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November 12, 2025 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Chairpersons, Trustees and Directors of Education 
   – All Catholic District School Boards  
 
CC: OCSTA Board of Directors 

Student Trustees 
 Board Secretaries & Administrative Assistants 
 
FROM: Michael Bellmore, President 
 Patrick Daly, Executive Director 
 
SUBJECT: 2026 OCSTA Student Trustee Alumni Award 
 
 
We are pleased to invite nominations for the OCSTA Student Trustee Alumni Award. The Award was 
established to recognize former Catholic school board Student Trustees who have demonstrated 
exceptional achievement and service to their community as outlined in the attached guidelines. 
 
Catholic school boards or individual trustees are encouraged to submit nominations for the 2026 
OCSTA Student Trustee Alumni Award. 
 
The recipient of the Award will be honoured during the Annual Dinner on Friday, May 1, as part of 
the 2026 Annual General Meeting & Conference. 
 
Please see the attached guidelines and nomination form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MB/PD/pd 

 

 

The deadline for receipt 
of nominations in the OCSTA office is 

12:00 p.m. EST, Friday, January 9, 2026. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

OCSTA Student Trustee Alumni Award: Guidelines 
 

 

 

NOMINATION ELIGIBILITY 

 

▪ The nominee must be a former Catholic school Student Trustee. 

▪ The nominee must have graduated from a Catholic secondary school in Ontario at least five years prior to his/her 

nomination. 

▪ Any OCSTA trustee member or Ontario Catholic school board can submit nominations to help recognize the positive 

impact of Catholic education on the lives of student trustees and the communities they reach after graduation. 

 

EVALUATION CRITERIA 

 

This award is given to student trustee alumni who have demonstrated exceptional achievement in any field—vocational or 

voluntary—and positive Catholic values reflective of the characteristics described in the Ontario Catholic School Graduate 

Expectations. The nominations will be assessed based on the following three criteria, given a weighted value in points 

totalling 100: 

 

▪ The nominee has distinguished themself through service to their community and/or serving as a positive, inspiring 

role model to others. (40 points) 

▪ This award is given to Catholic student trustee alumni who have demonstrated outstanding leadership, philanthropic 

and/or service capabilities and orchestrated exceptional and meaningful change as leaders in their profession or 

community. (30 points) 

▪ The nominee has reflected the characteristics of the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations: (30 points) 

o a discerning believer formed in the 

Catholic faith community 

o an effective communicator 

o a reflective and creative thinker 

o a lifelong learner 

o a collaborative contributor 

o a caring family member 

o a responsible citizen

 

PROCESS 

 

▪ Only one person will be honoured in any given year. The Board of Directors is not required to present an 

OCSTA Student Trustee Alumni Award each year. 

▪ All nominations will be reviewed, and the winner of the award selected at the February Board of Directors’ 

meeting. 

▪ The presentation of the Award will take place at OCSTA’s Annual General Meeting & Conference. 

▪ OCSTA will reimburse the award recipient, plus one guest, for reasonable combined travel expenses up to 

$1,000 and one hotel night to attend the Awards Ceremony and Annual Dinner at the Annual General Meeting 

& Conference. In lieu of travel, an option for videoconferencing or taped message may be provided. 

 

NOMINATION FORMAT 

 

▪ Nominations must be submitted using the OCSTA Student Trustee Alumni Award Nomination Form below. 

▪ The response in support of the nominee must not exceed 400 words. Please explain why the individual is 

deserving of this recognition. Only information within the prescribed length will be considered. 

▪ Within the prescribed length, please provide sufficient information about the nominee to permit the Board of 

Directors to make an informed choice. 

▪ Submissions must be clearly legible. 

 

SUBMISSION METHOD AND DEADLINE 

 

▪ Nominations may be submitted by email to Connie Araujo-De Melo at cdemelo@ocsta.on.ca. 

▪ The deadline for receipt of nominations in the provincial office is 12:00 p.m. EST,  

Friday, January 9, 2026. The deadline is firm and will not be extended.   

mailto:cdemelo@ocsta.on.ca


 

 

OCSTA Student Trustee Alumni Award 

Nomination Form 
 
Trustee or Board Submitting Nomination:  

 
Name of Nominee:  

 
Current address:  

 
City:  Province/State:  Postal/Zip Code:  

 
Telephone:  Email:  

 
Catholic School(s) Attended:  

 
Dates of Service as Student Trustee 
(month/year): 

                 / to                  / 

 
Year of Graduation:  Current Vocation:  

 
Board Contact Person:  

 
Telephone:  Email:  

 
Please explain why the individual is deserving of this award.  The submission must not exceed 400 
words. Only information within the prescribed length will be considered. 
 

Nominations may be submitted by email to Connie Araujo-De Melo at cdemelo@ocsta.on.ca. 

 
Nomination must be received by 12:00 p.m. EST, Friday, January 9, 2025. 
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OCSTA Student Trustee Alumni Award Recipients since 2017 

YEAR RECIPIENT 

2025 
Aaron Paul, Durham CDSB 
Ajoy Paul, Durham CDSB 

2024 Luke Willson, Windsor-Essex CDSB 

2023 N/A 

2022 Michael Murphy, Algonquin & Lakeshore CDSB 

2021 Nadia Zanatta, Huron-Superior CDSB 

2020 Dr. Robert Murray, Niagara CDSB 

2019 Dr. Trevor Arnason, Ottawa CSB 

2018 
Dr. Anthony Silva, Kenora CDSB 
Ben Verboom, Durham CDSB 

2017 Kristine Soufian, York CDSB 
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