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Background                     
The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) was founded in 1930. Inspired by the 
Gospel, the mission of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association is to provide leadership, 
service and a provincial voice for Catholic School Boards in promoting and protecting publicly funded 
Catholic education. 
 
The OCSTA represents the 237 locally elected Catholic School Trustees in Ontario who collectively 
serve on Ontario’s 29 English-language Catholic District School Boards.  Together these Boards and 
the Catholic Trustees entrusted with the governance of them: 
 

▪ Provide excellence in Christ centred education to over 590,000 Junior Kindergarten to 
Grade 12 students and tens of thousands more adults enrolled in Continuing Education 
programs; 
 

▪ Employ over 59,000 faith-filled and dedicated system and school leaders, teachers and 
support staff; 
 

▪ Operate over 1,320 Catholic elementary and Catholic secondary schools; 
 

▪ Represent over 2.2 million Catholic ratepayers including the parents/guardians of the over 
590,000 students who attend Catholic schools. 
 

Introduction 

The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association appreciates the opportunity to provide input 
into and go on the record expressing deep concern with the Proposal For Regulation Under The 
Education Act to Require Confirmation of School Board Resolutions and Motions in English-
Language District School Boards. 

We do so restating our repeated requests to engage in discussions with the Ministry of Education 
and other provincial partners with regard to determining practical measures that serve to 
strengthen governance, accountability and transparency within the province’s publicly funded 
education system.  We do so as well recognizing that Christ centred, professional and productive 
relationships between locally elected Catholic School Trustees and Senior Administration 
Officials are essential to good governance within the province’s 29 Catholic District School 
Boards. 

 
Principles 
Throughout its history, the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association has taken great pride in 
the collaborative and effective partnerships it has enjoyed with representatives of the provincial 
government, all political parties, Ministers of Education, Ministry of Education Officials, provincial 
education associations and union/employee group partners.  It is in this spirit that we review all 
proposed legislation, regulations or guidelines through the lens to which it: 



 

 

→ Fully respects the constitutional and denominational rights of Catholic School Boards 
including maintaining all necessary responsibilities of locally elected Catholic School 
Trustees; 

→ Promotes academic excellence and student faith formation and well-being; 
→ Maintains Catholic School Boards as the employer of the staff within their Catholic school 

system; 
→ Maintaining provincial School Trustee Associations (OCSTA) as the legal bargaining agency 

of all of the school boards within their respective school systems; and 
→ Advances the interest of students, parents and Catholic taxpayers/ratepayers. 

 

The Proposal For Regulation Under The Education Act to Require Confirmation of School Board 
Resolutions and Motions in English-Language District School Boards falls far short of realizing 
each of these fundamental principles.  In doing so, it prejudicially affects denominational rights, 
increases administrative cost and red tape and risks harming the relationship between Catholic 
School Trustees and Senior Officials. 
 

 

OCSTA Concerns 
Governance  

The regulation as written diminishes good governance by: 

→ Materially altering the relationship between Trustees and the Chief Executive Officers (and 
other Senior School Board Officials). 

→ Cause tension/conflict when the Board of Trustees have different interpretations of when 
a decision to request additional information or refuse to confirm can take place. 

→ Significantly delay Board of Trustees decision making thereby risking; effective 
communication with parents, staff, students and ratepayers and non-compliance with 
Board by-laws, requirements in the Education Act and collective agreements. 

→ Blurring accountability between locally elected Trustees and staff. 
→ Cause uncertainty for Catholic ratepayers, parents, staff and parishes with regard to 

governance and administrative roles. 
→ Increase red tape and administrative and legal costs. 
→ Getting backwards, the governance (decision making) role of Trustees and the 

administrative leadership role of CEO’s and senior staff. 
→ Raising numerous questions with regard to conflict of interest requirements of the CEO, 

Senior Human Resources Officials and other senior administrative leaders. 
 

Prejudicial Affect on Denominational Rights 

The regulation as drafted prejudicially affects the denominational rights and privileges guaranteed 
by section 93 of the Constitution Act, 1867 by:  

→ Undermining the “separate” nature of publicly funded Catholic education. 



 

 

→ Curtailing the power of Catholic School Trustees over the control of matters such as; hiring, 
budgets, curriculum, purchase and siting of properties, collective bargaining, etc. 

→ Granting veto authority (responsibility) to unelected officials over Catholic School Trustee 
decisions. 

→ Undermining the role of locally elected Catholic School Trustees as advocates and 
stewards of publicly funded Catholic education. 

→ Diminishing the “voice” of parents and Catholic ratepayers. 

 

Recommendations 
→ That the Proposal For Regulation Under The Education Act to Require Confirmation of 

School Board Resolutions and Motions in English-Language District School Boards be 
withdrawn; and 
 

→ That the Ministry of Education engage in discussions with Trustee Associations and other 
provincial education associations with regard to the implementation of measures that 
strengthen school board governance and accountability. 
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“He or she who seeks the office of Catholic School Trustee 

is seeking an honourable position.” 
 

           ~ G. Emmett Cardinal Carter 
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