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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 

Beverley Eckensweiler, President  Bruce-Grey CDSB 
Michelle Griepsma, Vice President   Peterborough, Victoria, Northumberland & Clarington CDSB 
Patrick Daly, Past President                Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB 

 

 
 

REGION BOARDS OCSTA DIRECTORS 

TERM END DATE 

(Immediately 

following AGM & 

Conference) 

Region 1  

 

Huron-Superior CDSB 

Nipissing-Parry Sound CDSB 

Northeastern CDSB 

Sudbury CDSB 

Colleen Landers 

Northeastern CDSB 
2019 

Region 2 

Kenora CDSB 

Northwest CDSB 

Superior North CDSB 

Thunder Bay CDSB 

Paul Landry 

Kenora CDSB 
2019 

Region 3  

(at large) 
Northern Regions No. 1 & 2 

Michael Bellmore 

Sudbury CDSB 
2019 

Region 4 

 

Bruce-Grey CDSB 

Huron-Perth CDSB 

Waterloo CDSB 

Wellington CDSB 

Marino Gazzola 

Wellington CDSB 
2019 

Region 5 

London DCSB 

St. Clair CDSB 

Windsor-Essex CDSB 

Linda Ward 

St. Clair CDSB 
2019 

Region 6 Toronto CDSB 
Markus de Domenico 

Michael Del Grande 
2020 

Region 7 Dufferin-Peel CDSB 
Mario Pascucci 

Thomas Thomas 
2020 

Region 8 York CDSB Carol Cotton 2020 

Region 9 

Durham CDSB 

Peterborough, Victoria,  

Northumberland & Clarington CDSB 

Simcoe-Muskoka CDSB 

Linda Ainsworth 

Peterborough, Victoria,  

Northumberland & Clarington 

CDSB 

2019 

Region 10 

Algonquin & Lakeshore CDSB  

CDSB of Eastern Ontario 

Renfrew County CDSB 

Todd Lalonde 

CDSB of Eastern Ontario 
2019 

Region 11 

Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB 

Halton CDSB 

Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB  

Niagara CDSB 

Clifford Casey 

Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB 

Vacant seat 

2019 

Region 12 Ottawa CSB Mark Mullan 2020 
 
 
Bishop John Boissonneau, ACBO Liaison to the OCSTA Board of Directors 
Father Patrick Fitzpatrick, Chaplain 
Nick Milanetti, Executive Director
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

Friday, January 18, 2019 

 

 

Time/Room   Event 
 

7:30 a.m.   Registration 
International Foyer 

 

7:30 a.m.   Breakfast 
International A, B & C   Visit the OCSTA Welcome Lounge (International Foyer) 
 

8:30 a.m.   Gathering Prayer  
International B & C  Fr. Patrick Fitzpatrick, Chaplain 
   Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
 

   Welcoming Remarks 
      

     Presentation of OCSTA Short Video Awards –  
Catholic Elementary Schools 
Todd Lalonde, Seminar Chair 

     Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
 

8:45 a.m.    United as Stewards of a Truly Catholic Education 
International B & C   Laura Hughes, Director 
     Office provincial de l’éducation de la foi catholique de l’Ontario 

 
     This presentation explores the ways in which our Catholic lives and 
     practice influence our working together as stewards of our faith in a 
     context of governance. Building on the insights gained through the 
     Symposium on Catholic Education and drawing on the vastness of 
     Catholic Tradition and practice, it will propose a reflection for all boards 
     tasked with bringing their personal and collective gifts to the table to 
     serve the Kingdom together. 
 

9:45 a.m.  Presentation of OCSTA Short Video Awards –  
International B & C   Catholic Secondary Schools 
   Todd Lalonde, Seminar Chair 
     Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
 

  President’s Report 
   Beverley Eckensweiler, President 
     Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
     Carole Allen, Project Manager 
     Friends & Advocates of Catholic Education (FACE) 
     Sophia Trozzo, Student Trustee & President 
   Catholic Board Council (OSTA-AECO) 
 

10:30 a.m.   Break 
International Foyer 
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Friday, January 18, 2019 

 

 

Time/Room   Event 
 

10:45 a.m.   Minister of Education 
International B & C The Honourable Lisa Thompson 
 

11:30 a.m.   Regional Meetings 
 

Region Boards and Region Numbers 

West 

Mississauga A 
Bruce-Grey (4), Huron-Perth (4), London (5), St. Clair (5), Waterloo (4), Wellington (4), 
Windsor-Essex (5) 

East 

Mississauga B 

Algonquin and Lakeshore (10), Durham (9), Eastern Ontario (10), Ottawa (12), 
Peterborough Victoria Northumberland & Clarington (9), Renfrew (10) 
Simcoe Muskoka (9) 

Northeast 

Paris 
Huron-Superior (1), Nipissing-Parry Sound (1), Northeastern (1), Sudbury (1) 

Central 

New York 

Brant Haldimand Norfolk (11), Dufferin-Peel (7), Halton (11),  
Hamilton-Wentworth (11), Niagara (11), Toronto (6), York (8) 

Northwest 

Toronto A & B 
Kenora (2), Northwest (2), Superior North (2), Thunder Bay (2) 

 

12:30 p.m.   Lunch 
International A, B & C 
 

12:30 p.m.   Student Trustee Lunch and Discussion 
London 
 

1:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.   Concurrent Workshops 
 

Mississauga A  Procedure and Getting It Right 
   James Lochrie, B.Sc., CPP-T, Certified Professional   

  Parliamentarian and Teacher of Parliamentary Law 
    

Learn the Basics of Parliamentary Procedure; How to Use the Basic 
Motions; How to Deal with Obstreperous Members in a Meeting; 
Raising a Point of Order; Appealing the Decision of the Chair; 
Reconsidering a Decision. 
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Friday, January 18, 2019 

 

 

Time/Room   Event 
 

Mississauga B  The Legislated Roles and Responsibilities of 
Catholic School Board Trustees 
Tricia Chapman, Vice Chair, Durham CDSB 
Michael Hines, Partner, Hicks Morley LLP 
Colleen Landers, OCSTA Director and Vice Chair, Northeastern CDSB 

 

     A panel discussion on the legislated role of Ontario’s school trustees 
     and the distinctive responsibilities of Catholic school trustees. 
 

1:15 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Labour Panel – Labour Negotiations and the Role 
New York  of OCSTA and Local Catholic School Boards 
   Moderator: Sharon Duffy, Director and Labour Relations Counsel,  

  OCSTA 
    

Panelists: 
Kathy Burtnik, Former OCSTA President and Trustee, Niagara CDSB 

     Patrick J. Daly, OCSTA Past President and Chair, 
     Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB 

Michelle Lamarche, Superintendent of Human Resources, 
Algonquin and Lakeshore CDSB 
Terry Lyons, Director of Education, Windsor-Essex CDSB 
 

     Our experienced panel will discuss the structure of two-tiered  
     bargaining and its implications at both the central and local levels for 
     Catholic school boards. Panelists will share learnings from their  
     personal bargaining experience as well as thoughts with regard to the 
     upcoming round of collective bargaining. 

 

Toronto A & B  How Media and Community Relations Can 
Strengthen the CDSB Profile 
Moderator: Michelle Griepsma, OCSTA Vice-President and Chair, 
Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and Clarington CDSB 
  
Panelists: 
John Crocco, Director of Education, Niagara CDSB 
Galen Eagle, Communications Manager, Peterborough Victoria 
Northumberland and Clarington CDSB 
Rory McGuckin, Director of Education, Toronto CDSB 
Michael Nasello, Director of Education, Peterborough Victoria 

 Northumberland and Clarington CDSB 
 

     A panel discussion highlighting Catholic school board best practices 
     and examples with respect to local promotions and media relations 
     initiatives that enhance and raise the public profile of Catholic District 
     School Boards at the community level. 
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Friday, January 18, 2019 

 

 

Time/Room   Event 
 

2:30 p.m.    Break 
 

2:45 p.m.    Concurrent Workshops (repeated) 
Rooms: Same as above    
 

2:45 p.m.    Student Trustee Workshop – Share the Journey:  
London Mobilizing our Catholic Voice to Support Migrants 

Luke Stocking, Deputy Director of Public Engagement, 
Ontario & Atlantic Regions, Development & Peace 

 
Development and Peace – Caritas Canada is proud to be working with 
the Catholic Board Council of OSTA-AECO on our Share the Journey 
Campaign. Share the Journey is a global campaign of the Caritas 
Family launched by Pope Francis in 2017. The aim of the campaign is 
to educate people on the global migration crisis and to inspire people to 
act in solidarity with the 68.5 million people in the world who have been 
forced to flee their homes. Join us to learn how your school board can 
participate in our national pilgrimage to collectively walk 40,075KM (the 
circumference of the earth) while gathering over 20,000 postcards to be 
delivered to our Prime Minister during Catholic Education Week. The 
postcards ask Canada to do more to address the root causes of this 
global migration crisis. We need your help! 

 

4:00 p.m.    Meeting Adjourned 
 

5:30 p.m.    Reception  
International Foyer   (Cash Bar – one complimentary drink ticket provided) 
 

6:00 p.m.    Buffet Dinner 
International B & C   (Cash Bar) 

 
 

Saturday, January 19, 2019 

 

 

Time/Room   Event 
 

7:30 a.m.    Breakfast 
International A, B & C 
 

8:30 a.m.    Eucharistic Celebration 
Plaza C Celebrant:  Fr. Patrick Fitzpatrick, Chaplain 
 Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
    

 Musical Liturgists: Nancy Bodsworth, Teacher, Dufferin-Peel CDSB 
  Jeff Boss 
  Ginny Hogervorst 
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Saturday, January 19, 2019 

 

 

Time/Room   Event 
 

9:30 a.m. Module: “History on Our Side - Foundations of  
International B & C  Catholic Education” 
     Mark McGowan, Professor, Department of History 

University of Toronto 
    

A brief overview of the key moments in Ontario’s Catholic schools, 

which should be essential knowledge for Catholic school trustees. 

 

10:30 a.m. Work in the Millennial Age 
International B & C What Generational Change Means for the Future of Education 
 David Coletto, Founding Partner and CEO of Abacus Data Inc., 

Marketing Research Leader; Expert on Millennials 
 

     Canadian Millennials (those born between 1980-2000) make up the 
     largest portion of the working age population representing more than 
     9.5 million Canadians. In a few years, they will make up the clear  
     majority of working age Canadians. Their size and influence mean they 
     are fundamentally changing the way we work. 
 

     What is the future of education given the changes we are seeing in the 
     workplace? How can the way millennials work together help us predict 
     the kind of skills and knowledge future citizens and workers will need 
     and how might Ontario’s Catholic School Trustees respond to these 
     changes? 
 

     As one of Canada’s foremost experts on generational change and 
     youth, David has spent eight years as the founder and CEO of Abacus 
     Data trying to understand his generation and working with brands, 
     associations, and public sector organizations to reorient themselves for 
     this millennial-dominated world 
 

     Through an engaging, data-filled presentation, David will argue that a 
     generational lens is needed to understand the dynamics at play and 
     what it will mean for Ontario 10 and 20 years down the road. 
      
 

11:30 a.m.    Closing Remarks & Adjournment 
International B & C 
 

12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Labour Relations Meeting 
International B & C   (for registered Chairs, Directors of Education and designates only) 
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Biographies 
 
Laura Hughes 
Director, Office provincial de l’éducation de la foi catholique de l’Ontario (OPÉCO) 
 

Laura Hughes stands at the crossroads where theology and business meet. She 
holds a Masters in Pastoral Theology as well as an MBA specialized in Community 
Economic Development. In her role as Director of OPÉCO (Catholic Education in 
French), she has ample opportunity to reflect on the connections between the two and 
their applications for Catholic institutions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Honourable Lisa Thompson 
Minister of Education 
 

On October 6, 2011 Lisa was elected as the Member of Provincial Parliament for the 
riding of Huron-Bruce, and subsequently re-elected on June 12, 2014. Under the 
previous government Lisa served as the Opposition Critic for the Ministry of 
Environment, the Ministry of International Trade and the Ministry of Indigenous Affairs 
and Reconciliation. From January – June 2018, Lisa was appointed the role of 
Caucus Chair. Additional to her parliamentary roles, Lisa was selected by the Speaker 
of Ontario’s Legislative Assembly to represent the province on a steering committee 
for Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians, Canadian Region and has taken on the 
position of Vice-Chair. Most recently, on June 7th 2018, Lisa was re-elected for a 3rd 
term as MPP for Huron-Bruce followed by an appointment to cabinet as the Minister 
of Education and a member of the Treasury Board. 
 
Lisa resides in Teeswater with her husband Dennis and enjoys spending time working 
with her family on the farm, skiing, curling, cheering on local sports teams and 
spending time at Bruce Beach. 

 
James Lochrie, B.Sc., CPP-T 
Certified Professional Parliamentarian and 
Teacher of Parliamentary Law 
 

Jim is a certified professional parliamentarian and teacher of parliamentary law, 
registered through the American Institute of Parliamentarians.  He has an extensive 
practice in meeting procedures throughout Canada and the U.S.A., where he acts as 
parliamentarian to many national, state and provincial organizations. He is an expert 
in Robert’s Rules of Order. In 25 years he has delivered over 300 workshops to 
various clients and to thousands of participants. He provides for lively and interesting 
workshops. Jim is a past president of the American Institute of Parliamentarians and 
the Toronto Parliamentary Society.  Jim lives in Toronto. 
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Biographies 
 
Tricia Chapman 
Vice Chair, Durham CDSB 
 

Tricia Chapman is in her second term as trustee for Durham Catholic District School 
Board.  She is a graduate of St. Joseph’s College School in Toronto and of the 
University of Toronto.  In 2015 she completed the OCSTA Certificate Course in Catholic 
Education Leadership for School Trustees. As the trustee representative on the Student 
Senate over the past four years, Tricia has promoted student voice in the creation and 
discussion of board motions, funding and policy matters. Tricia has worked in the 
insurance and financial services industry fulfilling front line and management 
roles.  Tricia has served as Chair of the Durham Catholic District School Board and is 
now serving as Vice Chair.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Michael Hines 
Partner, Hicks Morley LLP 
 

Michael Hines is a partner in the Ontario law firm Hicks Morley LLP.  He obtained his 
B.A. from McMaster University in 1978 and his LL.B from the University of Toronto in 
1981.  Michael was called to the Bar in 1983 and has practised with the Firm since 
then in all aspects of employment law, with a particular focus on the school board and 
police sectors.  His education law practice has involved him as counsel to more than 
thirty of Ontario’s district school boards on such matters as labour relations, school 
closures, teacher dismissals, board governance, teacher strikes, equality rights and 
collective bargaining.  Michael is a Past Chair of the Ontario Bar Association’s 
Education Law Section, received his Master of Laws in Constitutional Law in 2009 from 
Osgoode Hall Law School and has taught as an Adjunct Professor of Advanced Labour 
Law at the University of Toronto’s Faculty of Law. 

 
 

 
Colleen Landers 
OCSTA Director and Vice Chair 
Northeastern CDSB 
 

Colleen Landers has been a trustee with the Northeastern Catholic District School 
Board for the past 27 years. She is the current Vice-Chair of the Board and the Region 
1 Director for OCSTA. In 2016 the Ministry of Education designated Colleen a public 
appointee to the College of teachers.  
 
Colleen is a registered nurse who has worked in healthcare in Timmins since 1969. 
She presently runs her own healthcare consulting company and has consulted in the 
reprocessing of medical devices field, operating room and endoscopy and has  
presented at healthcare conferences internationally. 
 
Her two main goals in life are to support and defend Catholic education locally, 
provincially and across the country and to “Make a Difference in Improving Health Care 
in Canada”.  Colleen is a Past President of the St. Anthony Catholic Women’s League 
of St. Anthony of Padua Church and a member of the Catholic Church Choral Ministry. 

Colleen is President and founding member of KidSport/Sports for Kids Timmins which assists under-privileged 
children participate in sport. In 2016 she was awarded the Ontario Volunteer of the Year by KidSport Canada. 
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Biographies 
 
Sharon Duffy 
Director and Labour Relations Counsel, OCSTA 

 

Sharon Duffy is Director and Labour Relations Counsel with the Ontario Catholic 
School Trustees’ Association.  Sharon played a key role in negotiating the first 
central collective agreements under the School Boards Collective Bargaining Act for 
the 29 school boards in the English Catholic sector. Prior to joining OCSTA, Sharon 
held the position of Legal Counsel, Labour and Employment with the Toronto 
Catholic District School Board.  
 
Called to the Ontario Bar in 2001, Sharon strives to provide sound, practical advice 
and solutions with a view to enhancing labour relations. She recently completed a 
Masters of Law in alternative dispute resolution through Osgoode Hall at York 
University. In her spare time she enjoys tae kwon do, skiing and spending active time 
with her family. 

 
 
 

Kathy Burtnik 
OCSTA Former President and Trustee, Niagara Catholic District School Board 

 

Kathy has served as an elected trustee for the Niagara Catholic District School Board 
since 1995.  
 

Kathy is a mother of 5, a grandmother, and has been married to Mike for 35 years. 
Kathy is a business owner of a third generation Printing Company celebrating over 60 
years in business. 
 

Kathy believes that being elected is about political service and not political survival.  
 

Catholic education has been a cornerstone of this country since before Confederation. 
Our success is evident in the people who graduate and work in our system - they 
believe that there is a shared mission to help others be all they can be. We are called 
to act justly, love tenderly and to walk humbly with our God. Serving in the role of 
Catholic Trustee is both a privilege and an awesome responsibility. I am forever 
grateful to those whose names may have long been forgotten, who have served in this 

capacity and built us a foundation of excellence and tradition that we must continue to promote and protect.” 

 

Patrick J. Daly 
OCSTA Past President and Chair, Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB 
 

Patrick Daly has been a Catholic school trustee for over 30 years and has served 
continuously as Chair of the Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB since 1991. 
 
At the provincial level, Patrick first served as OCSTA’s president in 1996. During that 
two-year tenure Patrick provided leadership to obtain equity in education funding for all 
students in Ontario. Legislation achieving this milestone was ultimately upheld by the 
Supreme Court of Canada.  
 
Twenty years later, in 2016, Patrick was once again elected to serve as OCSTA’s 
president where he continues to fulfill a pivotal role in the shaping of legislation and 
policies having impact on Catholic education. Patrick is currently Past President. 
 
Patrick is a recipient of both the CCSTA Higgins Award and the OCSTA Trustee Award 
of Merit.  Patrick and his wife Carol have four children and are parishioners at St. Ann’s      
Parish in Ancaster. 
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Biographies 
 
Michelle Lamarche 
Superintendent of Human Resources 
Algonquin & Lakeshore CDSB 

 

Michelle has worked in the education sector since she graduated from Queen’s 
University in 1995 with a Master of Industrial Relations (MIR).   
 
She began her career with the Limestone District School Board.  In 2005 she joined 
the Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District School Board, and is currently the 
Superintendent of Human Resources.  Michelle provides leadership and strategic 
direction in all aspects of human resource management, including the development 
and maintenance of positive labour relations. 
 
Michelle has served on the Board of Directors of the Ontario Catholic School 
Business Officials Association and was co-chair of the Council of Senior Human 
Resource Officials.  She is currently on the executive of COSHRO as well as on the 
Board of Directors of School Boards Cooperative Inc.  She has been a facilitator for 
the Eastern Ontario Staff Development Network’s Leadership Academy.  She teaches 
Labour Relations and Training and Development in Laurentian University’s Bachelor 
of Business Administration program.   

 
Terry Lyons 
Director of Education 
Windsor-Essex CDSB 

 

Terry has enjoyed a 29-year career in education. Terry was appointed Director of 
Education at the Windsor-Essex Catholic District School Board (WECDSB) in 
September 2017. Prior to joining the WECDSB four years ago as Executive 
Superintendent of Human Resources and eventually assuming the role of Associate 
Director, he spent six years as a Superintendent responsible for a variety of portfolios 
and families of schools at the Greater Essex County District School Board. He served 
as principal and vice-principal at Essex District High School, and vice-principal at 
Riverside Secondary School, but his career in education actually began in 1989 as a 
physical education teacher at Saint Brother André Catholic Secondary School in 
Markham, Ontario. 
 
Terry is a strong advocate for innovative programming and top quality faith-based 
educational experiences for students and staff.  His mind is always open to exploring 
new opportunities for students. 
 
Terry’s personal credo which he always tries to follow: that we need to be better today 
than we were yesterday and better tomorrow than we were today. 
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Biographies 
 
Michelle Griepsma 
Vice-President, Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association and 
Chair, Peterborough Victoria Northumberland & Clarington CDSB 
 

Michelle Griepsma is the Chairperson of the Peterborough Victoria Northumberland and 
Clarington Catholic District School Board (PVNCB). She is also currently serving the role 
of Vice-President of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association. Michelle has 
chaired the PVNCC Board since 2013-14 school year and she has served on the Board 
as a trustee for Kawartha Lakes for eight years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Michael Nasello 
Director of Education 
Peterborough, Victoria Northumberland & Clarington CDSB 

 

Michael Nasello has been the Director of Education for the Peterborough Victoria 
Northumberland and Clarington Catholic District School Board since 2016. He had 
previously served as a superintendent for eight years at the York Catholic District School 
Board. In his role as Director, Michael oversees more than 2,100 employees and the 
education of more than 15,000 students in 36 school communities in Peterborough and 
County, Northumberland, Kawartha Lakes and Clarington. In 2017, he led the system 
through a robust consultation process and the renewal of the Board’s Strategic Priorities 
for 2017 to 2020. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Galen Eagle 
Communications Manager 
Peterborough, Victoria Northumberland & Clarington CDSB 

 

Galen Eagle is Communications Manager at the Peterborough Victoria Northumberland 
and Clarington Catholic District School Board, a position he has held since 2015. Before 
his move to school public relations, Galen was a multi-media journalist for nearly 10 
years. He is currently an executive member of the Canadian Association of 
Communicators in Education and through that organization, has won seven national 
Bravo awards for excellence in school board communication. 
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Biographies 
 
Rory McGuckin, Director of Education 
Toronto CDSB 

 

Rory McGuckin joined the Board in 1984 as a secondary school teacher, and then served 
as department head of Social Sciences before moving into administration as a Vice-
Principal. In 1999 he was appointed Principal and served in this capacity for 11 years 
before becoming a Supervisory Officer in 2010. 
 
Rory was named Director of Education effective August 1, 2017. Prior to this, he served 
the board as Associate Director of Academic Affairs and held Supervisory Officer duties in 
the following portfolios: Human Resources and Labour Relations; Governance and Policy; 
Safe and Caring Schools; Parent and Community engagement; and Family of Schools 
Superintendent in North Etobicoke. 
 
Rory is a product of TCDSB, having graduated from St. Andrew Catholic School and later 
Father Henry Carr Catholic Secondary School. He looks back on his days as a student 
with great fondness, which drives his ongoing commitment to student success and well-

being, and his pride in the accomplishments of students and staff. Rory’s career with MSSB/TCDSB spans 25 years. 

 
John Crocco, Director of Education 
Niagara CDSB 
 

John Crocco was appointed Director of Education/Secretary-Treasurer of the Niagara 
Catholic District School Board (NCDSB) on September 1, 2008.  Prior to assuming 
that role, John was a Superintendent of Education with responsibility for Program - 
ELKP to Graduation and a Family of Elementary and Secondary Schools 
Superintendent; a Secondary Principal; Vice-Principal; Department Head; and a 
classroom teacher with Niagara Catholic since he joined the Board in 1986. 
 
John is a visionary leader, who began building a journey for Niagara Catholic when he 
initiated the development of a strategic plan for the system, called the Vision 2020 
Strategic Plan.  John encourages all members of Niagara Catholic to work in 
collaboration around a shared sense of purpose to achieve the Mission, Vision and 
Values of the Board. He leads with boundless energy and tremendous enthusiasm as 
he believes that working together, all members of the Niagara Catholic family nurture 
the souls and build the minds of our students. 

 
 

Luke Stocking, Deputy Director of Public Engagement 
Ontario & Atlantic Regions, Development & Peace 

 

Luke Stocking was born in Toronto and grew up on a 50 acre farm in the town of 
Uxbridge. Today he works for Development and Peace – Caritas Canada (D&P), the 
international solidarity movement of the Catholic Church in Canada.  Luke was first 
involved with the movement as a high school student at the age of 16 when D&P had 
a special campaign to end sweatshop labour.  He first joined the staff of D&P in 2006 
as the Central Ontario Animator and served in that role for 12 years, working to 
inspire, educate and organize Canadian Catholics and all people of good will to bring 
the Gospel Call to international solidarity to life. Luke has led trips for volunteer 
members to visit D&P partners in Zambia, the Philippines, Paraguay and Ethiopia. 
 
Today Luke is the Deputy Director of Public Engagement and the face of D&P’s 
leadership team for the Ontario and Atlantic regions. 
 
Luke has a Master of Arts in Theology from St. Michael’s at the University of Toronto.  

 
He recognizes that he is blessed to be able to support his family while living his vocation, which is living and giving 
witness to the social justice message of the Catholic faith. 
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Biographies 
 
Mark McGowan 
Professor, Department of History 
University of Toronto 
 

Professor Mark G. McGowan is Professor and Deputy Chair of History at the University 
of Toronto. He served as Principal of St. Michael's College from 2002 to 2011 and in 
several university administrative posts since. He is the author of numerous award-
winning books on religion, culture, and migration, with a special focus on the Irish. His 
latest book is The Imperial Irish: Canada's Irish Catholics Fight the Great War, 1914-
1918 (MQUP, 2017). His current research is on Irish Famine orphan children and their 
reception and settlement in British North America and the United States. Mark is also 
the recipient of four university teaching awards. He is known in Catholic education 
circles for his work on the history of Catholic schools in Ontario, his duties as a Trustee 
for the Durham Catholic District School Board in 2014, and his advisory work for the 
Institute for Catholic Education. In the Spring of 2019 Novalis will be publishing his new 
book, It’s Our Turn: Carrying on the Work of the Pioneers of Catholic Education in 
Ontario. 

 
 
David Coletto 
Founding Partner and CEO of Abacus Data Inc., 
Marketing Research Leader; Expert on Millennials 
 

David Coletto delivers strategic advice and research design expertise to many of 
Canada’s foremost corporations, advocacy groups, and political leaders. A leader in 
online research methodologies, public affairs research, corporate and organizational 
reputation studies, and youth research, Coletto has led projects for top-tier companies 
in many sectors including pharmaceutical, transportation, financial services, 
educational, natural resource, telecommunications, media, arts and cultural, tourism, 
and retail. 
 
David’s clients have included Nestle, Sysco, Google, Ernst & Young, the RCMP and 
Hudson’s Bay, among many others. 
 
Having earned a doctorate in 2010, David is an Adjunct Professor teaching courses on 
polling and public opinion, political marketing, research and public affairs. He is also an 
instructor at the Clayton H. Riddell Graduate Program in Political Management. 

 
David is an outspoken proponent of transparency in the polling industry and is regularly called upon by media and 
organizations alike to provide expert analyses of public opinion and research methodologies. 
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Presentations and handouts will be available at the following 

link after the event (login required): 

 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/members-centre 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming 2019 OCSTA Events 
 

OCSTA/OCSBOA Business Seminar 
April 25, InterContinental, Toronto Centre 

 
OCSTA Annual General Meeting & Conference 
April 25-27,  InterContinental, Toronto Centre 

  

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/members-centre/
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THE ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL TRUSTEES’ 

ASSOCIATION ACKNOWLEDGES AND APPRECIATES THE 

SUPPORT OF THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS: 
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Box 2064, Suite 1804, 20 Eglinton Avenue West, Toronto, Ontario M4R 1K8 
Tel: 416-932-9460  Fax: 416-932-9459  Email: ocsta@ocsta.on.ca  Website: www.ocsta.on.ca 
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