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“The first key reason why Catholic schools are established then, 

is to be part of the Church’s mission in education, 

to place Christ and the teachings of the Catholic Church

at the centre of people’s (student’s) lives.”
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“If the only prayer you said was thank you, that would be enough.”



OCSTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Region OCSTA Director

Region 1 Colleen Landers, Northeastern CDSB

Region 2 Frank Bastone, Kenora CDSB

Region 3 (at large) Leslie Cassidy-Amadio, Huron-Superior CDSB

Region 4 Marino Gazzola, Wellington CDSB

Region 5 Linda Ward, St. Clair CDSB

Region 6 Nancy Crawford and Garry Tanuan, Toronto CDSB

Region 7 Sharon Hobin and Luz del Rosario, Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Region 8 Jennifer Wigston, York CDSB

Region 9 Linda Ainsworth, PeterboroughVictoria Northumberland & Clarington CDSB

Region 10 Todd Lalonde, CDSB of Eastern Ontario

Region 11 Rick Petrella, Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB

Region 12 Mark Mullan, Ottawa CSB

Region 13 Vincent Iantomasi, Halton CDSB

Patrick J. Daly, President

Michael Bellmore, Vice President

Beverley Eckensweiler, Past President

Bishop John Boissonneau

ACBO Liaison

Fr. Patrick Fitzpatrick 

Chaplain

Nick Milanetti

Executive Director



CHAIRS AND VICE CHAIRS
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“To their Catholic School Trustees, families entrust hundreds of thousands of human lives

with the capability, the possibility and finally the promise of achieving human greatness. 

It is these small, fragile and ultimately marvelous lives that you as a trustee are called to serve.”
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STUDENT TRUSTEES
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DIRECTORS OF EDUCATION
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OCSTA STAFF
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CHRIST AT THE CENTRE

 There is a real need for Catholic School Trustees and 
others engaged in the Ministry of Education to 
“name” and “claim” the Catholic Identity of Catholic 
school systems.

 The Catholic community and the general public 
“must see the what and why” and also the “who” of 
Catholic education.

 We must articulate and boldly proclaim that the key 
reason publicly funded Catholic schools exist and 
thrive in Ontario is to support the teaching ministry 
of our Church and “to place Christ and the teachings 
of the Catholic Church at the centre of students’ 
lives.”
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ADVOCACY

 Pandemic support for Boards – we continue to call on the Ministry of Education to 
restore board reserves and make necessary investments in health and safety measures 
for students and staff

 We continue to urge the government to give priority to students and all school staff to 
receive vaccine doses for which they are eligible and add COVID-19 to the list of 
designated diseases in Ontario Regulations 261/13 under the Immunization of School 
Pupils Act. 

 Meetings were held recently with the Assis. Deputy Minister of Finance to discuss next 
steps for addressing the issue of the default mechanism in the property assessment 
system. This default creates inaccurate separate school assessment rolls (or voters lists) 
affecting Catholic school systems across the province. Our next meeting to discuss the 
matter is scheduled for February with the Minister of Finance. 

 Student Transportation – we continue to participate in ongoing working groups 
structured around reforming the transportation funding model. Relevant 
recommendations have been included in the current OCSTA Finance Brief.
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CATHOLIC IDENTITY

 OCSTA’s Director of Catholic Education is 

developing another engaging resource for 

trustees. This resource will feature best 

practices in adult faith formation and Catholic 

leadership development. We look forward to 

receiving submissions from CDSBs across the 

province. 
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TRUSTEE TRAINING MODULES

 Following on the success of the 
government sponsored Human Rights 
Training Seminar for Trustees, OCSTA is 
actively advocating for Ministry resources 
to support the development of Trustee 
Training Modules on two timely topics:

 Anti-Black Racism

 Indigenous Education
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HISTORY OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION

 OCSTA has contributed significantly to the official recording and promotion of the history of publicly 
funded Catholic education in Ontario.

 Among the most popular publications commissioned by OCSTA is the booklet on the history of Catholic 
education in the province by Dr. Mark McGowan entitled The Enduring Gift – first published 20 years ago.

 In commemoration of the 20th Anniversary of The Enduring Gift OCSTA has once again commissioned
Dr. McGowan, however this time we have asked him to update this foundational publication to include 
some of the more recent issues and priorities impacting Catholic education today.

 This publication will be released at the 2022 OCSTA AGM & Conference in Ottawa –
Dr. Mark McGowan will be a featured speaker at this event.
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CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK - 2022

 Trustees are encouraged to explore the themes and 
activities developed as part of the annual OCSTA 
sponsored Catholic Education Week event taking 
place this year May 1 – 6

 Faith formation materials and resources for CEW 
are developed by the provincial Catholic Education 
Week Committee (teachers and faith formation 
leaders from CDSBs across Ontario)

 Visit www.goodnewsforall.ca to view current 
resources and to download the much anticipated 
elementary and secondary school resource packages 
that will be made available in February.
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http://www.goodnewsforall.ca/


LABOUR

 Principal/VP Terms and Conditions: As 

communicated in a recent memo, a tentative 

agreement has been reached between the Trustee 

Associations and Principals’ Associations.

 This agreement gives recognition to the faith-filled 

leadership of the Principals and Vice-Principals in 

Catholic school systems.
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NAMING AND CLAIMING THE CATHOLIC IDENTITY OF PUBLICLY 

FUNDED CATHOLIC EDUCATION

In his World Mission Day message 

released on the solemnity of the Epiphany, 

Pope Francis wrote:

“Dear brothers and sisters, I continue to dream of a 

completely missionary church, and a new era of 

missionary activity among Christian communities.”
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ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS FOR E-LEARNING – CATHOLIC EDUCATION

 OCSTA has consistently stated that any 

considered expansion of e-Learning or 

“Expanded Student Access to Online Learning” 

must include/respect 3 essential elements:

 That the model structure be developed and 

controlled by Catholic School Boards

 Ensure all curriculum is approved by the 

Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario and 

Catholic School Boards; and

 That those delivering courses/programs must be 

teachers employed by Catholic School Boards.
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BACKGROUND

 November 2019 – the government announced that students will be 

required to earn two credits online as part of the graduation 

requirements for the OSD.

 Minister Lecce indicated that the government would be moving 

forward with the TVO learning initiative and a PPM would be 

developed and released

 OCSTA met with the Ministry Initiatives Committee where they 

shared an outline of various policy options regarding a significantly 

expanded role of TVO, as well as student access to online and 

remote learning.

 We expressed deep concern with the embargoed information 

provided and advocated fiercely that Catholic courses must be 

offered and taught by Catholic teachers employed by Catholic 

school boards.
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BACKGROUND 

 OCSTA shared information with members regarding the Association’s concern with 
the process, collective bargaining and funding issues as well our alarm regarding 
student success, equity, and the lack of support for disadvantaged students and 
students with special needs.

 OCSTA connected with other Catholic education partners – identified a shared 
resolve to work together in the best interest of publicly funded Catholic education 
and to ensure that the constitutionally protected denominational rights of Catholic 
school boards are respected. 
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E-LEARNING CONCERNS – SUCCESSFUL ADVOCACY

 Over time, the advocacy of OCSTA (among others) was successful in:

 Moving the course expectations for online learning from 4 – 2

 Ensuring an opt-out option for parents and students

 Gaining student “credit” for online learning completed during the 2020-2021 pandemic

 Holding off the release of the PPM until we have additional time to deliberate

 Ensuring the courses are still offered in Catholic schools by Catholic teachers

 Ensuring the courses were flexible and adaptable for teachers
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E-LEARNING CONCERNS – SUCCESSFUL ADVOCACY

(continued)

 Ensuring School Boards are not required to only offer the standardized list of TVO 
secondary online courses

 Ensuring Boards are able to continue to offer their own courses

 Removing the implementation of central coordination through TVO

 Gaining flexibility to maintain and enhance our own Catholic Consortium

 Moving from a position of transferring fees for courses to TVO to School Board control

 Moving from a position of no further funding beyond the TVO standardized list of courses 
to advocacy conversations
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SOLIDARITY

Now, with the implementation of mandatory eLearning for every 

student in the province, and to protect our Catholic teachers, teaching 

Catholic courses, in Catholic schools, OCSTA and our Catholic School 

Boards across the province must serve in solidarity and make this 

eLearning movement a priority.
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NEXT STEPS

 Work with the government to secure funding for our central Catholic eLearning Consortium

 Work with our Ontario Bishops to ensure that they know the urgency of this matter

 Work with school boards to ensure that we have high quality Catholic courses for the 
Consortium

 Work with unions and associations to ensure that we have Catholic teachers teaching Catholic 
courses in Catholic Boards and with our Catholic Consortium – and ensure collective 
bargaining rights are protected

 Work with school boards to ensure our students are enrolled in our Catholic courses

 Work with ICE and our Catholic Partners to ensure our Catholic Consortium and its 
components align with the mission of the Church, Catholic schools and the Ontario Catholic 
Graduate Expectations
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NEXT STEPS (CONTINUED)

 Develop a Catholic Strategic Plan for mandatory eLearning in the province

 Make eLearning a priority for the OCSTA Board of Directors

 Do the necessary hiring (experts) and resourcing (e.g. efficient seating system)

 Provide direction and monitoring to the provincial Catholic eLearning Consortium

 Support school boards in their implementation of eLearning

 Work with the provincial Catholic parents association to support the Catholic 
Consortium 

 Develop an OCSTA Stewardship for Catholic Education Advisory Council or 
Committee where the Catholic eLearning Consortium Strategic Priority is a 
consistent agenda item.
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THE SUCCESS OF ONTARIO’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

“In a world where you can be anything, be 
like Jesus”

 Throughout the history of Catholic 
education in Ontario we have seen men 
and women generously respond to 
God’s call to serve as trustees. Through 
their tireless work, vision and 
perseverance we enjoy a fully funded 
Catholic school system that educates 
550,000 students.
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THE SUCCESS OF ONTARIO’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

By placing Christ at the centre of our 

service and moving forward in faith and 

unity, I am filled with hope knowing that 

we will shape current and future change 

so as to strengthen and grow publicly 

funded Catholic education in Ontario.
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