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Our Mandate

e |nthe fall of 2012, the Catholic Bishops of Ontario
issued an RFP for the renewal of their school
catechetical program

e Pearson Canada, Publisher of the Fully Alive
Catholic family life program, was chosen as the
Bishops’ publishing partner for Religious Education

e An agreement was made between the Ontario and
Western Bishops to adopt the new program in the
provinces of Ontario, Alberta, Saskatchewan, and
the Northwest Territories
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Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ
—Key Documents
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Writing and Reviewing Process

Outlines for
each grade e Grade Level
level Based on work Group
Expectations e Vetting outline
of the RE and fleshing out
Policy content

Document

® Review by
e Review by Accompanying
Writing of the teachers RE Bishop, Series
Student Book Consultants Theologian,
and Tea.cher * Theologian and Liturgist
Materials Biblical e Specialist

Eastern Church
Reviewer

Historian
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Writing and Reviewing Process

ACBO and * ACBO
Western Education
Bishops Commission ACBO Plenary
Editorial e Western
Board Bishops
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Program Components Overview Grades 1 and 2 only
Grades 1-3 =

S\
’ Prayers of the Mass x

Glory to God
Glory to God in the highest.

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory.
Lord God, heavenly King,

0 God. al lmlghty Father.

Lord Jes CthlyBgtS
LdeLmbdeS thlh

you k uway the of the world,

have mercy o

you k away h of the world,

recei

you (d Hh right hand of the

Fa th huve mercy on us. (

For y alone are the Holy One, <

you alone are the Lord. i ?

you alone are the Most High. % —
‘TEACHER RESOURCE Jesus Christ, - | |

with the Holy Spirit. | |

in the glory of God the Father.

e
e [

St_udent B_oc_:k, Teacher Resource, - ]
print and digital print and digital 2 Big Books with Posters,

Scripture Stories, print and digital
print and digital

_ Plus, for teacher, 5
Home School Parish Websites for Studen_t-Home, Online Professional
J——l. J__l_ J__l_ School and Parish Development modules

@ Pearson
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Program Components Overview

Grades 4-6
- Student Resource, print and digital
L - Comprehensive Teacher Resource, print and digital
—— | (- g
home Re SO u rce- rl C h BIRG(’IIIZIE(J?JS\‘ i[?dll(’(l[i())l
Teacher, '
Teacher Student-Home,
and Parish
Student Book, Parish websites
print and digital
Plus, for teacher, 5
Online Professional
Development modulles

@ Pearson
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Our
Church Seasons

.....
s

Organization

e 5 units per grade follow the course of the
liturgical and school year

e Covers 100% of the Catholic curriculum
expectations

e Each lesson to Grade 4 follows a 4-part (day)
structure

e Grades 5-8 lessons are organized to meet the
needs of maturing students with more flexibility
for research and lengthier focused activities.
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Cross-curricular Connections

f»

Language |

@ " @
P — - ‘
) — 1iUuCaliol Social |

Qography N \Studies
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Student Book Features

Chdpter1
What Is a
Catholic Community?

* What communities do I belong to?
* What gifts do I bring to my community?

When you were born you were not alone. You were part of a
family. Families take care of each other. If one family member
is sick or has a problem, the other family members do whatever
they can to help. A family is at its best when every member is
able to be a part of family life.

When we are baptized, we become part of a larger family.
We become part of God’s family, the Church. We are called by
God to use the gifts and talents He has given us to continue the
work Jesus began during His life on Earth.

1' Faith Facts

Ordinary Time is

a time to pray,
read the Bible,
and grow closer to
God. Ordinary Time
means “ordered or
numbered time”
and is taken from
“ordinal numbers”
such as first,
second, third.

Unit 1: Our Catholic Community op

-, \ Why We Pray

The Apostles received special charisms from the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost. They were able to use their gift of teaching to bring
others to Christ.

Each of us has our own special charisms. We pray to the
Holy Spirit to guide us as we use these special gifts.

Holy Spirit,

Thank you for the gifts you have given us.

With your guidance, show us ways to use these gifts for the
good of all people.

Help us to spread Christ’s teachings by what we say and do
at school, at home, and in our parish community.
Strengthen us to use our gifts to build up the Church,

and be a sign of God's loving presence in the world.

Amen.

220 unit 5: The Promise of the Holy Spirit
- 2l -
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Student Book Features

The Body of Christ

The Holy Spirit works in many ways
to build up the Body of Christ. The
Holy Spirit helps us as we read the
scripture so that the Body of Christ
may share a common understanding
of Church teachings.

When we celebrate the Eucharist
and share the Body and Blood of
Christ, we receive Christ’s presence
and become His Body in the world.

All over the world. Catholics come
together to celebrate the Eucharist.

1' Faith Facts

The Church is called the Temple of the Holy Spirit because the
Holy Spirit is the soul of the Church. It brings all of us and all
our unique gifts together into one Body in Christ.

138  Unit 3: Born of the Spirit P

The Holy Spirit Unites Us

The Church is called the Body of Christ. Like our human body,
the Body of Christ is made up of many parts. Jesus is the head
and each member of the Catholic community is part of the
Body of Christ.

The presence of the Holy Spirit in the sacraments brings us
together in community.

m’é‘m In the Parish

Sacramental preparation

for Confirmation includes
attending Mass, praying, i
and doing works of charity.
Candidates choose a sponsor '
to encourage and support

them on their faith journey. In

a commitment ceremony, they '

4 When we gather for Mass each week

in the presence of the Holy Spirit. we ‘;:)romls-e touf‘mthfully pretpclre
are joined in prayer with all believers l ONECEE Ihe sacoment. I
throughout the world. — o — —_—

We Read the Bible

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all
the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body....

—1 Corinthians 12:12-13

P Chapter 9: How Do We Show the Holy Spirit? 137

Through the Holy Spirit, we learn how to use the gifts
that we have been given to be witnesses for Christ in the
world. The fruits of the Holy Spirit show others that we have
used the gifts.

At Home

Decide what parts of the
Body of Christ you are.

encourages others?

A Are you the feet that go to people in need?

Check Your Learning
1. Explain the meaning of the Body of Christ.
2. How do the sacraments unite us as the Body of Christ?

oP Chapter 9: How Do We Show the Holy Spirit?

A Are you the mouth that

139
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Student Boo

Features

The Choice

Ever since Conor was a little boy, he dreamed of being an altar
server. Now he was finally old enough to be an altar server,
just like his sister, Fiona.

In two weeks, the whole school would celebrate the feast day
of St. Francis. Father Danilo asked Conor and Fiona to be the
altar servers at the Mass. “This will be the first time a brother
and sister have been altar servers at the same time,” he said.

“Such an honour,” said Conor’s grandmother, when
Conor told her.

Unit 1: Our Catholic Community

Conor sat with Fiona on the school bus as t}
“What'’s the matter?” Fiona asked her broth|
seemed to know when he had something on hij
Conor told Fiona about Miguel. “You know,
“I could be an altar server at another feast day|
Miguel would feel better and feel a part of thin|
Fiona wasn’t sure what to say. From the tim
could talk he had wanted to be an altar server.
Father Danilo,” she said. “He will help you thir|

40

38 unit 1: Our Catholic Community

Father Danilo looked thoughtful. “Miguel.... Yes, I'm sure
Miguel would do it.” But Father Danilo also knew how much
this meant to Conor too. “Why don’t you think about it a bit
more, Conor,” he said. “Then you can let me know what you
decide to do.”

The next Sunday, Father Danilo waved to Conor after
Mass. “I have news,” Father Danilo said as Conor came near.
“Another altar server has decided not to take part that day.
So I am hoping that both you and Miguel will take part.”

“Wow,” said Conor. “That would be fantastic!”
“That’s amazing all right,” Fiona agreed. “Now you and
Miguel can do this together. Miguel is lucky to have a good
friend like you.”

“Thanks, Fiona!” Conor said.

Unit 1: Our Catholic Community

“Come Conor,” Father Danilo said. “The Mass will
begin soon.”

Fiona winked at her brother. “See you in a bit,”
she whispered.

Conor joined Miguel and the other altar servers. The Cross
was lifted high in front of them. He looked over at Miguel. As
they began the procession, Conor felt God was smiling and
walking with them. Conor would never forget this day.

How do my choices show that
1 care for others?

or

it 1: Our Catholic Comm
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Student Book Features

Faith in Action

Students at St. Joseph Catholic School in Corunna, Ontario,
raised money to buy farmyard animals for families in
developing countries through the Chalice program. They held
a yard sale and a raffle and organized other activities.

With the money they collected, the students bought four
chicks and ducklings, two piglets, one rooster and two hens,
two sheep, three goats, and
two cows.

Donations of animals
and other farming
supplies help families
in many countries
around the world. The
families are able to take
care of their own needs
so they do not go hungry.
They are also able to earn
some money by selling

extra eggs or milk. A A display at the front of St. Joseph Catholic
School tracked the progress of the students’
fundraising efforts for Chalice.

NP,
Growing in Faith

1. How does the Holy Spirit help us live in a loving relationship
with God?

120  unit 3: Born of the Spirit op

@ St. Faustina Kowalska

St. Faustina began to hear God’s call when Feast Doy: Octotens

she was just a child. In 1925, she entered
the Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of
Mercy. Six years later, Jesus appeared to

St. Faustina. He told her to spread devotion
to the divine mercy of God. He also told
her to make a painting of His image.

St. Faustina believed that anyone who
honoured it would be saved.

'I' Faith Facts

Divine mercy means not
only receiving mercy

but also showing mercy
to those in need. With

St. Faustina, we can pray
that we too might become
merciful. Mercy is the love
and forgiveness God gives
us whether we deserve it
or not.

op Chapter 11: How Do We Turn Away from God? 169
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Eastern Catholic Church and Indigenous Content

ouf catholic Faith

How We Celebrate

A baptism in an Eastern Rite Catholic church

The sacraments are

celebrations of God’s love D

for us. All the sacraments Baptism is the sacrament
began with something that of welcome. We are
Jesus said or did. They are baptized with water,

one of the ways Jesus is L

always with His Church.

84

15
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COMPONENTS |
eacher Resource

Baptism of Jesus
ePrint and digital formats

FOCUS QUESTION
Whe was John the Baptist?

4-Day Classroom Planner
DAY 1: CET STARTED | DAY 2: EXPLORE OUR | DAY 3: EXPLORE OUR | DAY 4< MAKE IT YOUR
N

FAITH FAITH
P ° Leaming Goal: We are Leaming Goal Weare | Leaming Goal, Weare | Leaming Goal. We are
*Professional support S e e
birth of John the Baptist. | the Baptist and whathe | Baptsm of Jesus o

UNIT 3 PLANNING AND PREVIEW CHART
Suggested Teaching Time: 6 weeks

Unit Overall Religious Educaton Expectations

eDetailed lesson plans

# BL3 Demonstrate an understanding of the Church as a people who are formed into a believing community by God's Word (i.e.
Seripture inspired story of Jesus Christ). [CCC nos. 101-141; 748-975]

# CL1 Focus: Baptism Understand that the Church celebrates our life in Christ and the Church through sacraments. [CCC nos. 1211-1284]
# CL2 Understand that through tha celebration of Mass (Sacrament of the Eucharist) we offer thanksgiving and praise to God the Father
as a community of disciples wha believe in and fallow Jesus. [CCC 1345-1361]

® LC1 Understand that when we come to believe in God (Trinity of persons, Father, Son. and Holy Spirit) we can exparience God's love in
the community of the Church He formed. [CCC nos, 214-237; 758-760; 781-786]

» LC2 D an under ing of the of the Church as the experience of life as human and divine, visible and invisible:
as a communion of saints. [OCC nos. 748-780, 946-948, 328-336]

# ML1 Demonstrate an understanding that we are created in the “image of God” and that this. gift calls us to live in a way which reflects
this truth. [CCC nas. 1699-1715]

# ML3 Demonstrate an understanding that as human beings God calls us to grow in holiness (i.e. to grow in charity and goodness). [CCC
nes, 946-973; 1474-1477; 1812-1829; 2012-2016]

® PR2 Understand that there are many ways to pray to despen our relationship with God the Father, Jesus, the Hely Spirit. and in
communion with Mary and the saints. [CCC 2663-2639]

A Moment of Reflection

<GATCH margin — Moment of Refiection icon= The Baptism of Jesus was the
first public appearance of Jesus as the Messiah. It was the first time His
glory was revealed fo the community. It was the beginning of Jesus” public
mumstry on Earth. From here He would go on to a hife of teachmg, praying,
and healing. and a life of fri ips and di i ot all that
different from the life of 2 teacher in a Cathalic schosl We too make our
appearance at the opening day of schoal each year and spend the following
months teaching and praying, and sometimes healing, with all the joys and
disappointments this ean bring.

At His Baptism, Jesus created a bond with all Christians who have been
baptized in the name of the Father, The Son, and the Holy Spirit—a bond
that provides support and love through each day. In his message on the Feast
of the Baptism of Tesus, Jannary 12, 2014, Pope Francis said: “And on the

eSupport for DI, and instructions
for using the program resources
that support each lesson

Note: In the chart below, * denotes lessons that help prepare students for the end-of-unit Culminating Activity.

Lesson | Lesson Line and Proaram Curriculum Cross Currigular
i g Connections
Masters
nit 8 Using | - Chart paper ‘Student Book
o the Unk - My Life in Jesus (pp.
Opener T6-TH)
T Chartpaper | - LM 2-1: Letier fo | Student Book “MLL3; Describe waysm | Language
Drawng Families + Maryand the Angel | ™hich chiren canbe - Reading: Read and
matends + LM 3:2: Mary ';Tsa-ﬁn #fholness. demonstate an
'lmyﬂﬁ andElizabeth | . Our Cathelie Faithe | = CL1.1: Recognize 3h | understancing of  uaristy of
fleboard What We Believe baptismal namalives lierary, graphic, and
{optional) (. 58) “‘m}:nﬂ informational texts. using 3
- Large sheets Big Book 1 presence Spit | ange of strategies o
draving . e Bt  the words and symbois meanng.

2 Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ Grade 1 Teasher Resource
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Background and Faith Formation
Support for Teachers

A Moment of Reflection

Informing your faith and preparing to share your faith
Catechist Preparatory Documents

Full Scripture passages with interpretation notes
Responding to Sensitive Topics

Faith Vocabulary — theologically accurate definitions
Scripted but not “cookie cutter”

Five online Professional Development modules

All multimedia vetted for theological accuracy

17
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Faith
Information

INFORMING YOUR FAITH AMD PREPARIMNG TO SHARE YOUR FAITH

Background Information

God places the desire to be in relationship with Him through prayer in the human heart. Humans
answer the call to prayer because they recognize their Creator and desire to be in relationship with
the One who has willed them into existence.

We are encouraged to pray at all times. The Church responds to this call by inviting us to enter into
certain specific prayers and pravyer times that will collectively establish a continual rhythm of prayer.
The liturgical seasons foster this rhythm of praver.,

Each believer also responds personzglly to the call to prayer and expresses prayer in different ways.
Prayer is usually expressed in one of three styles: vocal, contemplative, or meditative.

- Vocal prayer is an essential element of Christian life. It follows the example of Jesus, who taught
His disciples the Lord’'s Prayer, prayed aloud the prayers of the synagogue, and prayved aloud to
express His needs, requests, and feelings. Vocal prayer can also engage our body in expressing
the desires and thouwghts of our heart.

- Contemplative prayer is fixed attention on Jesus and the Scriptures to enter more deeply into
their mystery. Contemplative prayer is time alone with the Lord, with attention fixed entirely upon
Him, for the purpose of deepening our relationship with Him. It is intense prayer that is not filled
with words., One waits in focused silence for the Lord to speak in the inner recesses of the heart.

- Meditative prayer engages thought, imagination, emction, and desire to focus on developing
our faith and its impact on our lived experience. Its purpose is to adhere to the Christian life and
try to discern and respond to what the Lord is asking of us. It is often aided by particular
instruments, such as & reading from Scripture or 2 book, wvenerating a holy icon or an element of
nature, etc, There are many forms and ways of meditation. Praying the Rosary and engaging
Scripture through fectio diving are two examples,

Direct interaction with Scripture is an important piece of evangelization. Therefore, the Church
encourages its people to practise fectio divina. This is a method of reading Scripture that promotes
increasing understanding through the workings of the Holy Spirit. Originally practised in
monasteries, it is now being encouraged as a regular practice ameng parish communities, families,
clergy, consecrated religious, and the laity (including youth). It has four movements: lectio {read),
megitatio (meditate), aratio (pray), and contemplatio (contemplate]}.

Visio divina is meditative prayer focused on sacred art. [t follows steps similar to those for lectio
diving but with 2 focus on "sacred seeing.”

The mysteries of the Rosary invite us to reflect on the events of Christ's and Mary’s lives. They recall
the works of God in the history of szlvation that link them to salvation today. The sorrowful
mysteries highlight certain events from the narrative of Christ’s passion and death, inviting the
faithful to contemplate them in their hearts and relive them with Mary. In contemgplating the Lord as
He is cast inta His most abject suffering, we learn truths about the love of God and about humanity.
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Assessment in Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ

e Supports educators as they gather evidence of
learning of the Religious Education expectations

e Reflects the Ministry of Education’s Growing
Success policy document

e Includes an inquiry task that provides an
opportunity for assessment of learning at the end
of each unit
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Publication Dates

Print Resources Digital Resources
1 Released Released
2 Released Released
3 Released Released
4 Released Released
5 Released Released
6 May 2019 August 2019
7-8 TBC TBC




