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June 30, 2025

Honourable Paul Calandra
Minister of Education

5th Floor, 438 University Ave,
Toronto, ON M7A 2A5

Dear Minister Calandra:

Re: Bill 33: Supporting Children and Students Act, 2025

On behalf of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (“OCSTA”) we are pleased to
provide you with our initial thoughts on Bill 33 Supporting Children and Students Act, 2025
(“Bill”).

As you know, the Bill proposes additional measures that would increase the Ministry of Education’s
oversight of school board finances, governance, and program performance. Key changes include:

e Providing authority for Ministry of Education staff to conduct school board audits, define
the role of internal auditors and their prescribed duties and define the role of external
auditors;

e Giving the Minister of Education the authority to initiate an investigation, issue binding
direction, or put a school board under supervision where there is a concern about a matter of
public interest, whether on financial or non-financial grounds (for example, board
governance dysfunction that is preventing key decisions from being made and impacting
delivery of services);

e Providing the Minister of Education power to direct school boards regarding expenses,
which may include school boards posting on their public-facing website their updated
expense policies, as well as disclosing expenses of school board trustees, the director of
education, associate directors, supervisory officers, and others with similar roles;

e Giving the Minister of Education authority over school names when boards open a new school
and/or change an existing school name, and to oversee the process to limit the time and money
school boards spend on such matters;

e Requiring school boards to implement School Resource Officer (SRO) programs where they are
offered by local police services starting in the 2025-2026 school year.

The purpose of our submission is to provide our recommended changes and/or additional language

to the Bill. The thoughts and recommendations contained in this submission follow consultation
with Ontario’s 29 Catholic school boards.
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The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association and the province’s 29 Catholic District School
Boards, share the government’s commitment to good stewardship of resources, accountability and
fiscal responsibility.

Catholic boards and their constitutionally elected Catholic trustees continually strive to ensure funds
allocate to them are used judiciously to promote student achievement, faith formation and well-
being, while ensuring our schools are safe, welcoming and Christ-Centered places of learning.
OCSTA supports some of the key provisions outlined in the Bill, namely, requiring school boards to
post on their public-facing website their updated expense policies, as well as disclosing expenses of
school board trustees, the director of education, associate directors, supervisory officers, and others
with similar roles. In fact, a number of Catholic boards already publicly post their expense policies
and expenses incurred by senior board staff and trustees.

OCSTA welcomes the government’s recognition that the proposed legislative changes in the Bill do
not interfere with or control the denominational aspects of a Catholic school board (section 257.31
(1) and urges similar respect for constitutionally protected rights in the drafting of any and all
regulations flowing from Bill 33, including those related to the naming of schools.

However, we have some general concerns with respect to the following proposed areas of the Bill:

e Increasing the Minister’s authority over boards to initiate an investigation, issue binding
direction, or put a school board under supervision where there is a concern about a matter of
public interest, whether on financial or non-financial grounds.

The Minister currently has the authority under the existing provision of the Education Act to
conduct investigations into boards conduct on financial and non-financial matters. It is not clear
why the Minister needs to have increased powers to conduct these sorts of investigations. Similarly,
it is not clear to us what the definition of the “public interest” is and its scope for initiating
investigations into the conduct of a board. We believe that developing an operational definition of
“public interest” and providing further details and examples is required to ensure investigations do
not undermine authority of boards to make its own decisions.

OCSTA’s Recommendations:

e Amend the Bill to provide more precise and limited authority of the Minister to conduct
investigations into a boards conduct;
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e Amend the Bill to provide a more precise and operational definition of the “public interest”
to ensure the integrity of a board’s decision making remains intact;

e Ensure school boards and Trustee Associations are consulted in the development of the
regulations outlined in the Bill;

e Ensure any and all regulations flowing from Bill 33 respect the constitutionally protected
rights of Catholic school boards.

In addition to these general comments on the Bill 33, OCSTA will also present a more detailed
submission once the Bill is referred to a standing committee of the Ontario legislature and public
hearings are scheduled.

On behalf of OCSTA, I want to thank you for providing us with the opportunity to comment on Bill
33 Supporting Children and Students Act, 2025. We trust that you will seriously consider our
recommendations and appreciate our concerns with the Bill as presently worded.

If you would like to discuss any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at
mbellmore@ocsta.on.ca

Sincerely,

Michael Bellmore
President
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