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St. Marguerite Bourgeoys had a deep
devotion to Montreal's poor and orphans.
She established the Notre-Dame-de-Bon-
Secours chapel as a lasting pilgrimage site.
The lily represents her pure devotion to
Mary and her compassionate actions.

Her life shows that faith is perfected
through missionary passion and service to
others.
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St. Marguerite Bourgeoys received abundant gifts from the
Holy Spirit:

¢ Leadership: She was a visionary who built a new kind of
community outside convent walls to lead and serve
directly in the heart of her city.

¢ Missionary: She fearlessly left her home, crossing the
Atlantic seven times to bring hope and support to a
struggling new world.

¢ Teaching: She opened the first school in Montrealin a
stone stable, proving that education is a powerful tool for
changing lives and building a future.
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Patron Saint
* against poverty
e the loss of parents
e education for all
* those rejected by religious orders.

Journey to Sainthood

e Bornin 1620 in France.

e Served her community by helping and teaching children
through a lay group connected to Notre Dame.

e Traveled to Montreal in 1653 to support the new colony and
respond to the Church’s call for missionaries.

e Opened Montreal’s first school (1658) and founded the

Congregation of Notre Dame, one of the first active women’s

religious communities.

e First Miracle: The healing of Joseph Descoteaux of St.
Celestin, Quebec, who recovered from gangrene.

e Second Miracle: The healing of John Ludger Lacroix of St.
Johnsbury, Vermont, who was also cured of gangrene.

» After her death, the Church honoured her: Venerable (1878),
Beatified (1950), Canonized as Canada’s first female saint

\__ (1982).
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https://www.biographi.ca/en/bio/bourgeoys_marguerite_1E.html
https://scholamagdalena.ca/an-introduction-to-st-marguerite-bourgeoys
https://maisonsaintgabriel.ca/en/education/
https://www.instagram.com/reel/DTaLx6tgMBB/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2181129945608119/posts/2671404729913969/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2181129945608119/posts/2671404729913969/

