
Box 2064, Suite 1804 

20 Eglinton Avenue West 

Toronto, Ontario M4R 1K8 

 T. 416.932.9460  F. 416.932.9459 

 ocsta@ocsta.on.ca   www.ocsta.on.ca 

 

 Beverley Eckensweiler, President 

 Michelle Griepsma, Vice President 

 Nick Milanetti, Executive Director 

 

P R O M O T I N G   A N D   P R O T E C T I N G   C A T H O L I C   E D U C A T I O N 

 

 

January 27, 2020 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 

 

FROM: Stephen Andrews, Director of Legislative and Political Affairs 

 

SUBJECT: Student Transportation Advisory Group  

 

 

On January 27, 2020, the Ministry of Education announced the establishment of a Student 

Transportation Advisory Group. The mandate of the group is to review and make recommendations 

on: 

 

 The funding formula for student transportation; 

 Consortia model and operations; 

 Student transportation procurement. 

 

The review will be lead by Sam Oosterhoof, the Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of 

Education, with support from the Capital and Business Support Division of the Ministry.  

Membership on the committee includes OCSTA and other trustee and school board associations and 

school bus operators. A full list of participants is included in the attached media release. 

 

The committee intends to meet over the coming months with an initial focus on the funding 

formula. Pat Daly, Chair of Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board and OCSTA Past 

President, is our trustee representative on the advisory group. Dan Duszczyszyn, Special Policy 

Advisor-Finance is also supporting OCSTA on the advisory group. 

 

Please send any comments or recommendations on student transportation funding matters to Pat 

Daly at pdaly@ocsta.on.ca. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me at sandrews@ocsta.on.ca. 

 

 

 

Attachment 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/
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NEWS 

Ministry of Education 

  
  

Ontario Reviews Student Transportation to Improve School Bus 
Service for Students and Families  

Review Focuses on More Effective, Equitable and Accountable Transportation Service 
January 27, 2020 9:00 A.M. 

  
TORONTO — Sam Oosterhoff, the Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Education, today 
announced that the Government of Ontario is moving forward with a review of the student 
transportation funding formula to achieve a more efficient and accountable student 
transportation system and improve the transportation experience for students across the 
province.   

First announced in March 2019, the review responds to calls from student transportation 

partners to improve the funding formula, which could be more responsive to the changing needs 

and costs encountered by school boards. The review is also a follow-up to the Auditor General's 

2015 value-for-money audit that recommended the government revisit the funding formula.  

"Parents and taxpayers deserve the most reliable and effective bus service possible, where 

every tax dollar we invest is maximized to benefit Ontario's students," said Parliamentary 

Assistant Oosterhoff. "With student transportation costs projected to be over $1 billion this 

school year, it's critically important that we ensure value for money so we are better serving 

students in rural and urban communities."    

In order to allow student transportation sector partners to share their expertise, experience and 

ideas for the review, the ministry is establishing a Student Transportation Advisory Group that 

will meet with the Parliamentary Assistant and ministry staff over the coming months. 

Stakeholders and ministry officials will discuss the funding formula, as well as other topics, 

including consortia models and operations, and student transportation procurement. The 

government is approaching the review with three goals to guide decision-making:  

 Equity; 
 Fiscal responsibility and accountability; and  
 Evidence-based decision making. 

"Every day, more than 830,000 students are transported back and forth from school safely, and 

on time, thanks to the terrific work of school bus drivers and the hard-working staff who support 

them," said Stephen Lecce, Minister of Education. "By launching this funding review with our 

sector partners, we are taking action to achieve a more efficient and accountable student 

transportation system that continues to deliver the high-quality service that students and parents 

can depend on." 



  
QUICK FACTS 

 In August 2019, the province announced the continuation of the school bus driver 
retention program which provides funding incentives for school bus drivers that provide 
continuous service throughout the year. 

 In the 2019-20 school year, funding for student transportation is projected to be more 
than $1 billion. 

 More than 830,000 students are transported each school day in Ontario. 

  
LEARN MORE 

 Ontario Addresses School Bus Driver Shortage  
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