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CATHOLIC TRUSTEES: EMBRACING THE CALL TO SERVE

 Over 545,000 students in Ontario’s publicly funded 

Catholic schools

 Democratically elected Catholic trustees represent 

the province’s approximately 2 million Catholic 

ratepayers

 Catholic trustees are an integral link between the 

Catholic community and the publicly funded 

Catholic schools they support 

2



ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL TRUSTEES’ ASSOCIATION

 This Association was established in Toronto in 1930 – OCSTA’s 90th Anniversary will be celebrated in 2020 at the 

Fairmont Chateau Laurier in Ottawa – April 30 – May 2, 2020 - save the date now!

 The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) represents the interests of the province’s 29 English 

Catholic school boards. We provide services and resources for the 237 Catholic Trustees leading these boards.

 The Association’s long standing, over arching mission has been to promote and protect publicly funded Catholic 

education in Ontario.

 OCSTA’s Board of Directors represent 12 regions across the province
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OCSTA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Region OCSTA Director

Region 1 Colleen Landers, Northeastern CDSB

Region 2 Paul Landry, Kenora CDSB

Region 3 (at large) Michael Bellmore, Sudbury CDSB

Region 4 Marino Gazzola, Wellington CDSB

Region 5 Linda Ward, St. Clair CDSB

Region 6 Michael Del Grande & Markus de Domenico, Toronto CDSB

Region 7 Mario Pascucci & Thomas Thomas , Dufferin-Peel CDSB

Region 8 Carol Cotton, York CDSB

Region 9 Michelle Griepsma, Peterborough Victoria Northumberland & Clarington CDSB

Region 10 Todd Lalonde, CDSB of Eastern Ontario

Region 11 Clifford Casey, Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB,  Vacancy

Region 12 Mark Mullan, Ottawa CSB

Beverley Eckensweiler,  President

Michelle Griepsma, Vice President

Patrick Daly, Past President

Bishop John Boissonneau, 

ACBO Liaison

Fr. Patrick Fitzpatrick, 

Chaplain

Nick Milanetti,

Executive Director



REGIONAL MEETINGS

 Fall Regional Meetings held in 5 locations throughout the province - * membership region identified in brackets 

 Central – CDSBs in this region:
Brant Haldimand Norfolk (11),  Dufferin-Peel (7), Halton (11), Hamilton-Wentworth (11), Niagara (11), Toronto (6), York (8)

 East – CDSBs in this region: 
Algonquin and Lakeshore (10), Durham (9), Eastern Ontario (10), Ottawa (12), Peterborough Victoria Northumberland & Clarington (9),
Renfrew (10), Simcoe Muskoka (9)

 West – CDSBs in this region:
Bruce-Grey (4), Huron-Perth (4), London (5), St. Clair (5), Waterloo (4), Wellington (4), Windsor-Essex (5)

 Northeast – CDSBs in this region:
Huron-Superior (1), Nipissing-Parry Sound (1), Northeastern (1), Sudbury (1)

 Northwest – CDSBs in this region
Kenora (2), Northwest (2), Superior North (2), Thunder Bay (2)

 Regional meetings are often included in programs for OCSTA’s annual seminars and conferences.
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ADVANCING THE AGENDA FOR ONTARIO’S CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

 Regular meetings between OCSTA and MPP’s, the Minister of Education and government staff help to advance system priorities and raise 
the profile on issues that are important to CDSB’s.

 Many of the issues discussed at these meetings are included in the current OCSTA Finance Brief – this brief includes the Association’s 
recommendations regarding:

 School board Flexibility and Autonomy

 Student Transportation Funding

 Student Mental Health

 Special Education

 Sick Leave Costs

 Programs to Support Students on Long-Term Suspensions, Exclusions and Expulsions

 Information Technology Infrastructure

 Accessibility Standards in the Education Sector, and

 Capital Funding
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MEDIA AND PUBLIC RESPONSE
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OCSTA PARTNERSHIPS

 Key Partners in Catholic Education in Ontario:

 Institute for Catholic Education

 Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario

 Catholic Principals’ Council of Ontario

 Canadian Catholic School Trustees’ Association

 Ontario English Catholic Teachers Association

 Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education

 Ontario Catholic Supervisory Officers’ Association

 Ontario Catholic Business Officials’ Association

 Ontario Student Trustees’ Association (OSTA-AECO – Catholic Board Council)

 Catholic Curriculum Cooperative
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RESPONDING TO A NATIONAL ISSUE

 Theodore Case in Saskatchewan – could lead to the gradual erosion of denominational school rights without an 

effective response

 OCSTA,  Alberta Catholic Trustees’ Association, OECTA, French Catholic Trustees’ Association (AFOCSC) and 

the Association for Franco-Ontarians are all Intervenors in the appeal.
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TOONIES FOR TUITION

 Toonies for Tuition is CCSTA’s fundraising program 

to assist families seeking to enroll their children in 

Catholic schools within jurisdictions where there is 

no public funding for Catholic schools.

 In 2018, OCSTA launched the first ever “Ontario 

Campaign” to support this effort.
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TOGETHER IN FAITH

 This OCSTA Campaign has generated over 23,000 subscribers

 The campaign is supported by OECTA and the Assembly of 
Catholic Bishops of Ontario

 Campaign goal: to get as many of our Catholic school 
supporters on this list as possible

 The list is used to keep Ontario Catholic school supporters 
informed and engaged. Should we need to encourage more 
specific actions from the Catholic community, this list provides 
a timely and effective way to connect with supporters.

 Join this campaign list here: www.togetherinfaith.ca and 
join/share the social media conversations online – Twitter 
@catholicedu Facebook facebook.com/CatholicEducationInOntario
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THE CATHOLIC TRUSTEE

“To their Catholic school trustees, families entrust hundreds of 

thousands of human lives with the capability, the possibility, and 

finally the promise of achieving human greatness. It is these small, 

fragile and ultimately marvelous lives that you as a trustee are 

called to serve.”

OCSTA Manual on the Catholic Trustee
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QUESTIONS…

 Beverley Eckensweiler, President  beckensweiler@ocsta.on.ca

 Nick Milanetti, Executive Director  nmilanetti@ocsta.on.ca

(416) 932-9460 ext. 222

13

mailto:Beckensweiler@ocsta.on.ca
mailto:Nmilanetti@ocsta.on.ca

