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Michelle Griepsma is a faith-filled Catholic woman with many 
years of professional experience and grassroots service. 
Recognizing the inherent gifts, differing strengths and needs of 
all Boards throughout Ontario, Michelle is passionate about the 
rights of local school boards; large or small, rural or urban.  She is 
confident in her ability to be a powerful advocate for Catholic 
education both locally and provincially. 

Michelle has served as a trustee since 2010 for the Peterborough 
Victoria Northumberland Clarington Catholic District School Board.  She was elected Vice-Chair in 2010, 
and has served as Chair of the Board since 2013.  She is a thoughtful, intelligent leader, recognized in the 
Board as a skillful negotiator and facilitator, who works to ensure collaborative engagement with all 
stakeholders.  Her leadership at the local level has been furthered as a member of the Board of Directors 
for the newly accredited Sacred Heart College in Peterborough and through her involvement with 
OCSTA; now in her second term as the Director for Region 9. 

Michelle served as Chair of the OCSTA Catholic Education Committee and represents the OCSTA voice on 
the Coalition for Children and Youth Mental Health and the Ministry Initiatives Sub-Committee for 
Wellbeing.  The relationships gained through these experiences have provided a solid foundation from 
which to move forward as the focus on Mental Health and Wellbeing continues to inform challenging 
conversations at provincial and local tables.  

Her love of children and her deep commitment to the Catholic faith prompted and sustains her 
involvement in Catholic education.  She is deeply committed to life-long learning, which nurtures her 
advocacy for innovative educational structures to meet the needs of students today and tomorrow.  Her 
strategic vision positions Michelle as a leader able to anticipate the transformational changes needed to 
ensure the long-term viability of Catholic education in Ontario. 

Michelle is committed to strengthening OCSTA as an organization dedicated to leadership and service. 
Through the role of Vice President, she will focus on the following priorities for Catholic Education: 

● Strengthening the voice of OCSTA and its influence throughout the province; 
● Increasing OCSTA’s collaboration with all partners in Catholic Education; 
● Furthering the Mental Health initiatives and partnerships supporting wellness at the provincial 

level; 
● Advocating for a stronger student voice, more active parental engagement, and increased 

involvement of the Catholic faith community in Catholic Education; and 
● Working with stakeholders and the broader community to promote the support for, and the 

valuing of,  Catholic Education into the future. 


