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“Families are the first place where the values of love and fraternity, togetherness and 

sharing, concern and care for others are lived out and handed on.” 
(Pope Francis, Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti [October 3, 2020], # 114)
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Faith Matters
for Families 
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Student and Parent Website

During Distance Learning



Parish Mass on October 7,2020
Holy Spirit Parish and St. Joan of Arc Catholic High School



Youth Ministries of Churches 

School. Community, Church



School - Community - Church

Good Practices of the Triumvirate

1. Scheduling Meetings

2. Communications

3. Participation in School and 

Church Events

4. Testimonies from 

Participants/Leaders

5. Volunteer Hours for Leaders



School, Community, Church

Opportunities for Improvement

1. School Facility Utilization

2. Higher Exposure at the High School Level

3. Working Closer in Sacramental Preparation  

4. Stronger Parent Involvement

5. Club Orientation for Youth Ministry Groups



“Let us open the doors to the Spirit, let 

ourselves be guided by him, and allow 

God's constant help to make us new men 

and women, inspired by the love of God 

which the Holy Spirit bestows on us! How 

beautiful it would be if each of you, every 

evening, could say: Today at school, at 

home, at work, guided by God, I showed a 

sign of love towards one of my friends, my 

parents, an older person! How beautiful!” 
(Pope Francis, “Address to Confirmands,” April 28, 2013)



Peterborough Victoria Northumberland 

and Clarington



Home - Parish - School Relationships 
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● Ongoing dialogue, conversation and planning:  
Renewing the Promise (ICE) and Animating Catholic 
Teaching (PVNCCDSB)

● Collaborative document:  Pastoral Care in Schools -
Diocese of Peterborough & Peterborough Victoria 
Northumberland and Clarington CDSB

● Celebrating and building upon Promising Practises

Home - Parish - School 
Relationships @ 
PVNCCDSB



Pastoral Care in Schools: Diocese of 

Peterborough and PVNCCDSB 

Guidelines

“The mission of the Catholic school includes the accompaniment of its 

students and this accompaniment must shape the foundation of the 

relationship between home, school, and parish.  “It is about taking the 

time to walk alongside one another, to listen and to teach, and in so 

doing, to transform.” (Renewing the Promise, p. 6).

Pope Francis speaks about the art of accompaniment as that of taking 

the time to walk with one another, to listen and to teach, and in so 

doing, to transform. Catholic schools, inspired by the gospel stories 

from the road to Emmaus and the healing of the Samaritan, extend 

their accompaniment to students and their families daily. (Making 

Connections: Renewing the Promise and Achieving Excellence in 

Ontario’s Catholic Schools, 2018).” (Pastoral Care in Schools, p. 7)



Celebrating and building upon Promising 
Practises



Celebrating and building upon Promising 
Practises



Celebrating and building upon Promising 
Practises



Northwest



Aligning Catholic Values with the Seven Grandfather Teachings

Strengthening the Connection of Parish – Home – School with 
Technology

Mr. David Sharp                           Mr. Brendan Hyatt

Chair of the Board                                                  Director of Education





PARISH – home – school 



parish – HOME - school



parish – home – SCHOOL



parish – home – SCHOOL



Halton



Fostering the Home, School, 

Parish Relationship

Chair – Patrick Murphy

Director – Pat Daly



Our Multi-Year Strategic Plan



Believing 

Celebrating our Catholic faith and aspiring to be models of Christ. 

Our schools foster the 

relationship between home 

and parish. 
2

Staff and students are 

discerning believers, 

formed in the Catholic 

faith community, who model 

Christ in their actions. 

3

All learners experience 

a Catholic learning 

environment rooted in 

Gospel Values and the 

Ontario Catholic 

School Graduate 

Expectations. 

1
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Goal #2: 
Our schools foster the relationship between Home and Parish.

Create and facilitate opportunities for dialogue, 

initiatives and activities that will support a vibrant 

Catholic community. 

Work with the Diocese and parishes to 

strengthen collaborative initiatives.
2

1
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Engaging Home, School, Parish

The Home School Parish Steering Committee was established with 

a mandate to help schools foster the relationship between home 

and parish focusing on :

• creating and facilitating opportunities for dialogue, planning

and initiatives that will support a vibrant Catholic community.
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Dialogue

• Stakeholders from across the district (parents, staff, pastors, and 

pastoral workers in parishes) were brought together for a 

brainstorming session to respond to the following question:

“In what ways might our communities work together to enhance 

relationships and engagement opportunities within the triad of 

Home-School-Parish?”

• A second day was planned with a larger group and brought 

together representatives from each of the families of schools 

(elementary feeder schools with their secondary school) and 

Parishes connected to those schools including: parents, lay 

pastoral workers, clergy, school chaplains, pastoral animators 

(largely teachers) and administrators.
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Planning

• Participants were invited to identify the directions they felt would 

be most beneficial to their home-school-parish community. 

• Groups were encouraged to choose three to five foci and to 

develop a plan for the implementation of one or two of them that 

the family of school and parish could commit to putting in place 

during the year. 

• They then worked to develop a plan to carry out this initiative.
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Initiatives

• Days of Conversation

• Christian Meditation Home Kits

• Engaging Catholic Service Organizations

At  follow-up meetings, groups would discuss which initiatives and 

activities had been successful, which ultimately informed a “Best 

Practices” guideline for our schools and Board under the following 

categories:

▪ Collaborate

▪ Communicate

▪ Celebrate

▪ Connect

▪ Contemplate



London



HOME, SCHOOL, 
PARISH

FAITH EMBEDDED
FAITH WITNESSED
FAITH RENEWED

OCSTA SEMINAR 

January 16

Presented by:
Linda Steel, Chair Board of Trustees
Linda Staudt, Director of Education



MULTI-YEAR 
STRATEGIC 

PLAN 

2019 – 2023

A Strategic Priority-Community and 
Catholicity

Provide for and promote personal and 

community (school-home-parish) growth 

in the experience, understanding, witness 
and expression of our Faith



GIVING

WITNESS 

TO OUR

FAITH

A Community that Welcomes

Inspired by Christ’s open-armed 
welcome to us, we welcome all 
those who come to our doors.

“Welcome we have been waiting for you!”

A Community that Crosses the Road

Inspired by the gospel story of The 
Good Samaritan we ‘cross the road’ 
to meet and support those who come 
through our doors.

“Crossing the road for the other.”

A Community that Patiently 
Accompanies

Inspired by the disciples’ encounter 
with the Risen Christ on the Road to 
Emmaus, we patiently accompany 
one another and those we serve.

“Patiently accompanying one another.”



ENHANCING 
THE 

RELATIONSHIP
VERSION 2.0

HOME 
SCHOOL 

PARISH

Our Plan

• Year I: Identify strengths and 
areas of improvement in the 
school and parish relationship

• Year II: Solidify our working 
relationship between school 
and parish by sharing and 
implementing best practices 
and new ideas

• Year III: Together as school and 
parish, jointly strengthen the 
relationship with the home



PASTORAL 
TEAM

PRINCIPAL
MEETING

Reflection Prior to the Meeting

• What has been your 
experience?

• How can we can promote 
engagement?

Discussion During the Meeting 
(in mixed groupings)

• Why is it important to have a 
relationship between 
parish/school?

• What can we do to 
deepen/enhance the 
relationship



THEMES 
THAT 

EMERGED



ONE 
EXAMPLE OF 

HOME 
SCHOOL 

PARISH 
PARTNERSHIP

FAITH IN 
ACTION 

TEAMS

F.I.A.T.

• Students from Grade 3 – 8 have 
volunteered to lead, 
coordinate, and develop 
opportunities for students, 
families, and community 
members to grow in their faith

• At the schools, F.I.A.T. meets 
regularly to pray, to plan 
outreach activities and for faith 
formation.

• At the parish many of the 
teams fill liturgical roles at 
scheduled Sunday Masses

• Teams organize and 
coordinate community 
outreach projects



FIATFEST



FIATFEST
https://faithinactionteam.ca/?page_id=3142


