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Introduction 

On behalf of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (“OCSTA”) we are pleased to 

provide you with our submission on Bill 98: Better Schools and Student Outcomes Act, 2023 

(“Bill 98”). The purpose of this submission is to identify key areas of priority for Catholic school 

boards in Ontario and to make recommended changes to Bill 98. The recommendations 

contained within this submission reflect consultation with Catholic school boards.  

The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) was founded in 1930. It represents 

237 elected Catholic trustees who collectively represent 29 English-language Catholic district 

school boards. Together, these school boards educate approximately 559,000 students from 

junior kindergarten to grade 12 and adults in continuing education programs province-wide.  

Inspired by the Gospel, the Mission of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association is to 

provide leadership, service and a provincial voice for elected Catholic school trustees who seek 

to promote and protect publicly funded Catholic education in Ontario.  

 

 

Catholic School Boards As Partners in Service Delivery  

The OCSTA, on behalf of Catholic school boards, makes every effort to work closely with the 

Ministry of Education to develop education programs, levels of funding and curriculum that 

supports the legislative and regulatory requirements spelled out in the Education Act. We have 

enjoyed a positive working relationship for many years with all stakeholders in the education 

sector, including all Ontario political parties. Catholic school trustees are the democratically 

elected representatives of the Catholic community. The boards they serve on are responsible for:  

 Establishing the Christ centered mission of their school systems;  

 Developing school board policies that promote and protect Catholic education;  

 Provide excellence in academics and faith formation opportunities for students;  

 Establishing and monitoring the Annual Budget;  

 Hire Director of Education and other staff consistent with preferential hiring rights;  

 Promoting the constitutional right of Catholic school ratepayers to govern, manage and 

 control publicly funded Catholic schools.  

 

 

Overall Legislative Intent of Bill 98 

OCSTA supports the general legislative intent of Bill 98, as expressed in the government’s 

posting on the Regulatory Registry: 

The Act, if passed, will help to re-focus Ontario's education system on student achievement, 

prioritizing hands-on learning and skills development in reading, writing and math, as well as 

continuing efforts to modernize our education system by unifying its focus on student 

achievement, putting highly qualified educators in the classroom and strengthening the voice of 

parents to enable students to succeed in life and work. 
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Bill 98 has five key pillars that would guide future regulatory and education policy reforms to: 

 

1.  Increase accountability and transparency by driving provincial priorities and 

expectations for Ontario's education sector from the province through to Ontario's classrooms. 

The proposed Bill would ensure all boards across the province are focused on delivering the 

government's key priorities for student achievement and improve accountability and 

transparency on board performance and funding. 

 

2.  Ensure effective governance through reforms that establish standardized processes and 

expectations for boards of trustees, Directors of Education and supervisory officers. The 

proposed Bill would support establishing a fair and impartial framework to support the integrity 

of trustee conduct across all boards and support all trustees and directors of education to have the 

competencies to effectively deliver on the government's key priorities for student achievement.  

 

3.  Maximize capital assets of boards to support building modern schools faster and better 

utilize school capacity so that students can attend school as close to home as possible. The 

proposed Bill would better leverage surplus property for public education and other provincial 

priorities, address accommodation needs in urban/high growth areas, ensure better planning for 

schools and associated child care facilities, maximize school capacity, where appropriate and 

improve consistency at the design phase to help reduce planning time and expedite the approvals 

process.  

 

4.  Strengthen teacher training and oversight to ensure teachers are trained for the needs 

of today's and tomorrow's classrooms and support student safety through fair and effective 

disciplinary processes for teachers and registered early childhood educators. The proposed Bill 

would ensure that fair and efficient disciplinary processes and other measures are in place for 

educators to build on progress made in previous reforms that enable the Ontario College of 

Teachers and the College of Early Childhood Educators to discharge their roles more effectively. 

 

5.  Encourage consistent information and approaches to student learning through more 

accessible information and opportunities for parents to get involved, and greater consistency in 

student mental health and well-being supports. This includes providing the information and tools 

necessary to ensure consistent information and approaches to student learning, including a 

greater role for parents and student learning about mental health and well-being.1 

 

 

Key Features of Bill 98: Schedule 2 Amendments to the Education Act 

Bill 98’s proposed amendments to the Education Act are significant. The Bill intends to: 

 Expand the Minister’s regulation-making powers respecting provincial priorities in 

education in the area of student achievement, apprenticeship learning to pupils; 

 

 Direct when a board may or must sell, lease or otherwise dispose of a school site,  

 part of  a school site or school property, and giving the Minister various powers over such 

 dispositions, including regulation-making powers; 

                                                           
1 See https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=44527&language=en  

https://www.ontariocanada.com/registry/view.do?postingId=44527&language=en
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 Mandate boards to adopt specific codes of conduct that apply to trustees of the board. 

 Amendments set out the process that shall apply where there is an allegation of a breach 

 of the code of conduct, including the mandated use of Integrity Commissioners; 

 

 Broaden the regulatory powers of the Minister of Education in the following areas: 

 i. to issue guidelines respecting the review and revision of curricula; 

 ii. to issue policies and guidelines setting out the training to be completed by   

  trustees, directors of education, supervisory officers and superintendents; 

 iii. to charge a fee for the evaluation of textbooks, library books, reference books or  

  other learning materials for selection and approval; 

 iv. to establish policies and guidelines respecting student mental health and   

  communications with parents. 

 

 

Guiding Principles of Bill 98 

 

We have and continue to consider Bill 98 through the lens of four essential guiding principles. 

That is the extent to which the legislation strengthens and promotes: 

 

1. The denominational and constitutional rights of Catholic school boards; 

 

2. Excellence in student faith formation, academic and co-curricular achievement and well-

 being;  

 

3. Local flexibility and autonomy, and  

 

4. The distinct and constitutionally protected role of locally-elected Catholic school trustees.  

We welcome within the legislation, the acknowledgement of the denominational and 

constitutional rights of Catholic school boards, including provisions requiring consultation in 

areas such as Integrity Commissioners and shared use of facilities. We applaud the focus on 

building a strong foundation for student learning as well as the amendment (29.6) that would 

require boards to establish policies respecting student mental health and the use of learning 

resources in this area. We as well welcome changes to the Ontario College of Teachers 

Disciplinary processes. 

Catholic school boards have throughout their history recognized parents as the primary educators 

of their children. As such, we strongly support the legislation’s stated priority on strengthening 

parental engagement and improving communication with parents. We are confident this will 

serve to build upon the good work of Catholic school boards in these important areas. 

While OCSTA supports the overall objectives of the legislation for improving student 

achievement, expanded scope of the Minister’s regulation making powers in certain areas will 

further diminish local autonomy and flexibility. Over the past number of years, successive 

governments have introduced regulations/legislation that have significantly reduced school board 

flexibility.  This loss in local autonomy and flexibility is of particular concern to Catholic school 

boards.  We strongly caution against any actions that further erode the ability of school boards to 

meet the distinct needs of their school communities. 
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OCSTA Recommendations: Schedule 2 - Education Act Amendments 

Governance Reforms for Trustees 

In section 24 of the Bill, amendments are proposed that require boards to adopt a code of conduct 

for members of the board that are developed through regulations. As it states: 

Regulations  

 (2) The Minister may make regulations governing codes of conduct that apply to board 

 members, including,  

(a) prescribing codes of conduct or parts of codes of conduct;  

(b) prescribing matters to be addressed by codes of conduct.  

OCSTA is also concerned about the potential for an overly prescriptive code of conduct for 

trustees. Restrictive codes of conduct for trustees may negatively impact the distinct role of 

Catholic school trustees. These include the affirmation of Gospel values and a vision of life 

centered on the teachings of Jesus Christ and the teachings of the Catholic Church. 

OCSTA Recommendations: 

 That the Ministry of Education consult with OCSTA and Catholic school boards when 

 developing regulations related to the code of conduct affecting Catholic school trustees in 

 an effort to recognize and support the distinct role of the Catholic school trustee; 

 

 That the Ministry of Education requires the inclusion of the duties of trustees as outlined 

 in section 218.1 of the Education Act, in trustee codes of conduct; 

 

 That the Ministry of Education add (c) under the Regulations to prescribe professional 

 development training for newly elected trustees. 

 

 

Role of Integrity Commissioners 

Amendments to section 218.3 Breach of the Code of Conduct indicate that if an alleged breach 

of the code of conduct by a board member is not resolved within 10 days after the member 

received notice of the alleged breach, then the board must refer the matter to an Integrity 

Commissioner appointed by the board. This commissioner is selected from a roster of Integrity 

Commissioners developed by the Minister in consultation with Trustee Associations. 

While OCSTA appreciates the provision for consultation with Trustee Associations in the 

development of a roster of Integrity Commissioners, OCSTA believes local Catholic school 

boards are best positioned to make decisions about if and when to refer code of conduct 

complaints to an Integrity Commissioner without oversight from the Ministry of Education.  
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OCSTA Recommendations: 

 That the Ministry of Education provide Trustee Associations or Catholic school boards 

 with adequate funding to support the hiring of Integrity Commissioners when required; 

 

 That the use of an Integrity Commissioner remain optional for school board. If required, 

 the Provincial list of Integrity Commissioners for Catholic school boards be determined 

 by the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association; 

 That the Ministry of Education continue to support professional development for trustees 

 regarding best practices in school board governance, including human rights/equity 

 training. 

 

 

Provincial Priorities in Education and Curriculum Reforms 

Subsection 8 (1) of the Education Act is amended to include the following related to provincial 

priorities in education: 

 0.1 establish policies and guidelines respecting the provincial priorities in education in 

 the area of student achievement prescribed under subsection 11.2 (1), and require boards 

 to comply with the policies and guidelines. 

OCSTA respects the role of the government and the Ministry of Education to set provincial 

priorities in education related to student achievement in so far as they respect denominational 

rights of Catholic boards. In addition, the expansion of the Minister’s powers to revise 

curriculum must respect these same rights and not in any way limit/impact the ability of Catholic 

school boards to develop distinctly Catholic curriculum. 

OCSTA Recommendations: 

 Ensure provincial priorities and curriculum policies and guidelines respect the 

 denominational rights of Catholic boards; 

 

 Respect Catholic boards’ right and ability to develop distinctly Catholic curriculum. 

 

 Provide sufficient funding to enable Catholic boards to realize their distinct Catholic  

Identity and comply with all provincially established policies and guidelines. 

 

 

Training Policies and Guidelines for Trustees and Senior Board Staff 

Section 3.4.21 proposes amendments to include mandatory policies and training guidelines for 

trustees, directors of education and supervisory officers/superintendents. The section states 

specifically: 
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 3.4.1 establish policies and guidelines setting out training, including the content, timing 

 and frequency of training, to be completed by board members, directors of education, 

 supervisory officers and superintendents and require those individuals to comply with the 

 policies and guidelines. 

OCSTA believes that the training requirements for senior board staff are different than those for 

Catholic trustees and should be dealt with separately. In addition, OCSTA believes this 

amendment risks duplicating training practices in existence since Catholic boards already have 

training policies, procedures and guidelines for trustees. OCSTA strongly supports training for 

trustees in the areas of human rights, equity and governance best practices as it relates to school 

board codes of conduct. 

OCSTA Recommendations: 

 That the Ministry of Education narrow the requirement for training policies to school 

 board trustees only; 

 

 That the Ministry of Education clarify the mandatory training areas for trustees; 

 

 That the Ministry of Education ensure the content of our trustee training for Catholic 

 school trustees respects denominational rights and sufficient funding is provided to 

 OCSTA and Catholic school  boards to infuse distinctly Catholic content in all 

 professional development and training material. 

 

 That the Ministry of Education provide sufficient funding to Catholic school boards to 

 provide faith formation and professional development opportunities for Catholic School 

 Trustees. 

 

Directors of Education Performance Appraisals – Proposed Amendments in force upon 

proclamation  

 

The amendment outlined in Bill 98 gives the Minister of Education the authority to standardize 

the process for Directors of Education performance appraisals through regulation that would 

include mandatory elements and require school boards to engage the Minister in the Directors of 

Education appraisal process, when requested by the Minister.  
 

The Director of Education is the chief education officer of the school board and acts as secretary 

of the board. The director reports directly to the board of trustees.  

 

OCSTA welcomes greater consistency in the process relating to Director Performance 

Appraisals. However, we have significant concerns about the Minister’s involvement in this 

human resource process between the board of trustees and their Director.  
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Recommendation: 

 

 That Bill 98 restrict the Minister’s authority in the performance appraisal process for 

Directors of Education to creating a standardized performance template that incorporates 

the Catholic Leadership Framework. 

 

 

Restrictions on Use of Board Funds 
 

Section 26 of Bill 98 proposes the following amendment: 

26 Subsection 233 (3) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted:  

Regulations re restrictions  

(3) The Minister may make regulations:  

 (a) requiring a board to restrict, in the manner and to the extent specified in the 

 regulations, the use of any revenue for the purposes specified in the regulations;  

 (b) prescribing the minimum and maximum amount of a board’s revenue that a board 

 must use for a specified purpose in a school board fiscal year;  

(c) prescribing conditions on a board’s use of revenue for specified purposes. 

OCSTA is concerned that this amendment, without further clarification, could restrict a boards’ 

capacity in the use of its revenues to meet its obligations for student achievement, faith formation 

and other areas of priority. If the legislative intent is to assist boards in managing financial risk, 

then we recommend the amendment should be more specific. 

OCSTA has noted through several submissions to the government that enveloping funds or the 

restriction of funds for specific purposes, erodes the boards’ capacity to target areas of student 

need as well as creates significant unnecessary administrative work. 

OCSTA Recommendations: 

 That the Ministry of Education clarify and narrow the scope of the Minister’s regulation 

 making authority over a boards’ use of its revenues to those areas that are deemed high 

 risk. 

 

 That the Ministry of Education review and revise the education funding model and  

various regulations so as to increase local autonomy and flexibility and reduce 

unnecessary administrative burden. 

 

 

Regulations on Board Participation in Business Activities 

Bill 98 also proposes to provide the Minister regulation making powers over a board’s business 

activities. As it states: 

(3) Section 11 of the Act is amended by adding the following subsections:  
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Regulations: board participation in activities  

 (5) Subject to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, the Minister may 

 make regulations prescribing activities relating to a board’s business activities and 

 governing boards’ participation in those activities.  

OCSTA has questions regarding the proposed amendment and in particular how it may impact a 

Catholic school board’s business activities and how members may participate in those activities.  

OCSTA Recommendation: 

 That the Ministry of Education clarify and provide additional information on the 

 proposed amendment so as to ensure  respect for the distinct role and responsibilities of 

 Catholic school board trustees in School Board Governance. 

 

 

Regulations on School Board Controlled Entities 

 

Bill 98 has proposed new regulations related to school board controlled entities. This may 

include student transportation consortia, insurance exchange organizations among others. As the 

Bill states: 

Regulations: school board controlled entities  

 (6) Subject to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, the Minister may 

 make regulations in respect of school board controlled entities, including,  

 (a) defining “school board controlled entity” and prescribing persons or organizations 

 that are school board controlled entities;  

 (b) prescribing requirements relating to finance and accountability and requiring school 

 board controlled entities to comply with the requirements.  

It is not clear to OCSTA what the intention of these regulations are and thus they could 

negatively impact the denominational rights of Catholic school boards.  

OCSTA Recommendation: 

 That the Ministry of Education clarify and provide more information on the proposed 

 amendment such as specifying the sorts of entities be to subject to the regulations, while 

 respecting the rights of Catholic school boards and its controlled organizations. 

 

 

Minister’s Powers Regarding Property Disposition 
 

OCSTA has particular interest in the amendments related to the disposition of school board 

property. The current process for the sale, lease or disposition of surplus property of a school 

board is governed by Ontario Regulation 444/98. The amendments proposed in Bill 98 give the 

Minister authority to direct boards to sell, lease or otherwise dispose of a school site, part of a 

school site or other property if it is not needed to meet current or future pupil accommodation 
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needs of the board, as determined in accordance with the Regulations. The challenge is how to 

determine future site or school property requirements of a board given population growth, 

housing developments, settlement patterns, demographic changes, property costs and related 

factors for community planning.  

OCSTA is mindful as well of the various challenges facing the provincial government in respect 

of housing developments, placement of long-term care facilities and other infrastructure needs of 

communities, in the context of the scarcity and cost of property in urban centres. However, 

boards and the government need to remain cautious in the disposition of school board property 

since determining future pupil accommodation requirements is extremely difficult to predict and 

assess.  

The continued ability of Catholic school boards to locate and control school sites is essential. 

OCSTA Recommendation: 

 That the requirement with regard to the disposition of school board property or facilities 

 fully respect the denominational/constitutional rights of Catholic school boards to locate, 

 manage and dispose of board property. 

 

 

Joint-Use of Schools 

 

The Bill also proposes the following amendment regarding joint-use of schools that OCSTA has 

some concerns with. Section 21 states: 

21 The Act is amended by adding the following section:  

Joint-use of schools  

 195.1 (1) The Minister may direct two or more boards to enter into an arrangement with 

 each other for the joint construction, ownership, control, management, maintenance, 

 operation, location or use of a school site, part of a school site or other property of a 

 board.  

 

Regulations  

 (2) The Minister may make regulations governing the arrangements referred to in 

 subsection (1). 

Although a joint-use school many provide for some efficiencies, there are a number of obstacles 

or challenges that exist in coordinating their development. First, when seeking a location, schools 

must agree on accommodation needs, which can mean hundreds or thousands of pupil places for 

joint schools. When locating in large urban centres, for example, there is often limited land area 

in infill developments to accommodate open space/functionality for multiple schools. In 

addition, the timelines associated with funding supply and approvals can also be challenging 

between boards whose funding sources vary.  

There are also issues related to the operation of joint-use facilities. Increased student population, 

traffic and use result in accelerated wear and tear on the facility, higher renewal and maintenance 
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costs over a smaller than usual timeframe. Additionally, differing interpretations of and lack of 

clarity around roles and responsibilities of school staff and boards coupled with different union 

groups may exacerbate typically minor issues. Managing shared costs and responsibilities of 

school operations such as maintenance and custodial services can become contentious issues if 

agreements are not consistently administered.  

For school staff managing use of shared space – play space, library, gym – to ensure equal 

opportunity of use by both boards can be sometimes challenging given varied schedules and 

extra-curricular activities. As well, expansion space is typically limited, which constrains the 

opportunities to address changing enrolment/accommodation needs of both parties. 

Joint-Use Arrangements  

The successful joint-use arrangements typically share a vision for school design from the outset, 

with agreements drafted to cover areas such as shared use, operation and maintenance, etc. These 

types of agreements are important to aligning goals, the distinct mission and objectives of both 

boards. It is also important to have funding allocations equalized between the boards and 

confirmed prior to the approvals phase of a joint project and to have joint accounts developed to 

manage some of the regulatory and governance barriers that may be present.  

The central element that assists with joint-use school arrangements is a comprehensive “shared 

facility use agreement” that includes a management committee that meets on a very frequent 

basis to discuss issues and includes both school principals and central administrative staff. Many 

of the issues happen at the local level (i.e., use of shared playground fields, ride drop-off issues), 

and can be solved if the management committee is meeting regularly. Proper delineation of 

physical space as well as fair and equitable distribution of amenities avoids confusion and 

disruption to school operations. Streamlining routine site maintenance activities and finding 

economies of scale for such activities as snow and ice control and lawn mowing not only aid in 

smooth operation but also provide opportunity for cost efficiencies.  

OCSTA Recommendations: 

 That the Ministry of Education ensure a comprehensive consultation plan is developed 

 involving OCSTA and Catholic school boards on the regulations regarding joint-use; 

 

 That the Ministry of Education ensure funding allocations for each board within a 

 proposed joint-use arrangement are consistent and confirmed prior to the approvals phase 

 of a joint project; 

 

 The joint-use arrangement should be legally structured to elaborate on the operational 

 terms and conditions for joint-use and include mechanisms to formally review the 

 contract periodically. In addition, the contract should have mediation agreements and 

 dissolution terms built into the contract;  

 

 That joint-use capital school arrangements remain at the discretion of partnering school 

 boards and/or municipalities.  
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In summary, OCSTA supports a number of aspects of Bill 98 and respectfully 

requests/recommends that in addition to Integrity Commissioners and shared use of 

schools/facilities, the legislation be amended so as to require consultation in the following areas: 

 Surplus property disposition; 

 Trustee Codes of Conduct; 

 The Minister’s regulation making powers over a board’s business activities and school 

 board-controlled entities; and 

 Directors of Education Performance appraisals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A Submission to the Ministry of Education 

Bill 98: Better Schools and Student Outcomes Act, 2023  Page 12 

 

Summary of Recommendations 

Governance Reforms for Trustees 

 That the Ministry of Education consult with OCSTA and Catholic school boards when 

 developing regulations related to the code of conduct affecting Catholic school trustees in 

 an effort to recognize and support the distinct role of the Catholic school trustee; 

 

 That the Ministry of Education requires the inclusion of the duties of trustees as 

 outlined in section 218.1 of the Education Act, in trustee codes of conduct; 

 

 That the Ministry of Education add (c) under the Regulations to prescribe  professional 

 development training for newly elected trustees. 

 

Role of Integrity Commissioners 

 That the Ministry of Education provide Trustee Associations or Catholic school boards 

 with adequate funding to support the hiring of Integrity Commissioners when required; 

 

 That the use of an Integrity Commissioner remain optional for school board. If required, 

 the Provincial list of Integrity Commissioners for Catholic school boards be determined 

 by the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association; 

 

 That the Ministry of Education continue to support professional development for trustees 

 regarding best practices in school board governance, including human rights/equity 

 training. 

 

Provincial Priorities in Education and Curriculum Reforms 

 Ensure provincial priorities and curriculum policies and guidelines respect 

 denominational rights of Catholic boards; 

 

 Respect Catholic boards’ right and ability to develop distinctly Catholic curriculum. 

 

 Provide sufficient funding to enable Catholic boards to realize their distinct Catholic 

 identity and comply with all provincially established policies and guidelines. 

 

Training Policies and Guidelines for Trustees and Senior Board Staff 

 That the Ministry of Education narrow the requirement for training policies to school 

 board trustees only; 

 

 That the Ministry of Education clarify the mandatory training areas for trustees; 

 

 That the Ministry of Education ensure the content of our trustee training for Catholic 

 school trustees respects denominational rights and sufficient funding is provided to 
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 OCSTA and Catholic school  boards to infuse distinctly Catholic content in all 

 professional development and training material. 

 

 That the Ministry of Education provide sufficient funding to Catholic school boards to 

 provide faith formation and professional development opportunities for Catholic School 

 Trustees. 

 

Directors of Education Performance Appraisals – Proposed Amendments in force upon 

proclamation  

 

 That Bill 98 restrict the Minister’s authority in the performance appraisal process for 

Directors of Education to creating a standardized performance template that incorporates 

the Catholic Leadership Framework. 

 

Restrictions on Use of Board Funds 
 

 That the Ministry of Education clarify and narrow the scope of the Minister’s regulation 

 making authority over a boards’ use of its revenues to those areas that are deemed high 

 risk. 

 

 That the Ministry of Education review and revise the education funding model and  

various regulations so as to increase local autonomy and flexibility and reduce 

unnecessary administrative burden. 

 

Regulations on Board Participation in Business Activities 

 

 That the Ministry of Education clarify and provide additional information on the 

 proposed amendment so as to ensure  respect for the distinct role and responsibilities of 

 Catholic school board trustees in School Board Governance. 

 

Regulations on School Board Controlled Entities 

 

 That the Ministry of Education clarify and provide more information on the proposed 

 amendment such as specifying the sorts of entities be to subject to the regulations, while 

 respecting the rights of Catholic school boards and its controlled organizations. 

 

Minister’s Powers Regarding Property Disposition 

 

 That the requirement with regard to the disposition of school board property or facilities 

 fully respect the denominational/constitutional rights of Catholic school boards to locate, 

 manage and dispose of board property. 

 

Joint-Use of Schools 

 

 That the Ministry of Education ensure a comprehensive consultation plan is developed 

 involving OCSTA and Catholic school boards on the regulations regarding joint-use; 
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 That the Ministry of Education ensure funding allocations for each board within a 

 proposed joint-use arrangement are consistent and confirmed prior to the approvals phase 

 of a joint project; 

 

 The joint-use arrangement should be legally structured to elaborate on the operational 

 terms and conditions for joint-use and include mechanisms to formally review the 

 contract periodically. In addition, the contract should have mediation agreements and 

 dissolution terms built into the contract;  

 

 That joint-use capital school arrangements remain at the discretion of partnering school 

 boards and/or municipalities.  
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