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Grades 1–8 



Our Mandate
• In the fall of 2012, the Catholic Bishops of Ontario 

issued an RFP for the renewal of their school 
catechetical program

• Pearson Canada, Publisher of the Fully Alive 
Catholic family life program, was chosen as the 
Bishops’ publishing partner for Religious Education

• An agreement was made between the Ontario and 
Western Bishops to adopt the new program in the 
provinces of Ontario, Alberta, Saskatchewan, and 
the Northwest Territories
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Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ

—Key Documents



Writing and Reviewing Process

• Grade Level 
work Group

• Vetting outline 
and fleshing out 
content

Outlines for 
each grade 

level Based on 
Expectations 

of the RE 
Policy 

Document

• Review by 
teachers RE 
Consultants

• Theologian  and 
Biblical 
Historian

Writing of the 
Student Book 
and Teacher 

Materials

• Review by 
Accompanying 
Bishop, Series 
Theologian, 
Liturgist 

• Specialist 
Eastern Church 
Reviewer

Revisions



Writing and Reviewing Process

ACBO and 
Western 
Bishops 
Editorial  

Board 

Revisions

• ACBO 
Education 
Commission 

• Western 
Bishops

Revisions ACBO Plenary Revisions



Program Components Overview
Grades 1–3
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Teacher Resource, 
print and digital

Student Book, 
print and digital Posters,

print and digital

Home School Parish
Websites for Student-Home, 

School and Parish  

Plus, for teacher, 5 
Online Professional 

Development modules

2 Big Books with 
Scripture Stories, 

print and digital

Grades 1 and 2 only



• Student Resource, print and digital

• Comprehensive Teacher Resource, print and digital

Student Book, 
print and digital

Program Components Overview
Grades 4–6

Student/
home

Teacher

Parish

Resource-rich 
Teacher, 
Student-Home, 
and Parish 
websites

Plus, for teacher, 5 
Online Professional 

Development modules



Presentation Title runs here  l  00/00/009

• 5 units per grade follow the course of the 
liturgical and school year

• Covers 100% of the Catholic curriculum 
expectations

• Each lesson to Grade 4 follows a 4-part (day) 
structure

• Grades 5–8 lessons are organized to meet the 
needs of maturing students with more flexibility 
for research and lengthier focused activities.

Organization



Cross-curricular Connections
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Student Book Features
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Student Book Features
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Student Book Features



Student Book Features
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Student Book Features



Eastern Catholic Church and Indigenous Content
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Presentation Title runs here  l  00/00/0016

COMPONENTS
Teacher Resource

•Print and digital formats
•Professional support 

•Detailed lesson plans

•Support for DI, and instructions 
for using the program resources 
that support each lesson



Background and Faith Formation 
Support for Teachers

● A Moment of Reflection

● Informing your faith and preparing to share your faith

● Catechist Preparatory Documents

● Full Scripture passages with interpretation notes

● Responding to Sensitive Topics

● Faith Vocabulary – theologically accurate definitions

● Scripted but not “cookie cutter”

● Five online Professional Development modules 

● All multimedia vetted for theological accuracy
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Faith 

Information
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Assessment in Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ
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•Supports educators as they gather evidence of 
learning of the Religious Education expectations 

•Reflects the Ministry of Education’s Growing 
Success policy document 

•Includes an inquiry task that provides an 
opportunity for assessment of learning at the end 
of each unit



Publication Dates
Grade Print Resources Digital Resources

1 Released Released

2 Released Released

3 Released Released

4 Released Released

5 Released Released

6 May 2019 August 2019

7-8 TBC TBC


