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August 13,2025
MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairpersons and Directors of Education
- All Catholic District School Boards

FROM: Michael Bellmore, President
Patrick Daly, Executive Director

SUBJECT: Catholic Education Kit for the First Week of School

The OCSTA Catholic Education Resource Committee is pleased to make available to Catholic
schools throughout Ontario, a First Week of School Kit which contains prayers for each day of the
opening week of school and suggested readings and hymns for the celebration of the Eucharist.

The theme for Catholic Education 2025-2026 is:

Catholic Education: Pilgrims of Hope: On the Path to Holiness
L’éducation catholique: Pélerins de I’espérance: sur le chemin de la sainteté

We ask for your assistance in making a copy of the First Week of School Kit available to all
schools in your board.

Thank you for your dedicated service and efforts in support of our shared commitment to celebrate
and promote the precious gift of publicly funded Catholic education.
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INTRODUCTION
SEPTEMBER 2025

Celebrating Catholic Education will be a year long journey as we continue to accompany each
other through our Pilgrims of Hope theme. The OCSTA Catholic Education Resource
Committee will be providing Catholic school boards with special prayers, events, and resources
to support each other on our path to holiness. Catholic Education Week is held each year in May
in our 29 Ontario Catholic School Systems. Catholic Education Week 2026 is scheduled to take
place during the week of May 3 — May 8.

The 2025-2026 Catholic Education theme is:

Catholic Education: Pilgrims of Hope: On the Path to Holiness
L’éducation catholique: Pélerins de I’espérance: sur le chemin de la sainteté

The themes for Catholic Education 2025-2026 are inspired by the following considerations:

= Renewed conviction to place priorities on serving the common good and committing
ourselves to prayer, Christian service and evangelization.

= Building on the momentum from our 2024-2025 school year Jubilee celebrations and
extending an invitation to all within Catholic education to journey on the path to holiness
and peace.

= The upcoming canonization of Blessed Carlo Acutis and Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati.
Inspired by this blessed event, the Catholic Education Week theme will focus on the
CCCB 2022 Pastoral Letter to Young People.

=  Qur belief that as Catholic Christians we are on a path to holiness — becoming more and
more, the people God created us to be. While that will look different in each of our lives,
we know that it is the Holy Spirit at work in us and guiding us: “The Holy Spirit
illumines all believers with the light of hope. He keeps that light burning, like an ever-
burning lamp, to sustain and invigorate our lives.” (Spes Non Confundit, 3)

We extend deep appreciation to the OCSTA Catholic Education Resource Committee from across
the province who under the leadership of OCSTA Director of Catholic Education, Anne O’Brien,
worked together to craft the 2025-2026 Catholic Education theme and sub-themes. These writers
will also kindly be producing a monthly Jubilee Pilgrims of Hope Bulletin around the Catholic
Education theme. We will continue to provide a Catholic Education Advent Kit in December and
our Resource Kit for Catholic Education Week in May 2026.

The five sub themes explore ways to live out the call for each one of us to be Pilgrims of Hope...

Peace be with you

God loves you

Christ saves you

The Holy Spirit lives in you
Together on the journey



INTRODUCTION TO THEME & SUB-THEMES

This year’s OCSTA Catholic Education Week theme, Pilgrims of Hope: On the Path to
Holiness, and related subthemes, are inspired by the Pastoral Letter to Young People issued by
the Bishops of Canada in October 2022. This Pastoral Letter is meant to inspire young Catholics
to live their faith in an extraordinary way, encouraging them to strive toward holiness, and
assuring them of the steadfast support and accompaniment of our Bishops along their individual
journeys of faith.

The Pastoral Letter is an inspiring message from the Bishops, offering guidance, encouragement,
and hope. It addresses the challenges and opportunities young people face, reaffirming their
dignity and value to our church and society. With the canonization of Carlo Acutis on September
7, 2025, it is a wonderful opportunity to celebrate and uplift the pastoral letter in our Catholic
schools as the life of this ordinary young teenager with extraordinary faith can inspire youth
today to discover their paths to holiness.

As students begin a new academic year, the canonization of Carlo Acutis reminds them that God
is calling them to greatness—not just in academics, the arts or sports, but in love, faith, and
virtue. He offers us a relatable, hope-filled model of living out faith and holiness in the midst of
everyday life. Carlo’s life is a roadmap for young people seeking meaning, purpose, and God in
a complex, fast-paced world.

Carlo made the Eucharist the center of his life. He often said, “The Eucharist is my highway to
heaven.” Even with a busy school schedule, he made time for Mass, prayer, and acts of Christian
service. His life invites each of us to ask:

e How will my back-to-school schedule include time for faith formation, spiritual habits
like prayer, silent reflection, or visits to the chapel?

e This school year and throughout my life, how can I become, “who God is calling me to
be so I can set the world on fire?”

e How can I become a saint in my own school community?

May the year ahead be one of inspiration as we journey together as pilgrims of hope on the path
to holiness, remembering:

“God loves you! No matter what is happening in your life, you are at all times loved by a God
who is with you always and wants you to flourish and be happy. Christ saves you! Out of love for
all humanity, Christ offered his life for everyone, including young people! The Holy Spirit lives
in you! The spirit of the risen Christ is alive in you and seeks to guide you in all that you do.”
(The Pastoral Letter to Young People, p.2)


https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/CCCB_Pastoral-Letter-to-Young-People_EN_WEB-125ppi.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/CCCB_Pastoral-Letter-to-Young-People_EN_WEB-125ppi.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/CCCB_Pastoral-Letter-to-Young-People_EN_WEB-125ppi.pdf

PA ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL, ELEMENTARY
SEPTEMBER 2025

Peace be with you — La paix soit avec vous
Good morning, and welcome back. As we begin a new school year together, let us continue to journey together as
Pilgrims of Hope on the Path to Holiness.

Today’s theme is Peace be with you.

In Pope Leo XIV ‘s first address, he shared: “May peace be with you all. Beloved brothers and sisters. This is the
first greeting of the risen Christ, the Good Shepherd, who gave his life for God. I too would like this greeting of
peace to enter your hearts, to reach your families, to all people wherever they may be, to all peoples, to all the
earth.”

Today we invite you to think about how you can offer peace to others. Is it a random act of kindness? Does sharing
peace involve helping someone or complimenting someone? Let us continue to share Jesus’ peace with everyone
we meet.

God loves you — Dieu vous aime (Dieu t’aime)

As we continue to celebrate Catholic Education Week, today we think about this important message: “God loves
you.”

In our Catholic schools, we learn that God’s love is a special gift that is always with us. From the moment we were
created, God has loved us deeply. His love stays with us, even when we make mistakes or have a hard day.

We see God’s love through Jesus, who teaches us how to be kind, forgive, and care for others. God's love means we
are never truly alone.

As Pilgrims of Hope, we are walking together on the path to holiness. We can share God’s love by the way we treat
others with kindness, respect, and joy.

Here’s something to think about: How can you remind someone that God loves them today? Maybe it’s by sharing
a smile, saying something kind, or including someone at recess.

Let’s fill our school with love and hope today and remember: God loves you.

Christ saves you — Le Christ vous sauve (Le Christ te sauve)
As we continue to celebrate Catholic Education Week, today we reflect on the sub- theme: “Christ Saves Us.”

In our Catholic schools, we celebrate the Good News that Jesus came to save us and show us God’s love. The name
“Jesus” means “God Saves”, and through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus made it possible for us to be close

to God forever.

Jesus' love is so strong that nothing can ever separate us from Him. Because of His sacrifice, we are never alone,
we are always surrounded by His love.

As Pilgrims of Hope, we are journeying together to become more like Jesus. That means showing kindness, helping
others, and forgiving when it’s hard.

Here’s something to think about today: How can you show God's love through your thoughts, words, and actions?
Maybe it’s including someone at recess, saying something kind, or helping a friend or teacher.

Let’s make today a day filled with love, hope, and joy as we remember: Christ saves us.



The Holy Spirit lives in you — L’Esprit Saint demeure en vous (L’Esprit Saint demeure en toi)
In our Catholic schools, we celebrate the Good News that Jesus is always with us, and He gave us a very special
gift: the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is God’s presence within us, helping us make good choices, share God’s love, and grow into the
people God made us to be. The Holy Spirit is like a quiet voice in your heart that says: “Be brave, be kind, forgive,

and You are never alone.”

As Pilgrims of Hope, we’re on a journey to live with joy, love, and faith. We’re called to follow Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit is our helper along the way.

Here’s something to think about today: How is the Holy Spirit working in you? Maybe it’s that feeling that tells
you to include someone who’s alone, help your teacher, say a kind word, or pray for someone in need.

Let’s make today a day filled with love, courage, and peace as we remember: The Holy Spirit lives in you.

Together on the journey — Ensemble sur le chemin
Good morning, everyone!

As a Catholic community, we are called to walk together in holiness — students, staff, and families united in faith.

Let us remember that through kindness, prayer, and love, we are never alone on this journey. Together, let us take a
moment to invite Jesus to guide our steps as we begin our day in prayer.



PA ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL, SECONDARY
SEPTEMBER 2025

Peace be with you — La paix soit avec vous
Good morning, School, and welcome to a new school year!

As we begin this journey together, let us be reminded of the words of Pope Leo XIV, who recently called us to be
“Pilgrims of Hope;” walking together with faith, simplicity, and love, even when the path is uncertain. He reminds
us that “even in darkness, light prevails,” and that our shared journey is one of unity, peace, and spiritual renewal.

This year, may we be inspired by the lives of young saints like Blessed Carlo Acutis and Saint Kateri Tekakwitha.
They showed us that holiness is possible in youth, and that faith can be lived with courage, creativity, and love.
With hearts open to learning and faith, may this year be marked by purpose, joy, and grace.

Let us now join together in prayer, with the theme of “Peace be with you” asking God to help us become true
peacemakers in our world.

God loves you — Dieu vous aime (Dieu t’aime)
As we continue to celebrate Catholic Education Week, we reflect on today’s subtheme: “God Loves You.”

In a world that sometimes focuses on achievements or popularity, it’s important to remember something much
greater: God’s love is constant, strong, and unconditional. We don’t have to earn it, it’s a beautiful gift that is
always ours. No matter who we are or what kind of day we’re having, God loves us completely and without limits.

In our Catholic schools, we are invited to live each day knowing we are deeply loved by God, just as we are. This
love gives us strength, courage, and purpose. Saint Augustine once said, “God loves each of us as if there were only
one of us.” That is the kind of personal, endless love we are surrounded by.

Christ saves you — Le Christ vous sauve (Le Christ te sauve)
As we continue to celebrate Catholic Education Week, we reflect on today’s subtheme “Christ Saves Us.”

In our Catholic schools today, we celebrate the Good News of our salvation as we continue our pilgrim journey to
holiness. As Christians, our hope is found in Christ. The name “Jesus” literally means “God Saves.” Jesus repaired
our friendship with God through his sacrifice on the cross and because of this great act of love, we can never be
separated from the love of God. We are called to respond to God’s love by loving our neighbour. How can we
respond to God’s love in our thoughts and actions today?

The Holy Spirit lives in you — L’Esprit Saint demeure en vous (L’Esprit Saint demeure en toi)
In our Catholic schools, we celebrate the powerful truth that God is with us, always.

One of the greatest gifts Jesus left us is the Holy Spirit, who continues to guide, strengthen, and inspire us every
day. The Spirit lives in you, helping you grow in courage, compassion, wisdom, and faith. Whether you’re facing
challenges, making decisions, or trying to stand up for what’s right, the Holy Spirit is God’s quiet presence working
within your heart.

As Pilgrims of Hope, we’re not on this journey alone. We’re being led and lifted by God’s Spirit, especially when
we open our hearts through prayer, kindness, and service.

Here’s something to reflect on today: How are you allowing the Holy Spirit to work in your life? Maybe it’s in the
way you forgive, include others, speak with kindness, or stand up for justice, even when it’s hard.

Let’s make today a day of intention, purpose, and hope and remember: The Holy Spirit lives in you. Let that truth
shape how you think, speak, and act.



Together on the journey — Ensemble sur le chemin

As we begin this new school year, let's remember that we're not just individuals on separate paths, but a community
on a shared journey. Saint John Paul II reminds us that "The Church is a community of people on a journey, a
pilgrim people, moving towards the fullness of the Kingdom." With this in mind, and Jesus as our guide, let's lean
on and learn from one other, as we let his love shine through everything we do.



PRAYERS FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL, ELEMENTARY - SEPTEMBER 2025

Peace be with you — La paix soit avec vous

O Lord of peace and promise,

You who walked among us and whispered, “Peace be with you,” guide our hearts as we journey in faith, as
Pilgrims of Hope on the path to holiness.

In a world faced with challenges and fear, let Your peace settle deep within us.

May it shine through our words, our deeds, and light the way for others to follow.

Grant us courage to walk humbly, strength to love boldly, and grace to seek You in all things.

With Mary, and all the saints who have gone before us, may we journey on with joyful hearts, and may we find
Christ’s peace in the good deeds of others.

Amen.

God loves you — Dieu vous aime (Dieu t’aime)

Loving God,

Thank You for the gift of Your love.

You created each of us with care, and You are always with us.

Because You love us, we know we are never alone.

Help us to remember that we are your children, and that each act of love brings us closer to You.
As Pilgrims of Hope, teach us to follow the path of kindness, truth, and holiness, just like Jesus did.
May our words be gentle, our hearts forgiving, and our hands ready to help others.

May Your light always shine in our schools, and may we remind others every day: God loves you!
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Christ saves you — Le Christ vous sauve (Le Christ te sauve)

Loving God,

Thank You for the gift of this day and for our Catholic school, where we learn about Your great love.

Today, we remember that Christ saves us.

Jesus, You gave Your life so we could be close to God forever.

You show us how to love, forgive, and be brave.

Help us to trust You when we feel afraid, to follow You when the path is hard, and to know that You are always
with us.

As we Journey on the path to holiness together, knowing that You are our guide and our Savior, fill our hearts with
joy and peace as we grow in kindness and faith.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Holy Spirit lives in you — L’Esprit Saint demeure en vous (L’Esprit Saint demeure en toi)
Loving God,

Thank You for this new day and for the gift of our Catholic school.

You have sent the Holy Spirit to live in our hearts, to help us grow in faith, love, and hope.

This year, we are Pilgrims of Hope, walking with You on the path to holiness.

Help us to be kind, generous, and full of joy as we learn and play.

Show us how to be more like Jesus in everything we do today.

Holy Spirit, shine in our hearts and guide our steps.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Together on the journey — Ensemble sur le chemin

Lord Jesus,

You call us to walk with You, as pilgrims on the path to holiness.

With hearts full of hope, we journey together students, educators, families, and friends united in faith, trusting in
Your loving guidance.

When the road is steep or the way unclear, be our light and our strength.

Help us to support one another with kindness, to share our gifts generously, and to see Your presence in the faces of
those we meet.

May the Spirit lead our steps with courage and compassion, reminding us that we are never alone.

Through prayer, service, and love, may we grow ever closer to You, becoming saints in the making, walking
joyfully toward Your Kingdom.

Amen.



PRAYERS FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL, SECONDARY - SEPTEMBER 2025

Peace be with you — La paix soit avec vous

Loving God,

You greet us with the words, “Peace be with you.”

Help us carry that peace into our hearts, our classrooms, and our friendships.

As young pilgrims, guide us on the path to holiness— a path of kindness, courage, and hope.

Teach us to listen for Your voice, to walk with others in love, and to believe that we can make a difference.
Let us be peacemakers in our schools and communities.

Let us build bridges of understanding and voices of compassion.

May Your Spirit fill us with hope, so that we may shine with the light of Christ and lead others to You.
Guide us to grow in faith, shine with joy, and always trust that You walk with us.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

God loves you — Dieu vous aime (Dieu t’aime)

God of all that is good,

As we begin this new school year, we look ahead in confident expectation, strengthened by the knowledge that
Your love is always there to accompany, inspire, and empower us.

Open our hearts to the warmth of Your radiant light, guiding us on our path to holiness as we strive to become more
fully the people You have called us to be.

Inspire us to see with Your accepting eyes and to listen with Your open ears.

Grace us with Your wisdom and vision so that we may welcome and celebrate all members of this community as
Your beloved children.

Teach us to be a visible sign of love in our world, promoting peace and justice as we work together to build Your
kingdom here on earth.

May Your love continue to light our journey as Pilgrims of Hope.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Christ saves you — Le Christ vous sauve (Le Christ te sauve)

God of all Creation,

In love, You sent Your only Son so that we may be drawn closer to You and out of love for all humanity, Christ
offered his life for everyone.

We thank You for the people in our lives who show us how to love as You loved us.

We thank You for the people of strong faith who expand our capacity to explore and understand Your ways.
We thank You for our Catholic schools where we encounter Christ everyday.

Give us the strength daily to be instruments of Your love and enable us to see everyone who crosses our path as our
brother or sister.

Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that we will come to trust in Your promise of salvation.

We praise Your holy name through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

The Holy Spirit lives in you — L’Esprit Saint demeure en vous (L’Esprit Saint demeure en toi)
God of grace and light,

We begin this new day with hearts open to Your presence.

You remind us in Scripture that “God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts” (Galatians 4:6).
Your Spirit fills us with hope, strength, and purpose.

As students in Catholic education, we walk together as Pilgrims of Hope — on the path to holiness.
Help us to live with compassion, integrity, and faith.

Guide our choices today so that we may reflect Your love in our words and actions.

Renew in us the desire to serve, to grow, and to walk boldly in the light of Your truth.

Holy Spirit, keep the flame of hope burning in us as we journey toward becoming who we are truly called to be.
We pray this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



Together on the journey — Ensemble sur le chemin

Loving God,

Thank you for the gift of the many new beginnings we have experienced this week.

As we begin the journey of this new year in our new classes, with friends both old and new, we remember that we
are made to belong — it’s how you shaped our hearts.

It’s also how you fill them.

Give us the confidence to open ourselves to the people you bring into our lives.

Help us be present, understanding, and kind so that we become the blessings to one another that you created us to
be.

May we discover the strength and joy that come from journeying together, learning from one another, and realizing
that we are never alone.

Guide and strengthen us as we cultivate our community to be one where everyone feels seen, heard, and valued.
We ask this in the name of Jesus who walks with us every step of the way.

Amen.



LITURGY PLANNING GUIDE FOR PILGRIMS OF HOPE: ON THE PATH TO HOLINESS FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL

e CATHOLIC
@ :DUCATION

WEEK

Catholic Education Week: Pilgrims of Hope: On the Path to Holiness
L’éducation catholique: Pélerins d’espérance: sur le chemin de la sainteté

“A I’exemple du Dieu saint qui vous a appelés, devenez saints, vous aussi” (1 Pierre 1, 15-16)

“As God who called you is holy, be holy yourselves.” (1 Peter 1:15-16)

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
September 1 September 2 September 3 September 4 September 5
CEW Peace be with you God loves you Christ saves you The Holy Spirit lives in you Together on the journey
Sub-Theme La paix soit avec vous Dieu vous aime (Dieu Le Christ nous sauve (Le L Esprit Saint demeure en Ensemble sur le chemin
t’aime) Christ te sauve) vous (L Esprit Saint demeure
en toi)
Feast Day St. Gregory the Great Optional Memorial: St.
Teresa of Calcutta
Reading 1 Thessalonians 4:13- | 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, Colossians 1:1-8 Colossians 1:9-14 Colossians 1:15-20
18 9-11
Psalm Psalm 96:1 and 3, 4- | Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14 Psalm 52:10, 11 Psalm 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6 | Psalm 100:1b-2, 3,4, 5
5,11-12, 13
R. I believe that I shall | R. I trust in the mercy of R. The Lord has made R. Come with joy into
R. The Lord comes to | see the good things of God for ever! known his salvation. the presence of the Lord.
Jjudge the earth. the Lord in the land of
the living.
Gospel Luke 4.16-30 Luke 4.31-37 Luke 4.38-44 Luke 5.1-11 Luke 5.33-39
The Spirit of the Lord | I know who you are - 1 must proclaim the Simon and his partners left | And Jesus said to them,

is upon me, because
he has anointed me to
bring glad tidings to
the poor.

the Holy One of God!

good news to other
cities, for I was sent for
this purpose.

everything and followed
Jesus.

“Can you make wedding
guests fast while the
bridegroom is with
them?



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%204%3A13-18&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%204%3A13-18&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%205%3A1-6%2C%209-11&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Thessalonians%205%3A1-6%2C%209-11&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A1-8&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A9-14&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201%3A15-20&version=NRSVCE
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/98?2
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4.16-30&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4.31-37&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+4.+38-44&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5.+1-11&version=NRSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+5.33-39&version=RSVCE

PLANNING SHEET FOR EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION
PILGRIMS OF HOPE: ON THE PATH TO HOLINESS FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL

Date: Occasion/Feast:

Time:

Location: Presider:

Altar Server(s): ,

Minister(s) of Hospitality:

Greeting by:

INTRODUCTORY RITES

a) Gathering Song

Sung

b) Greeting and Opening Prayer (Celebrant)
c) Penitential Rite (Celebrant)
d) Gloria

Omitted  Spoken  Sung

LITURGY OF THE WORD

a) First Reading

by:

b) Responsorial Psalm

Sung

¢) Second Reading (Optional)

d) Gospel Acclamation

Sung

e) Gospel

f) Homily

g) Creed (may be omitted)

h) Prayer of the Faithful by:

Response:

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

a) Presentation of the Gifts
Song

Sung

Gifts Presented by:

b) Preface (Celebrant)
¢) Holy Holy

Sung

d) Memorial Acclamation

Sung

e) Doxology

Sung

f) Great Amen

Sung

g) Lord’s Prayer

Sung

h) Sign of Peace/Lamb of God

Sung

1) Communion (Eucharistic Minister)

Extraordinary Minister(s) of the Eucharist
CONCLUSION

a) Blessing and Dismissal

b) Concluding Song

Sung




