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Catholic Education Week 2023 
Catholic Education: We are Many, We are One 

L’éducation catholique: À plusieurs, nous sommes un 

April 30 – May 5, 2023 

 

Guidelines for Using the Advance Kit 

 
What is Catholic Education Week? 

Each year the Catholic community of Ontario engages in a week-long celebration of the unique 

identity and distinctive contributions of Catholic education during Catholic Education Week. 

 

What is the theme of Catholic Education Week? 

This year’s celebration entitled, “Catholic Education: We are Many, We are One” is scheduled 

for the week of April 30 – May 5, 2023. The scriptural passage that guides our theme is, “We, 

who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members, one of another.” 

Romans 12:5 

 

What is the Catholic Education Week Resource Kit? 

For a number of years, OCSTA has developed and distributed a school-based Resource Kit of 

activities, prayer services and suggested resources based on the theme of the particular year. The 

Resource Kit is sent to Catholic school communities early in the new year to assist them in their 

Catholic Education Week activities. 

 

What is the Catholic Education Week Advance Kit? 

In order to help all Catholic educational partners engage in prayer and dialogue in preparation for 

Catholic Education Week 2023, OCSTA has prepared an Advance Kit of prayer services and 

reflection activities. Unlike the Resource Kit that is designed for students, the Advance Kit, sent 

early in the school year, is designed to help adult groups (trustees, school board staff, school staff 

groups, parent groups, parish groups, associations, etc.) reflect on the theme of Catholic 

Education Week with prayer services and reflection activities beginning in Advent and 

concluding in the month before Catholic Education Week. 

 

What are the sub-themes of Catholic Education Week? 

The Advance Kit has five prayer and reflection activities for the five months preceding Catholic 

Education Week, each activity reflecting one of the five sub-themes of Catholic Education 

Week: 

 

  Advent: When we see…En voyant 

  January: When we listen…En écoutant 

  February: When we reflect…En réfléchissant 

  March: When we learn…En apprenant 

  April:  When we act…En agissant 
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How can the Advance Kit be used in a local Catholic educational community? 

 

Each service may be used to begin a meeting or gathering, or to provide an opportunity for the 

adult partners in a local Catholic education community to discuss the themes. The prayer 

services include: 

 

 Prayers that reflect the theme 

 A scripture reading that connects with the theme 

 A personal reflection related to the scripture reading 

 A theme-related reading taken from the contemporary Catholic spiritual writings 

 Questions for discussion or reflection based on that reading 

 

Does the format of these prayer services always have to be followed? 

The Advance Kit is a gift to be adapted and utilized in whatever way suits the needs of your local 

community. Feel free to use all, or any part of the kit, in the five months prior to Catholic 

Education Week 2023, beginning in Advent 2022. 

 

What approach should be taken to the discussion? 

The Advance Kit is designed in Catholic education to help adult groups to sit down together to 

pray and reflect. In discussing the reflection questions found in this Advance Kit, it is important 

to allow for the divergent views and experiences that may emerge. Reflection sharing or 

discussions should be conducted in a gospel atmosphere of respect. Conflicting points of view 

should be heard and accepted without feeling the need for them to be resolved. 

 

How can we help prepare for future Catholic Education Week activities? 

OCSTA encourages all its partners to let us know about your group’s use of this Advance Kit by 

sending an email to OCSTA at the following email address: ocsta@ocsta.on.ca. 

 

The Catholic Education Week Committee would also be pleased to receive your feedback on this 

Advance Kit as well as suggestions to improve its value to our partners in Catholic education. 

These and all other Catholic Education Week materials are available on the OCSTA website at: 

www.goodnewsforall.ca. 

 
  

                                                           
Note that the scriptural reading has been provided for your convenience, however, scripture should normally be 

read from a Bible or Lectionary. 

mailto:ocsta@ocsta.on.ca
http://www.goodnewsforall.ca/
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Advent 2022 
“When we see” 

 
SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS 

 Christ be Our Light (Farrell)  

 Open Up (Brilliance)  

 Come Divine Messiah  (Abbe Pellegrin, 16th cen ) 

 Come, O Come Emmanuel (Plain song Melody, 15th cen)  ENYA  

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Loving God, we find your love in the darkness and in the light.  

Help us to see beyond ourselves to firmly walk your path of love.  

May we know your peace in our hearts as we prepare for your coming.  

We know that when we see your love manifest in your children, peace reigns.  

Inspire us to promote this peace in our world. 

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus, Prince of Peace.  

Amen. + 

  

READING: A reading from the book of Isaiah 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.  In days to come the 

mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 

raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.  

Many peoples shall come and say, “ Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house 

of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”  

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  He shall 

judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into 

ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war anymore.    

The Word of the Lord.  R. Thanks be to God. 
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QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 

During this Advent season, Isaiah invites us to come and walk in the light of the Lord.  

Isaiah speaks of a time when nation shall not lift up sword against nation. There is a message of 

peace in these Advent readings. When we see our brothers and sisters, we can walk together in 

light.  

 

 How can you be an instrument of peace in this Advent season?  

 Where do you see places of darkness in need of light? 

 What hopes do you have for nations to put down their swords?  Is this possible in our world 

today?  How can we contribute?  

 

Some Rules for Peace-making by Ron Rolheiser, OMI  

Perhaps the deepest imperative within the entire moral life is that of being non-violent. It 

undergirds everything else: Thou shalt not violate others! So reads the most basic of all 

commandments. But, for all its importance, it is a certain moral minimum. Beyond being non-

violent, we are asked to be, positively, peace-makers. However, all efforts at peace-making must 

be predicated on non-violence. Violent efforts that try for peace are themselves part of the 

problem. 

 

With this in mind, let me paraphrase Jim Wallis – who draws these principles from such great 

peace-makers as Gandhi, Dorothy Day, Martin Luther King, Thomas Merton, and William 

Stringfellow. Wallis suggests that if our efforts at peace-making are to be fruitful, both within the 

intimate circles of our primary communities as well as in the wider circles of social justice, we 

must truly remain non-violent. That implies the following: 

All our actions for peace must be rooted in the power of love and the power of truth and must be 

done for the purpose of making that power known and not for making ourselves known. Our 

motivation must always be to open people to the truth and not to show ourselves as right and 

them as wrong. Our best actions are those which admit our complicity and are marked by a spirit 

of genuine repentance and humility. Our worst actions are those that seek to demonstrate our 

own righteousness, our purity, and our moral distance from the violence we are protesting.  

Whenever our pride overtakes our protest we are simply repeating in a political form the self-

righteousness judgement of the fundamentalist: “I’m saved and you are not!” 

 

QUESTIONS FOR GUIDED REFLECTION 

 Considering Ron Rolheiser’s thoughts, why do we need to truly see ourselves as well as our 

neighbour to bring about peace? 

 What is it about the Advent season that calls us to see our faith in a new way?  

 The destruction of creation is a form of violence. Unfortunately, the Advent-Christmas season 

becomes very commercial. How can you invite yourself to go beyond the consumerism of the 

season? 
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CLOSING PRAYER 

God of light,  

Help us to know that when we see your children as ourselves,  

you bring us to a greater love. 

Guide us to understand that when we see your creation as vital to our community,  

we support the wellbeing of others. 

Empower us to believe that when we see ourselves as peacemakers, 

we can make the world a better place.  

Give us grace in this Advent season to truly walk in your light.  

We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. + 

 

SUGGESTED CLOSING SONGS 

 People Look East by Marty Haugen People, Look East - YouTube 

 Gabriel’s Message by Matt Maher Matt Maher - Gabriel's Message (Official Audio) - YouTube 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jfVC9qFlw9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GHWtWIcSN3U
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January 2023 
“When we listen” 

 
SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS 

 Here I Am, Lord by Dan Schutte: https://youtu.be/Z4ATBaI7ycY 

 Speak, O Lord by Keith & Kristyn Getty: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JhWKoxZm9o4 

 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light by Kathleen Thomerson https://youtu.be/sDzcZWa_YqQ  

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Prayer to Listen, Heal and Respond 

Loving God, give us hearts that listen for your word. 

Let us imitate the Good Samaritan, who does not turn away from suffering. 

 

Help us listen. 

 May we listen to those who struggle daily for dignity. 

 Let us hear your voice in the stories of those on the margins. 

 Help us always see what binds us together as sisters and brothers. 

 

Help us to heal. 

 May we be willing to stand in the place of others. 

 Let us be open to difference that we may arrive at understanding. 

 Help us to seek reconciliation that our world may reflect justice. 

 

Help us respond. 

 May our faith move us to action in the public square. 

 Let us work with others of good will, finding solutions together. 

 Help us exercise political charity, seeking the common good and dignity for all. 

 

Lord, give us the courage to trust in your hand guiding us. 

 

Give us the courage to respond like the Good Samaritan, setting aside divisions to attend to the 

needs of the other. May we know and see your love present in our communities; made real in the 

ways we love one another. Amen. + 

 
Source : https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayer-listen-heal-and-respond  

 

  

https://youtu.be/Z4ATBaI7ycY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JhWKoxZm9o4
https://youtu.be/sDzcZWa_YqQ
https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayer-listen-heal-and-respond
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READING:  Matthew 7:24-29 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

 

R. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who 

built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 

house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these 

words of mine and does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on 

sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it 

fell—and great was its fall!” 

Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching, for 

he taught them as one having authority, and not as their scribes. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord.  R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 

 How well are you hearing God’s words and acting on them? Like the wise man or the foolish 

one?  

 As Pope Francis appropriately pointed out, “We no longer engage in dialogue, but competing 

monologues.” We may be good listeners, but are we truly hearing what is being said? How can 

we be more patient listeners; listening with full attention, being attentive and concentrating on 

the others’ words rather than on our own anticipated responses?   

 What can good listening look like? Good listening comes from a humble heart that sees others as 

more important than ourselves. (“Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in 

humility regard others as better than yourselves.” Philippians 2:3). Good listening focuses on 

the other first (“Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others.” 

Philippians 2:4). 

 Amidst the constant voices that compete for our attention, we must be mindful of the small voice 

within us.  This is God’s voice. This voice is what guides our words and actions. In what ways 

can we quiet our surroundings so that we can hear more clearly the Voice of truth who guides us 

on our way? 

 

CONTEMPORARY CATHOLIC WRITING 

Listening With the Ear of the Heart: Pope Francis’ Message for the World Day of Social 

Communications  

 

Message of his Holiness Pope Francis for the 56th World Day of Social Communications: 

Listening With the Ear of the Heart 

 

 

  

https://www.exaudi.org/listening-with-the-ear-of-the-heart/
https://www.exaudi.org/listening-with-the-ear-of-the-heart/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/20220124-messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/20220124-messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html
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QUESTIONS FOR GUIDED REFLECTION 

 What kind of listener are you? 

 What does the ministry of listening look like to you? What strategies can you implement to 

“listen with the ear of your heart”? 

 As the Synodal process unfolds, how can we move forward as better listeners and welcome the 

voice of others? 

 How can our listening bring us to a path of healing and reconciliation? 

    

Spoken Word – Listen With the Ear of our Heart: https://youtu.be/LRzDkmKFykI  

 Reflect on the following quotes from the video: 

“Listening is the first indispensable ingredient of dialogue and good communication.” 

“Listen before speaking. As the apostle James exhorts, “Let every man be quick to hear, but slow 

to speak.” 

 What does ‘listening with the ear of the heart’ look like to you?  

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

God of all time, we thank you for your presence within us.  

May we always have the wisdom to take the time to truly listen to you,  

to follow your Word and act upon it.  

Help us to pay attention to the many ways you show yourself to us,  

for we know you are with us at all times.  

May we hear your voice today,  

as it strengthens within each of us the desire to follow you and do your good work.  

Teach us to listen to your presence within as you guide, protect, and lead us.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus, Your Son. Amen. + 

 

GUIDED PRAYER OPTION 

This prayer can also be prayed together by a group. The facilitator leads with each phrase and the 

group repeats aloud after each consecutively diminishing phrases. The pause between each 

phrase can be lengthened depending on your need or the needs of the group. 

 

Facilitator: In the busyness of our lives, it is important to take time to listen for the voice of 

God; to guide us, inspire us and bring us hope. Take a moment and set aside some quiet time.  

Remove all distractions and find a comfortable place to sit.  

Gently close your eyes. Then take a deep breath in through your nose and then slowly exhale 

through your mouth.  

As you continue breathing at a comfortable pace imagine a calming place. Hold that place in 

your mind for a few moments to help you enter into this time of quiet prayer relaxed and open to 

listening to God’s word. 

In the silence of your heart recite the following scripture verse:  

 “Be still, and know that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10) 

 

Ask God to be with you in the silence and to speak to your heart.  

“Be still, and know that I am God.” 

 

Listen for God’s voice…what is God saying to you? 

Say the words, “Be still, and know that I am God.” 

https://youtu.be/LRzDkmKFykI
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After a couple deep breaths, pray, “Be still and know that I am.” 

After a couple deep breaths, pray “Be still and know.” 

After a couple deep breaths, pray, “Be still.” 

After a couple deep breaths, pray, “Be.” 

When ready, pray, “Amen.” 

 

Take a quiet moment and reflect: What is God saying to you? How does this scripture resonate 

with you? Tell God what is on your mind. 

 

SUGGESTED CLOSING SONGS 

 The Summons by John L. Bell: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GiXnbOORTAU 

 Word of God Speak by Mercy Me: https://youtu.be/JTY-UKgLlXs  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GiXnbOORTAU
https://youtu.be/JTY-UKgLlXs
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February 2023 
“When we reflect” 

 
SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS 

 All That Is Hidden (Farrell) 

 Christ Be Our Light (Farrell) 

 Hold On To Love (Manibusan) 

 God Be In My Head (Brown) 

 All Are Welcome (All Belong) (Manibusan) 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

We are so blessed Jesus because you formed us as a community of faith. 

We do not have to walk the path alone. 

Help us to reflect on your word so we are guided on our journey. 

We ask this through the Holy Spirit. Amen. + 

 

READING: A reading from the book of Sirach 

Stand in the company of the elders:  Who is wise?  Attach yourself to such a one. 

Be ready to listen to every godly discourse, and let no wise proverbs escape you. 

If you see an intelligent person, rise early to visit him; let your foot wear out his door. 

Reflect on the statutes of the Lord, and meditate at all times on his commandments. 

It is he who will give insight to your mind, and your desire for wisdom will be granted. 

 

The word of the Lord.  R: Thanks be to God. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 

“The Book of Sirach is unique in the Jewish Scriptures because it clearly identifies its author: 

Jesus Ben Sira, a wise teacher who lived early in the second century BCE.  Living in Jerusalem 

during a time of great change, he saw many of his people especially those who were rich - 

deserting traditional Jewish beliefs in favour of more fashionable ideas coming from Greece.”  
The Catholic Youth Bible - NRSV Catholic Education   
 

 Do you think we live in a time of great change in 2023? 

 How do you see people around you deserting traditional Christian beliefs in favour of the more 

fashionable secular values? 

 Do you think Sirach’s solution to the problem would work for leaders in Catholic Education? 
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READING: Self-reflection 

“Woven throughout the duty and seasonal cycles of Catholic life is a practical emphasis on self-

reflection.  This practice is given special focus during particular liturgical seasons of the Church 

year (Lent/Advent), and in particular traditional activities (the ‘parish mission’) and 

groups…encouraged personally and communally in the parish pastoral context.  It is part of 

Catholic culture.  There are two important aspects of this broad practice to which I draw your 

attention: ‘theological reflection’, and ‘life narrative reflection’.  While these have long been a 

part of Catholic practice, they are meeting contemporary needs in new ways.”  

Jill Gowdie, Stirring the Soul of Catholic Education - Formation for Mission, 2017, page 80 

 

 How much do you reflect on your practice as a Catholic leader in education? 

 Does your reflection provide you with awareness of how you can improve your practice? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Gracious God, inspire us to gather wisdom from holy mentors, saints and children. 

We want to serve you and the Gospel with all our hearts, minds and spirits.  Remind us to reflect 

regularly on Scripture and tradition so we can build our Catholic learning community of joy, 

peace and gratitude. Amen. + 

 

SUGGESTED CLOSING SONG 

 All Are Welcome (All Belong) (Manibusan) 
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March 2023 
“When we learn” 

 
SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS 

 Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord, Lift Up Your Hearts, #537.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idQ1n3cdgfo 

 Eye Has Not Seen, Glory & Praise, #645. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRyOS0nZr7s 

 All Are Welcome, Glory & Praise, #570 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9bOiAxwi4U 

 A Listening Heart 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uT36Zn73tWc 

 Peace Prayer, Glory & Praise, #680 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fj0oiGWrkwI 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

God of peace and justice, 

Open our hearts and minds to the beauty and wisdom of those around us. 

Help us to create spaces of warmth, welcome and acceptance where each and every person is 

valued and heard. 

Guide us to see and celebrate our differences as opportunities for growth and learning.    

Teach us to appreciate the many gifts and insights we can offer to each other as members of one 

faith community. 

Sustain us as we work to build your kingdom here on Earth. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  + 

 
 

READING: A reading from the Book of Proverbs (Proverbs 2:2-10) 

My child, if you accept my words 

and treasure up my commandments within you, 

making your ear attentive to wisdom 

and inclining your heart to understanding, 

if you indeed cry out for insight 

and raise your voice for understanding, 

if you seek it like silver 

and search for it as for hidden treasures— 

then you will understand the fear of the Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=idQ1n3cdgfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rRyOS0nZr7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9bOiAxwi4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uT36Zn73tWc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fj0oiGWrkwI
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and find the knowledge of God. 

For the Lord gives wisdom; 

from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 

he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; 

he is a shield to those who walk blamelessly, 

guarding the paths of justice 

and preserving the way of his faithful ones. 

Then you will understand righteousness and justice 

and equity, every good path, 

for wisdom will come into your heart, 

and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. 

 

The word of the Lord.  R: Thanks be to God. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION (1 and 2 adopted from Nalli, 2022) 

 How can we provide opportunities for every student to see themselves represented always and 

everywhere in our Catholic community?  

 How can we inspire hope and cultivate caring and trusting relationships where diversity, joy and 

excellence are celebrated in our Catholic community?  

 As a member of this Catholic community, how well do I listen to others? Am I present and open 

to others’ gifts of wisdom and experience so that I may learn from those around me? 

 

READINGS 

1) Excerpt from Pope Francis’ Message for World Communications Day 2014 

“Communication at the Service of an Authentic Culture of Encounter” 
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/papa-francesco_20140124_messaggio-

comunicazioni-sociali.html#:~:text=Good%20communication%20helps%20us%20to,and%20learn%20from%20one%20another. 

 

“Good communication helps us to grow closer, to know one another better, and ultimately, to 

grow in unity. The walls which divide us can be broken down only if we are prepared to listen 

and learn from one another.” 

 

2) Excerpt from Pope Francis’ Message for World Communications Day 2022 
 “Listening with the ear of the heart” 
 https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/20220124-messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html 

 

“Listening always requires the virtue of patience, together with the ability to allow oneself to 

be surprised by the truth, even if only a fragment of truth, in the person we are listening to. 

Only amazement enables knowledge. I think of the infinite curiosity of the child who looks at 

the world around them with wide-open eyes. Listening with this frame of mind — the wonder 

of the child in the awareness of an adult—is always enriching because there will always be 

something, however small, that I can learn from the other person and allow to bear fruit in my 

own life.” 

  

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/papa-francesco_20140124_messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html#:~:text=Good%20communication%20helps%20us%20to,and%20learn%20from%20one%20another
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/papa-francesco_20140124_messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html#:~:text=Good%20communication%20helps%20us%20to,and%20learn%20from%20one%20another
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/communications/documents/20220124-messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali.html
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QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION (adopted from Nalli, 2022) 

 How can we ensure that we listen to the voices of our students, parents, and members of the 

community so that their lived experiences and voices are raised in our Catholic school 

community?  

 How can we provide opportunities for our students to showcase their individual assets, strengths, 

and passions in our Catholic school community?  

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Prayer for Synod on Synodality 2021-23 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 

nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life 

and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, 

in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. + 
 

https://www.synod.va/en/what-is-the-synod-21-23/the-adsumus-prayer.html 

 

SUGGESTED CLOSING SONGS 

 A Place in the Choir https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iP27eatYxE 

 We are One in The Spirit, Glory & Praise, #544  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HV-f92IbN2U 

 City of God, Glory & Praise, #538, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cnya9uh0oZo 

 We Are Many Parts, Glory & Praise, #550,  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vq0011yb6jw 

 Companions on the Journey, Glory & Praise, #545, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h86xLnaXUZU 

  

https://www.synod.va/en/what-is-the-synod-21-23/the-adsumus-prayer.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-iP27eatYxE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HV-f92IbN2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cnya9uh0oZo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vq0011yb6jw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h86xLnaXUZU
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April 2023 
“When we act” 

 
SUGGESTED OPENING SONGS 

 Tim Hughes, “God of Justice”: https://youtu.be/Uozc-9XWoBo (Lyrics: https://genius.com/Tim-

hughes-god-of-justice-lyrics ) 

 Matt Redman, “Let My People Go”: https://youtu.be/ovgajU53fM0  

(Lyrics: https://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/let-my-people-go-matt-redman/ ) 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

God who acts in and through us, 

as we contemplate our world and its many needs, 

we ask your wisdom, courage and vision. 

Help us to translate our prayers into actions, 

our hope into practice, 

our faith into witness. 

May the gift of our differences lead us to a deeper unity, 

and may our efforts together on behalf of justice help to build up your kingdom of love. 

We ask all of this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. + 

  
READING: A reading from the book of Deuteronomy (Deut 30:10-14) 

Obey the Lord your God by observing his commandments and decrees … Turn to the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul. Surely, this commandment that I am commanding 

you today is not too hard for you, nor is it too far away. It is not in heaven, that you should say, 

‘Who will go up to heaven for us, and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ Neither 

is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us, and 

get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ No, the word is very near to you; it is in your 

mouth and in your heart for you to observe. 

 

The Word of the Lord.  R: Thanks be to God. 

  

https://youtu.be/Uozc-9XWoBo
https://genius.com/Tim-hughes-god-of-justice-lyrics
https://genius.com/Tim-hughes-god-of-justice-lyrics
https://youtu.be/ovgajU53fM0
https://www.worshiptogether.com/songs/let-my-people-go-matt-redman/
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QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 

 Sometimes we can feel that working to make a real difference in our world is simply beyond our 

strength and ability. How might you find encouragement and empowerment in the message that 

“God’s word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe”? 

 How can we ground ourselves in God’s message and God’s love, so that what flows from our 

hearts and mouths helps to transform our sphere of influence in positive and faith-enhancing 

ways? 

 Christianity understands Jesus as the fullest, richest expression of God’s Word. How convinced 

are we that that Word is very near to us—that Jesus is intimately close to us, loving us and 

guiding our efforts to do good? 

 

CONTEMPORARY READING 

“Hope in God's help is not a prescription for apathy. A sense of one's own responsibility to act 

remains indelible … One is called to act in any case, to try as best one can, to further justice in 

the world, however inhospitable the circumstances, in whatever way circumstances may allow. 

Hope in God is not a substitute for one's own action, therefore; it can never mean, on my 

account, that one need not take action oneself … Hope in God's help doesn't mean one does not 

have to try as hard … Hope in God's help prompts such action in cases where one's own efforts 

appear futile from the start, and sustains such action … against feelings of impotence and 

ineffectuality.”  

(Kathryn Tanner, The Politics of God: Christian Theologies and Social Justice. Fortress Press, 

1992) 

 

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION 

 In my own life, how do faith and prayer sustain and guide my activity for justice, peace and 

inclusion? 

 How do I sometimes experience that temptation to apathy or discouragement in my own life? 

How do I respond to it or try to counter it? 

 How comfortable am I in contributing to efforts to change our world, knowing that I may not 

personally see the final outcome? To what extent am I comfortable entrusting my best efforts to 

an unknown future? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

God our Creator and Sustainer, 

present in all of our differences and diversity, 

remind us of the power of people working together in your name. 

When we may be weary, renew our idealism and hope. 

Help us to trust that the seeds of justice and change we strive to sow 

will bear their fruit in your time and your way. 

Let not the challenges of the task make us indifferent or discouraged. 

Guide us together toward a future of promise and new life. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. + 

 

SUGGESTED CLOSING SONG 

 Steve Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek, “Go Make a Difference”: https://youtu.be/WDjQEoItGzQ 

(Lyrics: https://www.lyricsmode.com/lyrics/s/steve_angrisano/go_make_a_difference.html) 

https://youtu.be/WDjQEoItGzQ
https://www.lyricsmode.com/lyrics/s/steve_angrisano/go_make_a_difference.html

