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FIRST ABORIGINAL PERSON
appointed in New Brunswick to
positions of Provincial Court Judge,
followed by the Lieutenant Governor of
New Brunswick (2009-2014).

Awarded the Order of Canada for his

contributions to the people of New
Brunswick as a

lawyer,

judge,

lieutenant governor, and
Indigenous leader.



In 1537, Pope Paul III issued the powerfully-worded
Bull Sublimis Deus, defending the dignity and rights of
Indigenous peoples

the Indians are truly men and ... are not only capable of
understanding the Catholic Faith but, according to our
information, they desire exceedingly to receive it. . . . We define
and declare . . . that . . . the said Indians and all other people who
may later be discovered by Christians, are by no means to be
deprived of their or the

; and
that they may and should, and , enjoy their
liberty and the possession of their property; nor should they be in
any way enslaved; should the contrary happen, it shall be
and have

(Pope Paul lll, 1537)



Indigenous Inculturation in
the Words of St. John Paul 11

“Let me recall that, at the dawn of the Church’s
presence in the New World, my predecessor Pope
Paul III proclaimed in 1537 the rights of the
native peoples of those times. He affirmed
their dignity, defended their freedom and
asserted that they could not be enslaved or
deprived of their goods or ownership. That
has always been the Church’s position.”

Pope John Paul II in Fort Simpson 1987



Sir John Macdonald

Prime Minister of Canada

Canada’s first prime minister, Sir John
A. Macdonald, told the House of
Commons in 1883:

“When the school is on the reserve the child
lives with its parents, who are savages:
he is surrounded by savages, and
though he may learn to read and write his
habits, and training and mode of thought
are Indian. He is simply a savage who can
read and write. It has been strongly pressed
on myself, as the head of the Department,
that Indian children should be
withdrawn as much as possible from
the parental influence, and the only way
to do that would be to put them in central
training industrial schools where
they will acquire the habits and
modes of thought of white men.”



The Truth and
Reconciliation Commission
has concluded that Canada's

residential schools
amounted to "
" of aboriginal
people.



"These measures were part of a
coherent policy to eliminate
aboriginal people as distinct
peoples and to assimilate
them into the Canadian
mainstream against their will,"
the report says.




Edmonton Bishop Vital Grandin, lobbying for more funds for Catholic
residential schools, put it this way in a letter to Colonel James McLeod:

“Experience shows that civilization kills the Indigenous and makes
them disappear; more than 20 years of experience proves to me that our
way of ‘civilizing’ does not kill at all and if instead of three orphanages I
had 10 or more, and if instead of 15 or 20 children in each of our
institutions we could have a 100 or more, ‘civilization’ would soon make
the , but without killing them. On
leaving our houses these children no longer have anything Indigenous
about them except their blood; they have even forgotten their native
language to the extent that the Indigenous way of life is no longer
possible for them; we

. You see, Colonel, it is not about making them ...
devotees of our religion but it is about making them into men. Thanks
to the combined efforts of the priests, brothers and Grey Nuns, each in
their own sphere, I tell you that we can succeed in this endeavour (but)
more easily and economically than anyone else.”



Church Apologies and Reconciliation
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58 We call upon the Pope to issue an
apology to Survivors, their families,
and communities for the Roman
Catholic Church’s role in the
spiritual, cultural, emotional,
physical, and sexual abuse of First
Nations, Inuit, and Métis children in
Catholic-run residential schools.
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TRUTH AND
RECONCILIATION
COMMISSION
FINAL REPORT
BY THE NUMBERS

Here are some numbers and facts contained
in the final report of the commission:

6,750 150,000 37,951

Statements received bythe  Fjrst Nation, Métis, Claims made for injuries

Truth and Reconciliation

resulting from physical

from survivors of residen-  and Inuit students and sexual abuse In

tial schools, members of
their families and other in -

3,200

Documented number of
indigenous children who
died in residential schools.
Justice Murray Sinclair, the
chair of the commission,
estimates the number of
deaths is much higher.

100

The period, in years, 8
studied by the inquiry

into Canada’s residential

school system,

who went to resi- residential schools.

schools.

300

Communities
visited by the
commission
since 2008,

30,939 5269

Claims resolved for sexual Compensation in
or serious physical abuse billions for claims
in residential schools by resolved by the end
the end of 2014. of 2014.
Mumber of languages
in which the Truth and
Recenciliation Commission’s
report will be published:
English, French, Mikmag, Child-welfare agencies in
Ojibwa, Inuktitut, Cree and Canada operating under
Dené. provincial and territorial
Jjurisdiction.

Residential schools in M I L L I o N s
operation across the

country in 1930. Number of documents collected by
the commission since 2008,



ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS

POPE FRANCIS

APRIL 2022, Rome, ltaly

MEETING WITH
REPRESENTATIVES OF

INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES

FROM CANADA

...I also feel shame. I have said
this to you and now I say it again. I
feel shame — sorrow and
shame- for the role that a
number of Catholics, particularly
those with educational
responsibilities, have had in all
these things that wounded you,
in the abuses you suffered and
in the lack of respect shown for
your identity, your culture and

even your spiritual values.




The overall effects of the policies
linked to residential schools
were catastrophic. What our
Christian faith tells is that this
was a disastrous error,
incompatible with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

... looking ahead to the future
...an important part of this
process will be to conduct a
serious investigation into
the facts of what took place in
the past and to assist the
survivors of the residential
schools to experience healing
from the traumas they suffered.

“...incompatible
with the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.”

POPE FRANCIS,
2022




POPE FRANCIS Apostolic Journey to Canada:

Meeting with indigenous peoples




Pope Francis & the
significance of the Teepee




Pope Francis...

“Here, in this church, above the altar and
tabernacle, we see the four poles of a typical
indigenous tent, a teepee. This teepee has deep
biblical symbolism.

When Israel journeyed in the desert, God dwelt in
a tent that was set up every time that the people
stopped and camped: it was the Tent of Meeting.
The teepee reminds us that God
accompanies us on our journey and loves to
meet us together, in assembly, in council.
And when he became man, the Gospel tells us, he
literally “pitched his tent among us” (cf. Jn
1:14). God is a God of closeness, and in Jesus he
teaches us the language of compassion and tender
love. That is what we should call to mind every
time that we enter a church, where Jesus is
present in the tabernacle, a word that itself
originally meant “tent”. Therefore, God has
placed his tent in our midst; he accompanies.” us
through our deserts. He does not dwell in heavenly
mansions, but in our Church, which he wants to be
a house of reconciliation.

And when he became man, the
Gospel tells us, he literally
“pitched his tent among us”
(cf. John 1:14).




came man, the

Photo taken during the Rose Prince
Pilgrimage, July 2012




POPE FRANCIS homily
at the Lac Ste. Anne
Pilgrimage in Alberta
(2022)

When looking at the indigenous peoples and thinking
of their history and the pain that they endured, what do
I do for indigenous peoples? Do I merely listen with

curiosity, horrified by what happened in the
past, or do I do something concrete for them?
Do I pray, meet, read, support them, and let
myself be touched by their stories?
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In memory of
Pope Francis

December 17,1936 —April 21, 2025
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