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Faith is to believe 
what you do not see; 
the reward of this 
faith is to see what 
you believe.”

St. Augustine
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Service and 
Advocacy
• Focus of OCSTA provincial 

advocacy – promote the 
indispensable role of locally elected 
Catholic School Trustees

• Catholic Trustees across Ontario 
continue to demonstrate faith-filled 
leadership 

• Impact of this leadership is reflected 
in Directors of Education Annual 
Reports and the daily life of our 
Catholic school communities



Engaging the Government
• Throughout this year OCSTA has engaged in 

numerous meetings with MPPs and senior staff. 
During these meetings we advance positive, 
evidence-based messages about the priorities 
of Catholic school boards and the role of 
Catholic School Trustees.

• We informed the government that any potential 
governance reform must fully respect the 
constitutionally protected role of democratically 
elected Catholic school trustees.



Engaging Members 
& Partners
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• To support advocacy goals,  we have 
provided to the OCSTA membership key 
advocacy messaging and encouraged 
members to contact local MPPs to engage 
in conversations regarding the 
Association’s priorit ies.

• OCSTA also works with provincial Cathol ic 
education partners, including the Assembly 
of Cathol ic Bishops of Ontario (ACBO) and 
the Ontario Engl ish Catholic Teachers’  
Association (OECTA) to advance the 
provincial agenda for publ icly funded 
Cathol ic education in Ontario.

• The 2025 Lobby Day at Queen’s Park with 
the ACBO and OECTA is a good example of 
this partnership in action.



Supporting 
Trustees
• Throughout this year, OCSTA has 

provided members with resources 
and communication packages to 
support the engagement of parents, 
parishes, clergy and other local 
Catholic ratepayers

• Goal: to reinforce the value of 
Catholic education and the 
essential role of Catholic Trustees 
in providing a voice for Catholic 
ratepayers in Ontario



On January 29th, OCSTA tabled its Pre-budget 

Submission to the committee conducting 

consultations on the provincial budget. 

In our presentation to the committee, we 

emphasized the need to support Catholic school 

boards in respect of increased funding for 

student mental health, special education, sick 

leave costs, and to address the long-standing 

issue of executive compensation for senior 

board staff.

OCSTA will continue to advocate for these 

priorities as we anticipate the adoption of some 

of the key recommendations in the 2025-26 Pre-

budget Submission. It is our hope to see a 

number of them realized in the 2026-27 Core 

Education Funding Announcement.
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Budget 
Priorities



Faith Formation 
Resources

OCSTA remains committed to 
supporting Cathol ic school 
boards in promoting the 
Catholic identity  of publ icly 
funded cathol ic education. This 
priority is supported through 
the growing faith formation 
l ibrary featuring OCSTA’s 
Together in Faith series of 
publications.

The most recent publ ication in 
this series is entit led Our 
Catholic Identity and is included 
in your delegate kits.





Trustee 
Modules
OCSTA continues to offer 21 online modules for 
Trustees to engage in ongoing self-directed 
professional learning. 

In addition to the modules developed in 
collaboration with the OESC, OCSTA produced 
a module on equity entitled: Respect for the 
Dignity of the Human Person. 

By integrating faith, law, and anti-racism content 
within a distinctly Catholic framework, the 
module assists in deepening Catholic School 
Trustees’ and others’ understanding of our 
shared commitment to promote the dignity of 
the human person. The positive feedback we 
have received affirms the value of the module.
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May 3 - 8, 2026
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Catholic Education 
Week

For more than 26 years, the annual OCSTA sponsored

Catholic Education Week celebration and related year-

long curriculum and liturgical programming, has been a 

significant part of the promotional and educational 

calendar of Catholic Education in Ontario.

This year’s Catholic Education Week begins in 2 days 

on Sunday, May 3 and continues until Friday, May 8th. 

We encourage you to participate in the provincial mass 

that will be live streamed from the Cathedral of St. 

Peter in Chains in Peterborough. Information has been 

sent to all boards and additional information is available 

at the OCSTA registration table.

Visit: www.goodnewsforall.ca 

http://www.goodnewsforall.ca/


Looking Ahead
As we look ahead, we recognize that the 
educational landscape will continue to evolve. Yet 
our purpose does not change.

OCSTA remains committed to protecting and 
promoting Catholic education, and to fulfilling our 
shared mission to ”place Christ and the teachings 
of the Catholic Church at the centre of students’ 
learning experiences.”
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Q&A
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