
Naming and Claiming our 
Catholic Identity
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“Then little children were being brought to him in order that he
might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke
sternly to those who brought them; 14but Jesus said, “Let the
little children come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to
such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 15And he
laid his hands on them and went on his way” (Mt. 19:14-15).
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“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and
have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your
gracious will” (Mt. 11:25-26).
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“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a 
child, whom he put among them, 3and said, “Truly I tell you, 
unless you change and become like children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever becomes humble like this child 
is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5Whoever welcomes 
one such child in my name welcomes me” (Mt. 18:1-5).
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“As I meditated on the Mystical Body of the Holy Church, I could not 
recognize myself among any of its members described by St. 
Paul,….Charity gave me the key to my vocation. I understood that, 
since the Church is a body composed of different members, she 
could not lack the most necessary and most nobly endowed of all 
the bodily organs.  I understood, therefore, that the Church has a 
heart, and a heart on fire with love.  I saw, too, that love alone 
imparts life to all the members, so that, should love every fail, 
apostles, would no longer preach the Gospel and martyrs would 
refuse to shed their blood.  Finally, I realized that love includes every 
vocation, that love is all things, that love is eternal, reaching down 
through the ages and stretching to the outermost limits of earth .  
Overcome with joy, I cried out, ‘O Jesus, my love, my vocation is 
found at last – my vocation is love’.  I have found my place in the 
bosom of the Church, and this place, O my God.  You have given to 
me the heart of the Church, my mother! I will be love!’” (Spiritual 
Childhood – The Spirituality of St. Therese of Lisieux, pp. 29-30).
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As an example of certainty, I would 
like to present Blessed Carlo Acutis
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“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever 
eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give 
for the life of the world is my flesh.” The Jews then disputed 
among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat 
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life 
in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal 
life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is true 
food and my blood is true drink” (Jn. 6: 51-55).

“Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer 
went about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also 
wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom 
can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to 
believe and know that you are the Holy One of God” (Jn. 6:66-69).
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“As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt 
before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me 
good? No one is good but God alone. 19You know the 
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 
You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ He said 
to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, 
looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell 
what you own, and give the moneysto the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22When he 
heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had 
many possessions. Then Jesus looked around and said to his 
disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God!” (Mk. 10:17-23).
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“And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. 18And I tell you, you are Peter,a and on this 
rockb I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell 
anyone that he was the Messiahd” (Mt.16:17-20).

“He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, 
the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first 
place in everything” (Col. 1-18).
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“Some Pharisees came to him, and to test him they asked, “Is it 
lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any cause?” 4He 
answered, “Have you not read that the one who made them at 
the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5and said, ‘For 
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6So 
they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has 
joined together, let no one separate” (Mt. 19:3-6).
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“If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross daily and follow me. 24For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake will save it. 25What does it profit them if they gain 
the whole world, but lose or forfeit themselves? 26Those who 
are ashamed of me and of my words, of them the Son of Man 
will be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of 
the Father and of the holy angels” (Lk. 9:23-26).
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Let us pray:

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your 

name.

With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our 

hearts;

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder.

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor 

partiality influence our actions.

Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to 

eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is 

right.

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, 

in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.

Amen.

15


