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April 8, 2026 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Chairpersons, Trustees, Directors of Education and Student Trustees 

- All Catholic District School Boards 
 
CC: OCSTA Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Michael Bellmore, President 
 Patrick Daly, Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: 2026 Ontario Catholic Student Youth Day Virtual Event for Students – May 6th 
 
 
We are pleased to announce that on May 6th, during Catholic Education Week (CEW), the Catholic 
community throughout our province will once again celebrate Ontario Catholic Student Youth Day 
(OCSYD). The provincial Catholic student leadership team has worked hard to plan an engaging and 
interactive virtual event centered on our CEW theme, Pilgrims of Hope: On the Path to Holiness. 
 
All students in grades 7-12 are invited to attend (with appropriate permission) and participate in this 
year’s virtual OCSYD event. The day will begin at 9:00 a.m. and conclude at 2:15 p.m. The event will be 
offered at no cost. 
 
Featured Presentation: Fr. Jim Mockler & Kelly Lazure-Valconi 
We welcome our featured speakers, Fr. Jim Mockler, OCSTA Chaplain and Kelly Lazure-Valconi, Senior 
Manager, Employee & Family Assistance Program & Pastoral Services, Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB and 
look forward to their presentation on “Wonderfully Wired for Wellbeing: Known, Becoming & 
Discovering Whose You Are.” 
 
Presentation: Karen Kiefer 
Karen Kiefer, Director, The Church in the 21st Century Center, Boston College will be sharing a 
presentation on “Pilgrims of Hope: Sowers of Seeds.” 
 
Provincial Mass with His Excellency, Bishop Daniel Miehm 
The Catholic Education Week Provincial Mass will be celebrated by the Most Rev. Daniel Miehm, Bishop 
of Peterborough. The Mass will be live-streamed from the Cathedral of St. Peter in Chains (411 Reid 
Street, Peterborough, ON) beginning at 11:00 a.m. The link to join the live-stream will be shared once it 
becomes available. 
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Catholic school or designated board contacts are asked to register each individual student by 
completing an online form which can be accessed here. A separate Zoom link to join the OCSYD 
Seminar will be sent to registered students in advance of the event. 
 
An OCSTA Ontario Catholic Student Youth Day certificate will be provided to every student who attends 
the event. It will be mailed to each Catholic school Board office for distribution. 
 
Ontario Catholic Student Youth Day Event Schedule 
 
Catholic Education Week Theme: Pilgrims of Hope: On the Path to Holiness 
 

9:00 am Welcome & Opening Remarks 
Ruben da Silveira, OSTA-AECO VP Catholic Education 
OCSTA President/OCSTA Executive Director 

9:15 am Featured Presentation 
“Wonderfully Wired for Wellbeing: Known, Becoming & Discovering Whose You Are” 
Fr. Jim Mockler, OCSTA Chaplain 
Kelly Lazure-Valconi, Senior Manager, Employee & Family Assistance Program & 
Pastoral Services, Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB 
 
Ontario youth are called to serve as stewards, advocates and servant leaders. This 
valuable session will explore how our faith and current mental health and well-being 
practices can support you in sustaining balance, resilience, and joy in your service. 

10:15 am Presentation 
“Pilgrims of Hope: Sowers of Seeds” 
Karen Kiefer, Director, The Church in the 21st Century Center, Boston College 
 
Karen reminds us that we are called to be sowers of seeds, planting seeds of faith, 
hope, and kindness. Just as seeds require care and patience to grow, our daily actions 
and witness help nurture the faith journey of those around us as we walk together as 
pilgrims of hope. 

11:00 am Provincial Catholic Education Week Mass 
Presider: His Excellency, Bishop Daniel Miehm 

12:00 pm LUNCH 
1:00 pm Presentation 

“Charisms of Saints” 
Presented by Student Trustees 
 
Student trustees across various Catholic school boards in Ontario will present their 
research on the lives of Saints. They will describe their selected Saints, their path to 
Holiness, special miracles, Catholic symbols and patronage, and specific connections 
to the beatitudes and their particular charism. 

2:00 pm Raffle & Closing Remarks 
2:15 pm Adjournment 

https://events.myconferencesuite.com/2026_Ontario_Catholic_Student_Youth_Day/reg/landing
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We look forward to celebrating this special day and are grateful to the members of the OSTA-AECO 
Catholic Board Council for their vision and valuable partnership. 
 
Should you have any questions, please contact Anne O’Brien at OCSTA (aobrien@ocsta.on.ca) 
 
 

“Be who God meant you to be and you will set the world on fire.” 

      ~ St. Catherine of Siena 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 
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