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Honourable Paul Calandra
Minister of Education

5th Floor, 438 University Ave,
Toronto, ON M7A 2A5

Dear Minister Calandra:

Re: Proposed changes to RRO 1990, Req.298 and Reg. 304 School Day Operations and
Ontario Day

On behalf of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (“OCSTA”) we are pleased to
provide you with our thoughts on the proposed changes to Regulations 298 and 304.

As stated in the change to Regulatory posting, the “Ministry is proposing an amendment to Section
3, Daily Sessions, of O. Regulation 298 would provide school boards with the ability to structure
school day schedules for students in Kindergarten to Grade 6 (primary and junior divisions) based
on local needs and to maximize student learning. This includes increased flexibility in the
scheduling of recess and lunch - for example, schools may choose to offer one longer recess period
in place of two shorter ones, while still providing a lunch break.

“Schools would continue to ensure a minimum of 300 minutes of total instructional time, a
minimum of 40 consecutive minutes for lunch for students and teachers, at least one recess for
primary and junior students, and a minimum total time for lunch break and recess of 60 minutes for
primary and junior students, which is no different than the minimum break time available now.”

In addition, the Ministry is proposing to amend O. Reg. 304 to “require school boards to recognize
"Ontario Day" on June 1 each year (or, when June 1 is a Saturday or Sunday, on the preceding
Friday). This would provide students with the opportunity to learn about and celebrate key
milestones in Ontario's history and the contributions Ontarians have made to Ontario and Canada's
broader social, economic, political and cultural fabric”.

(see https://www.regulatoryregistry.gov.on.ca/proposal/50753)
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OCSTA welcomes the proposed changes to O. Reg 298 which will provide Catholic school boards
and schools flexibility in scheduling the school day. The proposed change will enhance student
supervision and increase opportunities for school boards and principals in the scheduling of
valuable learning activities.

Additional benefits related to student supervision schedules include a decrease in student
behavioural issues due to the reduction of transitions throughout the day. The amendment will assist
with planning for lunch schedules since there are two possibilities in the balanced school day
format.

We are recommending that the proposed amendment come into effect for September 2026. This
would ensure that school boards have sufficient time to plan and implement the changes to school
day schedules and as well secure necessary revisions to collective agreement language.

OCSTA as well welcomes the proposed amendments to O. Reg 304 to recognize “Ontario Day” on
June 1% in order to celebrate the historical milestones in the history of Ontario. Saying that
however, we recommend that sufficient time and funding be provided to ensure that any
requirements associated with June 1% being recognized as Ontario Day are effectively implemented.

Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to comment on the proposed amendments to O.
Reg 298 and O. Reg 304.

If you would like to discuss any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact us directly.

Yours very truly,

Michael Bellmore
President
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