OCSTA SPECIAL AWARD

Most Reverend Fred Colli
Retired Bishop, Diocese of Thunder Bay

Bishop Fred Colli’s recent retirement marks the conclusion of an
extraordinary chapter of service to both the Diocese of Thunder Bay and
the province.

Bishop Colli has dedicated over two decades to serving the Diocese of
Thunder Bay. His presence has always been a hallmark of his leadership,
+offering personal support and spiritual guidance to students, families and
educators alike.

In his diocesan work in Northwestern Ontario, Bishop Colli has shown a
deep commitment to supporting the faith and spirituality of First Nation,
- Métis, and Inuit (FNMI) students and families. Recognizing the high

= population of First Nation communities within the region, he ensured that
. all families felt included and supported in their connection to Catholic

~ education. His inclusive approach fostered trust and strengthened
relationships across diverse communities, enriching the spiritual life of

the region.

As a former ACBO representative to OCSTA, Bishop Colli provided thoughtful spiritual leadership and
tirelessly advocated for Catholic education across the province. Bishop Colli’s focus on inclusivity,
accessibility, and student-centred leadership has strengthened the foundation of Catholic Education in Ontario,
ensuring that it remains a beacon of faith and excellence for generations to come.

OCSTA is pleased to recognize His Excellency, Bishop Fred Colli as the recipient of the 2025 Special Award.



