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Peace from God – La paix de Dieu 
The theme of Catholic Education Week this year is Becoming Artisans of Peace. An artisan is a skilled worker who 

builds or creates things using their hands. Pope Leo XIV, and Pope Francis before him, encourage us to be “artisans 

of peace” by actively becoming peacemakers in the world. 

 
The subtheme for the first day of Catholic Education Week, and the focus of our prayer today, is Peace from God. 

 

What is this peace from God that we long for and that we want to build throughout the world? Our Catholic faith 
teaches us that peace is much more than a feeling or the absence of conflict and difficulties. Peace is a gift from God 

that we can experience no matter what our circumstances are. When we first receive and experience God’s peace in 

our own hearts, we can be peacemakers in our relationships and our communities. 
 

What can we do to experience peace from God? We can experience God’s peace in our lives through prayer, reading 

and meditating on the scriptures, experiencing moments of silence, growing in virtue and love. Consider one thing 

that you can do this week or make one commitment this school year, to help you experience God’s peace in your 
own heart. 

 

Let us now join in prayer, asking for the help to become artisans of peace through our love of God, ourselves, and 
others. 

 

Peace within – La paix en nous 
Good morning. Today’s theme is, Peace within. 

 

Saint Francis de Sales once wrote: 

 
Never be in a hurry; do everything quietly and in a calm spirit. 

Do not lose your inward peace for anything whatsoever, 

even if your whole world seems upset. Commend all to God, 
and then lie still and be at rest… 

 

God’s peace is accessible to us anytime and anywhere. All we need to do is take a moment to pause, to breathe, to 

entrust our work, worries, and wonderings to God. This simple act anchors us in God’s steady love. It makes us 
calm, centred, grounded and at peace no matter what might be going on around us. When we have God’s peace 

within, we naturally become the peacemakers God calls us to be, as we share that calmness and grace with everyone 

we meet. 
 

Peace with others – La paix avec les autres 

As we begin this school year and are on a journey towards Catholic Education: Becoming Artisans of Peace we 
reflect and focus today on what it means to be at Peace with others. 

 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.” Luke 14.27 

 
A significant time when we extend peace to others occurs in the celebration of Mass at the Sign of Peace. This is an 

important gesture that occurs during the Communion Rite, after we pray the Our Father (“forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us”) and before the Lamb of God (“who takes away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us”). It is immediately after this that we then receive and consume the Body and Blood of Christ. 

 

Let us consciously reach out today and extend a sign of peace to others we encounter. Through the gesture of a 
handshake or a hug we seal this peace that Jesus called us to in love and action with others. 

 

To be in peace with others – we forgive and we are forgiven. We become the Body of Christ. 

 



Peace in our communities – La paix dans nos communautés 

As we continue to reflect on our theme, Catholic Education: Becoming Artisans of Peace, today we focus on this 
important subtheme: Peace in our communities. 

 

In our Catholic schools, we recognize that peace is something we are called to build each day, through our words, 

our actions, and the way we treat one another. Through the examples of Jesus, we learn how to be peacemakers. We 
are called to choose kindness, forgiveness, and love, even when it is not easy. 

 

As “artisans of peace,” we are invited to help build communities where everyone feels safe, valued, and included. 
This includes our school, our homes, and our parish communities, where we live, learn, and grow in faith together. 

 

Peace begins with simple choices: listening carefully, speaking kindly, including others, and embracing our 
differences. Each small action helps peace grow around us. 

 

As we prepare to pray, let us think: How can I bring peace to someone today, at school, at home, or in my parish 

community? 
 

Peace in the world – La paix dans le monde 

This year, we celebrate Catholic Education Week: Becoming Artisans of Peace, and today's subtheme is Peace in the 
world. 

 

Our world often experiences division, conflict and uncertainty, but as followers of Christ we are called to respond 
differently. Peace is more than the absence of conflict – it is choosing compassion over judgment, dialogue over 

division, and hope over despair. 

 

Each day we have opportunities to build peace through the way we treat others, the words we speak, and the choices 
we make both in person and online. Every act of respect, every effort to include someone, and every decision to 

stand up for justice helps bring God's peace into our communities. 

 
As we conclude our first week of school, take a moment to reflect on how you can become an Artisan of Peace 

today. Perhaps it is reaching out to someone new, offering forgiveness, listening with empathy, or choosing words 

that encourage rather than divide. 

 
May we continue to follow Christ, who is our peace, and together help build a world rooted in justice, compassion 

and hope. 


