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Re: Bill 17: An Act to amend various Acts with respect to infrastructure, housing and transit
and revoke a requlation

On behalf of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (“OCSTA”) we are pleased to
provide you with our submission on the recently released Bill 17 (Bill) and its impact on publicly
funded Catholic school boards. Key schedules of the Bill that relate to school boards include:

e Schedule 3 City of Toronto Act, the following amendments are proposed: The Schedule
amends section 114 of the City of Toronto Act, 2006 to remove the timing restrictions with
respect to when a portable classroom was placed on a school site for the purposes of the
definition of “development” in subsection 114 (1) of the Act. The Act is also amended to
provide certain rules with respect to information and material prepared by a person
authorized to practice a prescribed profession.

e Schedule 7 o the Planning Act (the Act) amends: section 16, and new section 35.1.1 is added
to the Act. These provisions provide for restrictions on official plans and zoning by-laws
with respect to prohibiting the using a parcel of urban residential land for an elementary
school, a secondary school, or a use ancillary to such schools.

e New subsections 17 (21.1) and (21.2) of the Act require the council of a municipality or the
planning board to obtain the Minister’s approval before making certain amendments to an

official plan.

e New subsections 34 (1.4) to (1.7) of the Act set out rules with respect to minimum instances
that buildings on certain lands must be setback from parcel boundaries.
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e Section 41 of the Act is amended to remove the timing restrictions with respect to when a
portable classroom was placed on a school site for the purposes of the definition of
development in subsection 41 (1) of the Act.

e Section 47 of the Act is amended to provide that the Minister may, in certain orders made
under that section, impose conditions on the use of land or the erection, location, or use of
buildings or structures.

In summary, these and other changes will streamline planning approvals for schools. For example:

o Exempt the placement of all portable classrooms at public school sites from site plan
control. Currently, public school sites built prior to January 1, 2007, are exempt from site
plan control when adding a portable classroom. This change would extend the exemption to
all school sites.

« Amend the Planning Act to provide explicit permission for the use of Kindergarten to Grade
12 public schools and ancillary uses (such as associated childcare) on urban land zoned for
residential uses “as-of-right"”. In some cases, this could remove the need for a rezoning
application, saving approximately 6-18 months from the approvals process.

The purpose of our submission is to provide our recommended changes and/or additional language
to the proposed legislation. The thoughts and recommendations contained in this submission follow
consultation with Ontario’s 29 Catholic school boards.

OCSTA’s Comments:

OCSTA welcomes these proposed legislative amendments to the City of Toronto Act and the
Planning Act. Streamlining approvals for the use of portable classrooms in Catholic schools will
remove various regulatory barriers for the timely placement of these temporary accommodations.
This is important for a number of our boards that are experiencing enrollment growth and lack the
accommodation capacity within their existing schools.

School boards must be nimble in addressing accommodation pressures and removing this barrier
will allow boards to plan more responsively and timely. This will result in a direct benefit to
students and families.

We are also supportive of the change that would ensure our schools and their child care partners are
considered projects within urban areas designated for residential use. This would reduce the need
for rezoning applications and subsequent approvals. This will greatly impact strategic long-term
planning, especially for new school builds, and would demonstrate more collaboration and
partnership to meet the province’s housing plans.

The other amendments that relate to municipal government official plans and setbacks and Minister

imposing conditions will also assist boards in the timely placement of temporary accommodations
in certain circumstances.
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For schools, the Ministry of Education requires school boards to use a standard set of designs for
new school construction which will assist with the timeline for project costs. Having land that is
properly zoned in advance of the project is very helpful in developing the site plan in tandem with
the school design plans. The site plan approval process seems to be the piece of the project timeline
that is difficult at times to get through in a timely manner. Fast tracking this in some way would be
beneficial.

On behalf of OCSTA, I want to thank you for providing us with the opportunity to comment on Bill
17 An Act to amend various Acts with respect to infrastructure, housing and transit and revoke a
regulation.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at
mbellmore@ocsta.on.ca

Sincerely,

Michael Bellmore
President

Cc Andrea Dutton Capital Policy Branch, Ministry of Education
andrea.dutton@ontario.ca
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