Ontario Catholic School

Trustees’ Association

February 10, 2026

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairpersons, Trustees and Directors of Education
- All Catholic District School Boards

CC: OCSTA Board of Directors

Board Secretaries and Administrative Assistants

FROM: Michael Bellmore, President
Patrick Daly, Executive Director

SUBJECT: Invitation to OCSTA Virtual Speaker Series — March 4, 6:30 pm
IT Security and Governance Considerations for Catholic School Boards

We are pleased to invite Catholic School Trustees, Directors of Education and other Board staff,
including those from Corporate Services, Human Resources and IT Departments, to attend our
upcoming Catholic Education Leadership Speaker Series virtual event titled:

“IT Security and Governance Considerations for Catholic School Boards”

Presented by:
Gary Walker, Business Continuity and IT Specialist
Eric Parent, Cyber Security Expert specializing in Senior Management Coaching

Date: March 4%, 2026

Time: 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Location: Virtual

Registration: CLICK HERE to register at no charge

*After registering you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining this
OCSTA event.

...Continue

PROMOTING AND PROTECTING CATHOLIC EDUCATION


https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/1H6YorwEQoi6mmVODCNR-A

Session Overview

As school boards continue to undergo a strategic restructuring of technology from the classroom
to the administrative office, cybersecurity continues to be a critical component of stability.
Cyberattacks have grown more sophisticated, widespread, and damaging, forcing boards to
attempt a shift from reactive defense to proactive risk management.

This session will examine current and emerging IT security challenges facing Catholic school
boards and how a formal ICT governance structure can support boards in redefining their
approach to cybersecurity program management — often resulting in fewer tools and a
streamlined approach to ICT operations.

We encourage all Trustees to attend and encourage you to extend invitations to appropriate
senior board staff using the link above.

We look forward to your participation in this timely and valuable session supporting safe and
effective Catholic school board operations. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact Patrick Daly (pdaly@ocsta.on.ca) or Sharon McMillan (smcmillan@ocsta.on.ca).

Speaker Profiles

Gary J. Walker

Business Continuity and IT Governance specialist, with 25 years of experience delivering 200+ IT
strategic plans, business continuity and disaster recovery plans, IT skills assessments, and
cybersecurity maturity assessments. Focused since 2010 on helping organizations develop IT
governance strategies that support core programs for cybersecurity, business continuity, and IT
service management.

Eric Parent
Cyber Security Expert specializing in Senior Management coaching. Ex-Military with over 30
years’ experience at all levels. Focused on high value executive coaching since 2009. Teaching
two university classes on Cyber Security and Cyber Terrorism (Ecole Polytechnique de Montreal
& HEC).
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