Consultation: Education in Ontario
November 23, 2018

1. If you are a member of a stakeholder group interested in Ontario’s
education system, please describe:
The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) was founded in 1930. It
represents 237 elected Catholic trustees who collectively represent 29 English-language
Catholic district school boards. Together, these school boards educate approximately
545,000 students from junior kindergarten to grade 12 and adults in continuing education
programs province-wide.
Inspired by the Gospel, the Mission of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association is to
provide leadership, service and a provincial voice for elected Catholic school trustees who seek
to promote and protect publicly funded Catholic education in Ontario.
Catholic education is a cornerstone of Ontario’s successful education system that has been
internationally recognized as being one of the best in the world. At the heart of Catholic
education is faith development and a view of the person as Christ-Centred. Teaching of Gospel
values is integral to every part of Catholic education as students are called on to respect the
dignity of all persons.
The key outcomes of Catholic education for our students is reflected in our Graduate
Expectations—discerning believers, effective communicators, reflective, creative and holistic
thinkers, self-directed, responsible life-long learners, collaborative contributors to the common
good, caring family members and responsible citizens.

2. How should we improve student performance in the disciplines of
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)?
Key Principles for Enhancing Student Performance
OCSTA believes that mathematics, science, technology and engineering instruction should be
evidence-based and reflect best practice research in meeting the unique, God given learning
capabilities of our students. School boards and staff should also have the resources, training and
supports to deliver instructional material in these areas that meets the needs of students.
In the context of mathematics education, as a general trend, Ontario’s Catholic schools tend to
perform above the provincial average in grades 3 and 6 mathematics, as measured by EQAO test
scores. It is concerning, however, that in general scores have been trending downwards in
meeting provincial standards in mathematics. The reasons for this trend, we believe, are not
simply due to one method of teaching mathematics at the elementary level. OCSTA believes that
both “discovery methods” and “direct instruction” need to be incorporated into teaching
strategies in order to best meet the learning requirements of individual students. Skills instruction
and memorization are important in building a foundation of mathematics skills in order to do
discovery based learning to explore more advanced forms of mathematics. In its statement of
core principles, the Ontario Association for Mathematics Education states “learning is enhanced
when students experience a variety of instructional approaches, ranging from direct instruction
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to inquiry based learning.” (for a full statement see
http://oame.on.ca/main/index1.php?lang=en&code=principles).
In terms of improving student performance in other STEM areas, OCSTA supports programs to
enhance digital literacy in areas of transferable skills such as computational thinking, computer
science theory and those skills necessary to use and create digital tools. This will require
ensuring school boards have the critical broadband infrastructure and related funding and support
to ensure our schools have the resources to implement STEM curriculum changes.

OCSTA Recommendations


Increase the mandatory mathematics and related STEM undergraduate course
requirements for university students prior to entering Bachelor of Education
programs;



The Ministry of Education repurpose curriculum working groups with school
boards, curriculum experts, parent groups to develop revised instructional
materials for teachers and school board staff in the STEM areas;



The Ministry of Education continue to fund and support Math Leads in school
boards while enhancing professional development activities for teachers in the areas
of mathematics, science, technology and engineering subject matter.

3. How should our schools prepare students with needed job skills, such as
skilled trades and coding?
Preparing students for post-secondary employment is a challenging exercise: what is needed
today may not exist in the near to medium term. Foundational, transferable skills and
competencies that are required include:




Virtue formation–as outlined in our Catholic Graduate Expectations
Transferable skills—problem solving, communication, creativity
Modern skills—digital fluency, flexibility, resiliency, business acumen.

Recent reports from a range of business groups points to a more immediate need—skilled trades
and technical computer programing skills. For example, the Business Council of Canada (BCC)
(formerly the Canadian Council of Chief Executives) 2016 survey of the 90 largest Canadian
private-sector employers found that large Canadian companies are not facing a comprehensive
skills shortage in various areas (http://thebusinesscouncil.ca/wpcontent/uploads/2016/02/Developing-Canadas-Workforce-March.pdf). At a more local level the
Mayor of Hamilton created a task force of industry, education and other stakeholders to address
the lack of skilled trades for new employers in Hamilton and the role of education programs.
In the education context, Ontario’s Catholic schools offer Specialist High Skills Majors
programs to high school students that provide experiential learning opportunities in the
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workforce. These are excellent programs in providing our students with the opportunities to
develop competencies, and skills, and those hands-on experiences that enable them to attain our
Catholic graduate expectations.

OCSTA Recommendations


Expand Ontario’s High Skills Majors Programs to ensure at least 25% of all
students in grades 11 and 12 have exposure to these programs;



Expand other experiential learning programs with employers in the skilled trades
areas and develop specific, modern apprenticeship programs;



Review and update Guidance and Career education curriculum to ensure it exposes
students to diverse learning and career opportunities.



Provide incentives for the development of partnerships between school boards,
employers, community partners and post secondary institutions to identify skills
gaps and design experiential learning programs.

4. What measures can be taken to improve provincial standardized
testing?
All school boards in Ontario participate in standardized testing at the end of grades 3, 6, 9 and 10
as administered by the Education, Quality Accountability Office (“EQAO”). These large scale
tests are designed to measure achievement in mathematics, reading and writing. These tests are
developed, reviewed and scored by Ontario educators and are based on the Ontario curriculum.
The data received from these tests are used by our school boards to measure individual student
achievement, identify strengths and weaknesses in our education programs and guide school
improvement initiatives.
Standardized large scale tests of this sort are only one component of assessing a student’s
performance and identifying gaps in knowledge and learning. Classroom assessment of student
achievement is another key feature of the overall student evaluation process. These forms of
assessment are developed by teachers to assist individual students in their learning and to
determine student achievement.1
OCSTA supports the use of system, Provincial, National and International assessments and the
standardized test regime administered by the EQAO across grades 3, 6, 9, and 10. These
assessments provide one valuable source of information to parents, trustees, and school board
staff about student achievement and the design of various programs important for Catholic
education. However, these assessments must not be used to rank school board performance,
evaluate teacher performance or make student diagnostic claims.

Classroom assessments can be broken down further into diagnostic assessments that measure a student’s readiness
to learn new subject matter, formative assessments that include tests, assignments, task and summative assessments
that occur at the end of learning segment such as projects, essays, and examinations.
1
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OCSTA Concerns with EQAO Testing
OCSTA is concerned with how the tests are administered to students, especially those students
with special needs and learning disabilities. EQAO needs to ensure appropriate accommodations
are provided to these students.
In addition, OCSTA recommends that EQAO assessments be reviewed to ensure that they are
culturally relevant for Ontario’s diverse population, including indigenous students. The
assessments must also reflect any new modifications that may be reflected in the curriculum. For
example, the province is committed to revising the mathematics curriculum and therefore all
EQAO math assessments will need to reflect those curriculum changes.

OCSTA Recommendations


Establish specific guidelines that reflect the appropriate accommodations and
modifications to the testing environment for students with special needs and
learning disabilities. This could include the use of universal design principles.



Reform the EQAO to provide education sector stakeholders with reports and
information on the appropriate use of large scale assessment data on student
achievement.

5. What more can be done to ensure students graduate high school with
important life skills, including financial literacy?
Improving financial literacy has been a key concern for many governments around the world.
The member countries of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
(“OECD”) have agreed to promote financial literacy education for their populations recognizing
that people need a wide range of skills and knowledge to make informed choices and to manage
the risks involved in the global economy.
In 2011, the Federal Task Force on Financial Literacy submitted a report to the Federal
Government that called for a National Strategy on Financial Literacy for all Canadians. In 2010
the Ministry of Education convened a working group to consult stakeholders and propose
changes to the curriculum with a goal to improving student’s financial literacy. Since 2011, the
Ministry has developed curriculum materials for grades 4-8 and 9-12 with a wide range of
supports for school boards and staff.
The Ontario approach enhances financial literacy within existing Ontario curriculum from grades
4-12. The goal of the Financial Literacy Education Initiative is to make financial literacy
education a part of every child’s learning by enhancing financial topics and concepts in the
existing curriculum in grades 4-12. At the present time, a wide range of educational resources
exist to support the implementation of financial literacy in Ontario’s schools.
In Catholic schools, financial literacy is taught within the context of our “Family Life”
curriculum. In 2012, the Catholic Curriculum Corporation, a consortium of most of our Catholic
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school boards, developed a comprehensive resource guide to teach financial literacy from a faith
based perspective for elementary grade students and high school students
(http://www.catholiccurriculumcorp.org/Units/FLelementarydocumentfinal.pdf and
http://www.catholiccurriculumcorp.org/Units/FLsecondarydocumentfinal.pdf).
The key issues for Catholic schools include:








What values can be learned from Scripture that can be applied to financial matters?
What does our Catholic community and tradition have to teach us about financial
literacy?
How do we speak of financial literacy within a foundational understanding of the human
person created in the image of God?
What does the social tradition of our Church teach us about private property, the dignity
of work, economic justice, global solidarity and development, and our moral duty to care
for the other?
How do we ensure that financial literacy includes an understanding of right relationships
– human/human, human/creation, human/material goods?
Who are our Catholic role models of financial stewardship?
When must financial decisions be guided by our faith?

OCSTA Recommendations


Ensure Catholic school boards have the resources and support necessary to continue
to implement financial literacy programs from a faith-based perspective;



Consider making financial literacy courses mandatory for secondary students;



Fully integrate financial literacy material into the elementary school curriculum;



Structure professional development activities for board staff to inform them about
key issues in financial literacy education;



Continue to review the financial literacy curriculum to ensure it is age-appropriate
and reflects the lived reality of students and their families;



Explore the use of digital technology as a teaching tool for financial literacy
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6. What steps could schools take to ban cellphone use in the classroom?
The widespread use of smart phones is an ongoing management challenge for school boards and
staff. Parents of elementary age children often suggest that for safety and security reasons, their
child must have access to their phone. For secondary students, smart phones tend to be used for
educational and non-educational purposes. However, designing appropriate general policies for
the use of smart phones is difficult given the variations in local school conditions and needs.

OCSTA Recommendation


Allow schools and School Boards to establish smart phone policies that reflect and
support their instructional needs.

7. How can we build a new age-appropriate Health and Physical
Education Curriculum that includes subjects like mental health, sexual
health education and the legalization of cannabis?
OCSTA recognizes that it is the responsibility of Catholic school boards to follow the curriculum
set out by the Ministry of Education in a manner that conveys, respects and models Catholic
virtues to our students. As Catholics we believe that parents and guardians are the primary
educators of their children.
Ontario’s Catholic schools deliver the Health and Physical Education (“HPE”) curriculum using
the Fully Alive program, which is sponsored and developed with the approval of the Catholic
Bishops of Ontario in collaboration with educators and families. Fully Alive is the program that
delivers the family life curriculum, and after being updated in 2015 we are confident that it meets
the needs of students as they encounter the challenges of 2018.
The Fully Alive program is consistent with our Catholic teachings, appropriate within the context
of our Catholic classrooms, and complementary to the efforts of parents to guide their children to
full Christian maturity. Catholic teachers will continue to present the issue of human sexuality
within the fullness of a faith-based family life curriculum that teaches the content of our faith,
the value of persons, human relationships, commitment, and social responsibility. As has been
our tradition in Catholic education, the safety and well-being of students remains our priority and
is reflected in the curriculum we deliver in our classrooms.
Catholic schools are committed to ensuring a safe, compassionate and nurturing learning
environment for all students and developing mental health programs to support struggling
students. As stewards of the life God has entrusted to us, we are charged to assist young people
in recognizing that gift by:


Affirming the God-given potential of each person, developing the body, mind and spirit
of each and every student.



Entering into open dialogue, increased self-awareness and shared information about
mental health and well-being.
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With an increased understanding of mental health issues, we expect that our students will be
better equipped to serve the greater good, as they reach out to their communities with
compassion, understanding and service. In support of these principles, the Catholic Curriculum
Corporation has developed a resource for school boards Mental Health: Hope, Dignity and Our
Compassionate Response, supports teachers in Grades 9-10 for use in Religious Education
classes to begin the conversation with students about mental health and mental illness. The
lessons are written from the lens of our Catholic Faith, with the intention of raising awareness,
decreasing stigma and creating opportunities for open dialogue about mental health and
wellbeing. (see http://www.catholiccurriculumcorp.org/Units/MentalHealthfinalversion.pdf)
In respect of recreational cannabis, OCSTA believes the ministry’s curriculum reform should
focus on highlighting the serious health issues connected to cannabis use, prevention strategies
and the link between non-medical cannabis use and student mental health problems.

OCSTA Recommendations


Ensure Catholic school boards have the flexibility, autonomy and resources to
implement HPE curriculum changes that focus on the distinct framework for
students outlined in our Graduate Expectations and our Family Life/Fully Alive
curriculum;



Student mental health curriculum should focus on decreasing
stigma/awareness/community supports and the link between cannabis use and
mental health issues.

8. What elements should be included in a Ministry of Education Parents’
Bill of Rights?
One of the pillars upon which Catholic Education is built is the conviction that parents and
guardians are the primary educators of their children. OCSTA fully supports Catholic parents
and guardians playing an active role in their children’s education. As educators, our school board
staff work closely with parents to ensure all of our students needs are met and their well-being
promoted. We encourage parents to work with their child’s teachers and other school staff to
ensure their concerns and issues are addressed in a respectful and in a timely manner. If issues
cannot be resolved at the local level, that is, through dialogue between parents, teachers and
principals, parents should contact the area Superintendent of their board to and if necessary
School Trustee.
In terms of curriculum matters, for example, it has been a standard practice of Catholic boards to
inform parents in advance of certain topics covered in the Family Life/Full Alive program.
Parents have the option to have their children opt out of those particular lessons through the form
of a letter addressed to the teacher/principal.
School Board policies currently cover the vast majority of the issues that give rise to parental
concerns. For example, the results of an Identification, Placement and Review Committee
recommendation related to special education services. Boards have in place an appeals process
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and these are elaborated within specific board policies. Further examples include parents being
notified if medical services are being provided to their child.
In terms of a Parents Bill of Rights, OCSTA would support a general statement of principles
related to information sharing between the school and home, privacy protection and student wellbeing and achievement. OCSTA firmly believes that parents have the right to be informed about
their child’s educational achievement, key events and activities at school and various
administrative procedures and school board policies.
The role of the Catholic school Trustee is critical as well in the context of communicating to
parents and the Catholic community the views and decisions of the school board and facilitating
communication between parents and school board staff.

OCSTA Recommendations


That any statement of a Parental Bill of Rights clearly recognize the role of
democratically elected Trustees to represent the concerns of parents to their local
school board;



Ensure that the Bill of Rights recognizes each boards’ current model of dispute
resolution and encourages parents to work collaboratively with school staff;



Outlines how parents have the right to be informed about various administrative
policies and procedures impacting their child’s achievement and well-being.
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Bruce-Grey Catholic District School Board
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Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board
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Peterborough Victoria Northumberland & Clarington
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York Catholic District School Board
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Wellington Catholic District School Board

Vacant

Halton Catholic District School Board
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CDSB of Eastern Ontario

Colleen Landers

Northeastern Catholic District School Board

Paul Landry

Kenora Catholic District School Board

Mark Mullan

Ottawa Catholic School Board

Mario Pascucci

Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board

Thomas Thomas

Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board

Linda Ward

St. Clair Catholic District School Board

Bishop John Boissonneau

ACBO Liaison to OCSTA

Fr. Patrick Fitzpatrick

Chaplain

Nick Milanetti

Executive Director
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