1510 - 2 Sheppard Avenue East

0 Toronto, Ontario M2N 5Y7
Telephone: 416.932.9460
Fax: 416.932.1909
ocsta@ocsta.on.ca wWww.ocsta.on.ca

Ontario Catholic School Michael Bellmore, President
5 . Marino Gazzola, Vice President
TI‘ ustees ASSOClathn Patrick J. Daly, Executive Director

September 18, 2025

Honourable Paul Calandra
Minister of Education

5th Floor, 438 University Ave,
Toronto, ON M7A 2A5

Dear Minister Calandra:

On behalf of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (“OCSTA”) we are pleased to provide
you with our Association’s “White Paper” on Artificial Intelligence and its impact on Catholic schools.
It is designed to provide guidance to Catholic school boards on the use of Al tools and programs as well
outline a number of policy and ethical issues. The following recommendations are included in the
document and are intended to assist Catholic school boards in the consideration of and implementation
of Al tools and programs:

e Provide school boards with additional funding to support the professional development
activities for education staff;

e Given the costs of Al technologies and the evolving nature of Al tools, ensure boards
have the financial resources for the purchase of Al related licensing;

e Ensure Catholic boards have the autonomy and flexibility to design Al policies and
protocols that align with their faith formation programs and activities;

e Provide information on best practices related to the ethical use of Al technologies,
privacy and copyright laws;

e Review existing post-secondary programs for teachers, education assistants, and other
education staff to ensure Al and other forms of digital literacy are built into their
programs;

e Consider hosting and/or funding workshops on the use of Al tools and resources for
education and school board staff and trustees.

We trust that the paper will be of interest to you and look forward to discussions with you on this
important matter.

If you have any questions, please contact me at mbellmore@ocsta.on.ca or Patrick Daly at
pdaly(@ocsta.on.ca

Sincerely,

=

Michael Bellmore
President

c.c., Patrick Daly, Executive Director, OCSTA
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