed a 

“Franciscan Jubilee Year,” inviting the whole Church to reflect on how the example of Assisi’s 
most cherished son can still inspire and guide us. We are all keenly aware of the conflicts and 

uncertainties of our world, which remind us of the urgent need to pray, and work, for just and 

lasting peace. 
 

We extend deep appreciation to the OCSTA Catholic Education Resource Committee from across the 

province who under the leadership of OCSTA Director of Catholic Education, Anne O’Brien, worked 

together to craft the 2026-2027 Catholic Education theme and sub-themes. These writers will also be 
producing a monthly Bulletin around the Catholic Education theme. We will continue to provide a Catholic 

Education Advent Kit in December and our Resource Kit for Catholic Education Week in May 2027. 

 
The five sub themes for Catholic Education Week: Becoming Artisans of Peace are… 

 

Peace from God 
Peace within 

Peace with others 

Peace in our communities 

Peace in the world 

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/youth/documents/20251007-messaggio-xl-gmg.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/czr8gy68ne8o
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/01/16/260116c.html

