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“Behold, I make all things new.” (Revelation 21:5)



3

“Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the

encounter with an event, a person which gives life a new horizon

and a decisive direction.”

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI



APPRECIATION

 Ottawa Catholic School Board: Board Chair, 

Mark Mullan; Director of Education, Tom D’Amico; 

Trustees, Staff and Students

 OCSTA Catholic Education and Trustee 

Enrichment Committee: Committee Chair, 

Todd Lalonde and all Committee Members

 OCSTA staff
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OCSTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Region OCSTA Director

Region 1 Colleen Landers, Northeastern CDSB

Region 2 Frank Bastone, Kenora CDSB

Region 3 (at large) Leslie Cassidy-Amadio, Huron-Superior CDSB

Region 4 Marino Gazzola, Wellington CDSB

Region 5 Linda Ward, St. Clair CDSB

Region 6 Nancy Crawford and Garry Tanuan, Toronto CDSB

Region 7 Sharon Hobin and Luz del Rosario, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Region 8 Jennifer Wigston, York CDSB

Region 9 Linda Ainsworth, PeterboroughVictoria Northumberland & Clarington CDSB

Region 10 Todd Lalonde, CDSB of Eastern Ontario

Region 11 Rick Petrella, Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB

Region 12 Mark Mullan, Ottawa CSB

Region 13 Vincent Iantomasi, Halton CDSB

Patrick J. Daly, President

Michael Bellmore, Vice President

Beverley Eckensweiler, Past President

Bishop John Boissonneau

ACBO Liaison

Fr. Patrick Fitzpatrick 

Chaplain

Nick Milanetti

Executive Director



CHAIRS
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“Great work is done by people 

who are not afraid to be great.”
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“He or she who seeks the office 

of trustee is seeking an 

honourable office.”

G. Emmett Cardinal Carter
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DIRECTORS OF EDUCATION
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STUDENT TRUSTEES
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OCSTA STAFF
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2021-22 OCSTA YEAR IN REVIEW PUBLICATION

 Annual overview of OCSTA’s priority 

initiatives 

 Electronic format – link shared with all 

members prior to AGM

 Located on OCSTA website
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PRIORITY ADVOCACY MATTERS

 Pandemic support for Boards – we continue to call on the Ministry of Education to 

provide sufficient resources to ensure the health and safety and well-being of students 

and staff including additional funding for improved ventilation, technology, off-set staff 

shortages and the cost of operating virtual schools. 

 We continue to remind the Minister of Education , Ministry staff and government officials 

of the importance and benefit of timely and effective communication/consultation.

 We also formally recommended to the Minister of Education that the Immunization of 

School Pupils Act be amended to include COVID-19.
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MEETINGS WITH MPP’S, GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS

 Through meetings with MPP’s, government and 

Ministry of Education officials, we continue to 

advocate on a wide range of issues.

 OCSTA’s recent meetings have included discussions 

with: Minister of Finance,

Peter Bethlenfalvy, Government House Leader,

Paul Calandra, Green Party Leader – Mike Schreiner, 

NDP Education Critic – Marit Stiles;

Liberal MPP Mitzie Hunter; 

Deputy Minister of Education–Nancy Naylor, and 

many other senior Ministry of Education officials.
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MANAGING PRIORITIES – STRENGTHENING RELATIONSHIPS

 While COVID-19 supports for Catholic school boards has remained a priority during these meetings with 

government leaders, senior staff and other politicians, we have as well strongly advocated on other important 

matters including:

 The Municipal Property Assessment Corporation’s default “public” (school support) mechanism

 On-line learning

 Adequacy and equity in the GSN’s

 Central collective bargaining

 Provincial party election platforms

 Executive Compensation
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CATHOLIC IDENTITY

 Continuing to focus on the crucial importance 

of encouraging conversations with regard to 

the Catholic identity of publicly funded Catholic 

education

 OCSTA has developed and distributed a 

number of resources/documents which give 

witness to our commitment to support 

Catholic school boards in “placing Christ and 

the teachings of the Catholic Church at the 

centre” of their school systems.
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LAUNCHED IN 2021-22 - OCSTA TOGETHER IN FAITH SERIES…
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Soon to be released: 

Together in Faith:  Adult Faith Formation & Catholic Leadership Development 

– A Collection of School Board Practices 



*NEW* CATHOLIC TRUSTEE HANDBOOK

 OCSTA has produced a guide on the distinct role and 
responsibilities of those seeking office of Catholic School 
Trustee

 Beyond the legislative requirements, the document will serve as 
a valuable resource for incumbent trustees and as well for 
those considering/discerning the calling as a Catholic School 
Trustee.

 This publication pulls together many of our most well-
referenced materials on the distinctive role of Catholic Trustees 
and Ontario’s publicly funded Catholic school system. The 
Handbook also includes the most current government guides 
for school board trustees produced by the Ontario Education 
Services Corporation.

 The first edition of this Handbook will be made available online 
and hard copies will be distributed at the Fall Regional Meetings. 
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OCSTA EVENING SPEAKER SERIES
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ANTI-RACISM AND INDIGENOUS EDUCATION MODULE

 In the coming months, OCSTA will be developing a 
new Catholic Trustee Learning Module on the topic 
of anti-racism and Indigenous education.

 Building on the good work of Catholic school boards 
and the inspiring recognition of responsibility and 
apology from Pope Francis, advancing Truth and 
Reconciliation is a priority for OCSTA.

 These important issues will not only be part of our 
trustee learning module system, but will also inform 
the selection of speakers and presenters for our 
Catholic Education Leadership Speaker Series and 
regular conferences and seminars.
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ON-LINE / E-LEARNING ADVOCACY

 OCSTA continues to focus our advocacy efforts on on-line/e-learning as this 

provincial initiative directly impacts the future and Catholic Identity of Catholic 

education in Ontario

 With the support of the OCSTA Board of Directors, ECCODE and staff, we were 

very proactive in supporting Catholic school boards as they prepared to introduce 

the two mandatory on-line learning credits graduation requirement.
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ON-LINE / E-LEARNING – OCSTA PRIORITIES

 OCSTA impressed upon Ministry of Education staff and the Minister of Education the requirement that:

 Those delivering on-line / e-learning courses be Catholic teachers employed by Catholic school boards;

 The curriculum/courses be approved by the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario; and

 The structuring for the delivery of on-line / e-learning courses be developed and controlled by Catholic school boards

 With the wise counsel of representatives of ECCODE and under the tremendous leadership of Project Manager, 

Anne O’Brien, much progress has been made.

 The establishment of Catholic Virtual Ontario within OCSTA and the support of our member boards and 

Catholic provincial partners will help to ensure that students in Catholic schools have a wide selection of quality 

Catholic courses.
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LABOUR

 Under the leadership of Ron McNamara, together with our Labour Relations 

Committee, they have in recent months negotiated an agreement with 

Principals/Vice-Principals, defended a number of central dispute 

grievances/arbitrations and are preparing for the upcoming round of central 

bargaining. 

 We will have much more to report in the coming months.
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GOVERNANCE REPORT

 Resolution A-22 comes before the voting assembly this year

 This resolution addresses the implementation of the Committee 
approved recommendations arising from the Portage Governance 
Review Report.

 The Portage report examined our Association from a governance 
perspective and sought input from all 29 Catholic School Board 
Chairs, several Directors of Education and several not-for-profit 
organizations similar to OCSTA.
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GOVERNANCE REPORT

 Recommendations include the establishment of 3 sub-committees or 
Councils designated as follows:

 Large/Urban Board Advisory Council

 Northern/Rural Boards Advisory Council, and

 Student Trustees Advisory Council.

 We greatly appreciate the participation of all boards and the invaluable 
input they provided which helped to inform the development of this 
review and the resulting recommendations.
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STRENGTHENING OUR CATHOLIC IDENTITY 

WITH ONE CLEAR VOICE
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