
Connecting Young 

People to God 
The challenges and 

gifts of igniting the faith 

of our students today



The disciples on the road to 

Emmaus
 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven 

miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 
While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, but their 
eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with 
each other while you walk along?’ They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose 
name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ 
They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over 
to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to 
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 
and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed 
seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to 
the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.’ Then he said to 
them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into 
his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things 
about himself in all the scriptures. 



 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as 

if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because 

it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with 

them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke 
it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized 

him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our 

hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 

opening the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to 
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 

together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared 

to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had 

been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 





What is our mission? 

Why are we here?



The unique gift of our 

Catholic schools is the 

Catholic faith



“Being Christian is not the 

result of an ethical choice or a 

lofty ideal, but the encounter 

with an event, a Person, that 

gives life a new horizon and a 
decisive direction” 
(Benedict XVI, Deus caritas est, 1)



Our schools are missionary, 

and our greatest mission is 

effectively introducing our 

students to God in Jesus Christ



Strengths of the Faith Mission of our 

Catholic Schools

Sense of community

Caring for the whole person

Celebrating our faith

Welcoming to all



Challenges to the Faith Mission in 

our Catholic Schools

 Faith Formation of Teachers, Staff, and Administrators

 Igniting the Faith in a secularized context

 Secularism is our new mission territory!!

 Transmitting the Faith in a way that is accessible and 
attractive

 Collaboration between Chaplaincy and Religion classes

 Working in partnership with parishes, dioceses, and 
parents

 Recognizing the person and presence of Jesus Christ in 
our schools, the true Teacher



Three Urgent Conversions for the 

Mission of Catholic Schools

 1) From content-based to an experience-based faith 
formation

 Connection between faith and life

 Explaining faith in a way that is accessible and makes 
sense

 From rules to a RELATIONSHIP of love with God

 2) From teaching a curriculum to encountering a Person, 
Jesus Christ

 “God is in the life of every human person” (Pope Francis)

 From students as recipients to students as disciples 

 3) From top-down religious education to responsive 
accompaniment



Three Steps to Faith

1) LISTEN

2) MAKE YOURSELF 

CLOSE

3) WITNESS TO JESUS



LISTENING
 65. The Synod recognized that the members of the 

Church do not always take the approach of Jesus. Rather 

than listening to young people attentively, “all too often, 

there is a tendency to provide prepackaged answers and 

ready-made solutions, without allowing their real questions 

to emerge and facing the challenges they pose”.[24] Yet 

once the Church sets aside narrow preconceptions and 

listens carefully to the young, this empathy enriches her, 

for “it allows young people to make their own contribution 

to the community, helping it to appreciate new 

sensitivities and to consider new questions.”

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20190325_christus-vivit.html#_ftn24


Igniting Faith in Catholic schools
 221. Schools are unquestionably a platform for drawing close to children and young people... Yet schools are in 

urgent need of self-criticism, if we consider the results of their pastoral outreach, which in many cases focuses on a 
kind of religious instruction that proves often incapable of nurturing lasting experiences of faith. Some Catholic 
schools seem to be structured only for the sake of self-preservation. Fear of change makes them entrenched and 
defensive before the dangers, real or imagined, that any change might bring. A school that becomes a “bunker”, 
protecting its students from errors “from without” is a caricature of this tendency. Yet this image reflects, in a chilling 
way, what many young people experience when they graduate from certain educational institutions: an 
insurmountable disconnect between what they were taught and the world in which they live. The way they were 
instructed in religious and moral values did not prepare them to uphold those values in a world that holds them up to 
ridicule, nor did they learn ways of praying and practicing the faith that can be easily sustained amid the fast pace 
of today’s society. For one of the greatest joys that any educator can have is to see a student turn into a strong, 
well-integrated person, a leader, someone prepared to give.

 222. Catholic schools remain essential places for the evangelization of the young… Similarly important is the ability to 
integrate the knowledge of head, heart and hands.

 223. The Church has always sought to develop ways of providing the young with the best education possible. Nor 
should she stop now, for young people have a right to it. “Today, above all, the right to a good education means 
protecting wisdom, that is, knowledge that is human and humanizing. All too often we are conditioned by trivial and 
fleeting models of life that drive us to pursue success at a low price, discrediting sacrifice and inculcating the idea 
that education is not necessary unless it immediately provides concrete results. No, education makes us raise 
questions, keeps us from being anaesthetized by banality, and impels us to pursue meaning in life. We need to 
reclaim our right not to be sidetracked by the many sirens that nowadays distract from this pursuit. Ulysses, in order 
not to give in to the siren song that bewitched his sailors and made them crash against the rocks, tied himself to the 
mast of the ship and had his companions plug their ears. Orpheus, on the other hand, did something else to counter 
the siren song: he intoned an even more beautiful melody, which enchanted the sirens. This, then, is your great 
challenge: to respond to the crippling refrains of cultural consumerism with thoughtful and firm decisions, with 
research, knowledge and sharing”.



CLOSENESS

211. We need to use above all the language of 
closeness, the language of generous, relational 
& existential love that touches the heart, 
impacts life, and awakens hope and desires. 
Young people need to be approached with 
the grammar of love, not by being preached 
at… The language that young people 
understand is spoken by those who radiate life, 
by those who are there for them and with 
them. 



WITNESSING TO JESUS who is ALIVE

124. Christ is alive! We need to keep reminding ourselves of this, because we can risk 
seeing Jesus Christ simply as a fine model from the distant past, as a memory, as someone 
who saved us two thousand years ago. But that would be of no use to us: it would leave 
us unchanged, it would not set us free. The one who fills us with his grace, the one who 
liberates us, transforms us, heals and consoles us is someone fully alive. He is the Christ, 
risen from the dead, filled with supernatural life and energy, and robed in boundless light. 
That is why Saint Paul could say: “If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile” (1 Cor
15:7).

125. Alive, he can be present in your life at every moment, to fill it with light and to take 
away all sorrow and solitude. Even if all others depart, he will remain, as he promised: “I 
am with you always, to the end of the age” (Mt 28:20). He fills your life with his unseen 
presence; wherever you go, he will be waiting there for you. Because he did not only 
come in the past, but he comes to you today and every day, inviting you to set out 
towards ever new horizons.

126. See Jesus as happy, overflowing with joy. Rejoice with him as with a friend who has 
triumphed. They killed him, the holy one, the just one, the innocent one, but he triumphed 
in the end. Evil does not have the last word. Nor will it have the last word in your life, for 
you have a friend who loves you and wants to triumph in you. Your Saviour lives.



Areas needing to be developed as 

experiences of faith

PRAYER

SERVICE

ARTS, MUSIC, THEATRE

SPORTS

NATURE



“We have no right to deprive them 

of this great good”

 “229. These and various other opportunities for evangelizing the 

young should not make us forget that, despite the changing times 
and sensibilities of young people, there are gifts of God that never 

grow old, for they contain a power transcending all times and 

places. There is the word of the Lord, ever living and effective, the 

nourishing presence of Christ in the Eucharist, and the sacrament of 

Reconciliation, which brings us freedom and strength. We can also 

mention the inexhaustible spiritual riches preserved by the Church in 

the witness of her saints and the teaching of the great spiritual 

masters. Although we have to respect different stages of growth, 
and at times need to wait patiently for the right moment, we cannot 

fail to invite young people to drink from these wellsprings of new life. 

We have no right to deprive them of this great good.”



BEING RESPONSIVE

 LETTING OUR STUDENTS INSPIRE OUR FAITH

 ACCOMPANYING OUR STUDENTS IN THEIR 

JOURNEY OF FAITH

 SEEING WHAT WORKS AND ABANDONING WHAT 

DOESN’T

 CLINGING TO OUR MISSION NOT OUR METHODS

 EMPOWERING STUDENTS AS WITNESSES AND 

FAITH LEADERS



Prayer for Young People

Lord Jesus, 

In journeying through the Synod, your Church has turned her attention 
to all the young people of the world. We pray that they might boldly 

take charge of their lives, aim for the most beautiful and profound 

things of life and always keep their hearts unencumbered. 

Accompanied by wise and generous guides, help them respond to the 

call you make to each of them, to realize a proper plan of life and 

achieve happiness.

Keep their hearts open to dreaming great dreams and make them 

concerned for the good of others. Like the Beloved Disciple, may they 

stand at the foot of the Cross, to receive your Mother as a gift from 

you. May they be witnesses to your Resurrection and be aware that 

you are at their side as they joyously proclaim you as Lord. Amen.



Dear young people, stay connected to 
Jesus… “remain online” with him, since you 
will not grow happy and holy by your own 
efforts and intelligence alone. Just as you 
try not to lose your connection to the 
internet, make sure that you stay 
connected to the Lord. That means not 
cutting off dialogue, listening to him, sharing 
your life with him and, whenever you aren’t 
sure what you should do, asking him: “Jesus, 
what would you do in my place?”
(Pope Francis, Christus vivit, 158)


