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June 27, 2019 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

TO:  Chairpersons and Directors of Education 

- All Catholic District School Boards 
 

FROM: Beverley Eckensweiler, OCSTA President 

 

SUBJECT: Climate Action Incentive Fund for Schools 

 

 

On June 25, the federal Minister of Environment and Climate Change, the Hon. Catherine McKenna, 

announced a new proposed climate action program to support schools in Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario 

and New Brunswick. These are the jurisdictions where the federal carbon pollution pricing system is 

currently in effect.  Most of the proceeds from this federal fuel charge are being returned to residents directly 

through the Climate Action Incentive payments.  The remainder is being returned through the Climate Action 

Incentive Fund, which will support small and medium sized enterprises, municipalities, universities, schools, 

hospitals and not-for-profit organizations in those jurisdictions where proceeds were collected. 

 

The first round of funding will be directed towards schools and the total proposed amount for schools is $60 

million. Of that amount, $41 million is proposed for Ontario schools. 

 

Elementary and Secondary schools in Ontario would receive funding to support projects that reduce energy-

related costs and greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

Minister McKenna has sent a letter to Ontario’s Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, the 

Hon. Jeff Yurek, to request that the two levels of government work together to flow dollars from pricing 

carbon pollution to school boards in Ontario.  Minister McKenna further requests that the Ontario provincial 

government conclude a funding agreement with the federal government by July 19, 2019. This agreement 

would allow the flow of funds from pricing carbon pollution to Ontario school boards. 

 

We will monitor the progress of this proposal and agreement and inform boards on the outcome and potential 

process for applying for funds. 

 

For your reference, the relevant Government of Canada news release, backgrounder and letter to Minster 

Yurek is attached.  

 

 

Attachments 

 

 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/
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Canada to help schools in New Brunswick, Ontario, Manitoba, and 
Saskatchewan build better learning environments for students 
From: Environment and Climate Change Canada 

 

News release 
 
June 25, 2019 – Ottawa, Ontario 
 

Students around the world are demanding climate action. Young people want to, and need to, 
be part of the solution. By being energy efficient, we can build better learning environments, cut 
energy costs and help people save money. Ensuring students can learn in a healthy environment 
will also help young people succeed. 
 
Today, the Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Catherine McKenna, announced a 
new proposed climate action program to support schools in Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, 
and New Brunswick. These are the four jurisdictions where the federal carbon pollution pricing 
system is currently in effect. Whether it’s replacing drafty windows, installing better lighting, or 
putting in place heating and cooling systems, improvements to classrooms will help create a 
healthier learning environment for students. Energy efficient retrofits will also help schools 
save on energy costs and allow those savings to be spent on activities that will benefit 
students and teachers. The Government of Canada looks forward to working together with 
provinces to help schools make energy efficient retrofits.  
 
This new proposed program is part of the Climate Action Incentive Fund. Under the federal 
carbon pollution pricing system, most of the proceeds from the federal fuel charge are being 
returned to residents directly through the Climate Action Incentive payments. The remainder is 
being returned through the Climate Action Incentive Fund, which will support small and 
medium-sized enterprises, municipalities, universities, schools, hospitals, and not-for-profit 
organizations in jurisdictions where proceeds were collected. 
 
This first round of funding will be directed towards schools. Details on funding for other areas 
covered under the Climate Action Incentive Fund will follow after consultations with stakeholders. 
 

Quotes 
 

“When students have healthy learning environments and teachers have efficient and effective 
classrooms, it’s our future that is the winner. Our approach to pricing pollution ensures it is no 
longer free to pollute, and it’s a practical and affordable solution to fight climate change.” 
– Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and Climate Change 

 
Quick facts 
 

 The proceeds from pricing carbon pollution available to support schools is proposed to total 
$60 million in 2019-2020. Proceeds will be returned to the jurisdiction they came from. For 
this round, it means $12 million proposed for schools in Saskatchewan, $5 million proposed 
in Manitoba, $41 million proposed in Ontario and $2 million proposed in New Brunswick.  

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change.html
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 Under the Climate Action Incentive Fund, schools – defined as elementary and secondary 
schools – would receive federal funding to support projects that reduce energy-related costs 
and greenhouse gas emissions. 

 The Government of Canada will work closely with provinces to deliver funding to schools. 
Schools and school boards interested in participating in the proposed program are 
encouraged to contact their provincial governments for more details on how to apply. 

 Taking action on climate change presents a global economic opportunity representing $26 
trillion and 65 million jobs. 

 The Parliamentary Budget Officer indicated that under the federal system to price pollution, 
eight out of 10 families will be better off. 

 
 

Associated links 
 

 Climate Action Incentive Fund 

 Climate Action Incentive Payments 

 Carbon Pollution Proceeds Programming 

 Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change 

 
- 30 - 

Contacts 
 

Sabrina Kim 
Press Secretary 
Office of the Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
819-743-7138 
sabrina.kim2@canada.ca 
 

Media Relations 
Environment and Climate Change Canada 
819-938-3338 or 1-844-836-7799 (toll-free) 
ec.media.ec@canada.ca 
 
 

Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Twitter page 
 

 

Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Facebook page 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/carbon-pollution-pricing-proceeds-programming/climate-action-incentive-fund.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/individuals/topics/about-your-tax-return/tax-return/completing-a-tax-return/deductions-credits-expenses/line-449-climate-action-incentive.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/climate-change/carbon-pollution-pricing-proceeds-programming.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/pan-canadian-framework.html
mailto:caroline.theriault2@canada.ca
mailto:ec.media.ec@canada.ca
https://twitter.com/environmentca
https://www.facebook.com/EnvironmentandClimateChange/
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Canada to support schools in Ontario, New Brunswick, Manitoba, 
and Saskatchewan make energy efficiency projects 
From: Environment and Climate Change Canada 

 

Backgrounder 
 
 

On October 23, 2018, the Government of Canada announced details of its carbon pollution 
pricing system. This included where the system would apply as well as initial details on how 
proceeds would be returned to the jurisdictions in which they would be collected. 
 
In every jurisdiction, all direct proceeds from pollution pricing system will be returned to the 
jurisdiction where they were collected.  

For provinces where the federal carbon pricing system applies (Ontario, New Brunswick, 
Manitoba, and Saskatchewan), the federal government began returning the bulk of fuel charge 
proceeds, in the form of Climate Action Incentive payments, directly to individuals and 
families in the province in which the revenues were raised during federal tax filing season in 
Spring 2019.  
 
On June 25, 2019, the Government of Canada announced that the funds allocated to the 
Municipalities-Universities-Schools-Hospitals sector in year one will go to schools to undertake 
various  projects to help achieve cost saving. The Government of Canada intends to work with 
the provincial governments of Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and New Brunswick to flow 
funding to school boards in these jurisdictions. 
 
The first round of the program is designed to provide funding to schools this year. Funding for 
municipalities, universities, colleges, and hospitals will be announced later in fiscal 2019-20 
after discussions with these sectors.  

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change.html











