
  REFUGEE

PVNC raises $27,500  
to sponsor Syrian family
Board partners with Casa Maria to help 
re-locate family of seven to Canada 

On Oct. 13, Peterborough 
Victoria Northumberland 
and Clarington Catholic 

District School Board was proud to 
present Sister Ruth Hennessey of 
Peterborough’s Casa Maria Refugee 
Homes with a cheque for $27,500 as 
part of an ongoing fundraising effort 
to sponsor the relocation of a Syrian 
refugee family to Canada.
In early September, the PVNC 

community was moved by the Syrian 
refugee crisis to hold a board-wide 
fundraising effort. Working with Casa 
Maria, a non-profit organization that 
supports and offers safe temporary 
shelter to refugees, PVNC identified a 
family of seven who have fled war-torn 
Aleppo and are now in limbo in Saudi 
Arabia. 
Relatives of that family, themselves 

refugees who have recently relocated 
to Toronto, toured three PVNC schools 
to tell their story and put a face to this 
international crisis.

“When we put the call out to our school 
communities and the staff at our board 
office to help support this family, we 
were amazed by the positive response,” 
PVNC Director of Education Barbara 
McMorrow said. 
“Sponsoring a family has offered our 

community a tangible way to make 
a difference in what is otherwise an 
overwhelming crisis.”
During the “Five-Dollar-Friday” 

fundraiser in September, students at 
our high schools had a dress-down day, 
elementary students held a “crazy hat 
day,” and board employees brought in a 
favourite sports jersey. 
The local chapter of the Ontario 

English Catholic Teachers Association 
donated $500, which was matched by 
the board’s senior staff.
The goal of the PVNC campaign is 

to raise at least $30,000, which is the 
average cost of sponsoring a single 
family. The board plans to hold another 
fundraising initiative in the new year.

DRUM 
SOLO
St. Peter CSS teacher Joe McGillis 
drums for eight hours, raises more 
than $5,500 for Terry Fox Run
While most of us were picking up last 

minute dinner supplies or enjoying the 
crisp fall weather the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving, St. Peter Catholic Secondary 
School teacher Joe McGillis spent a 
grueling eight hours drumming outside 
Peterborough’s north-end Sobeys.
Joe drummed along to the likes of ACDC, 

Guns N’ Roses and Led Zeppelin and every 
hour he played a five-minute drum solo.
St. Peter’s students helped Joe set up the 

event and rattle the coin buckets en route 
to raising more than $5,500 (with money 
still rolling in) for the school’s Terry Fox 
fundraising efforts. 
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http://www.thepeterboroughexaminer.com/2015/10/08/drumming-up-support-for-peterborough-high-school-terry-fox-run-with-drumathon-outside-sobeys-on-saturday


Just as the federal election brought out 
an increase in Canadian voters this 
time around, so too did the national 

Student Vote initiative see larger turnouts 
in student voting.
In the days before the Oct. 19 election, 

participating PVNC students cast a ballot 
in the nation-wide Student Vote program, 
a parallel election for students under 
the voting age, coinciding with federal, 
provincial, territorial and municipal 
elections. 
This year, the number of participating 

schools taking part across the country 
nearly doubled.  More than 850,000 votes 
were reported from over 6,000 schools, 
representing all 338 federal ridings. 
Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School 

was one of those schools. The school 
hosted an all-candidates debate with the 
Peterborough-Kawartha candidates in 
early October, and the students came 
out swinging with tough questions on 
everything from the right to citizenship 
to the Syrian refugee crisis to the threat of 
ISIS. A week later, the students cast their 
ballots. 
“What those votes will do is send a 

message that (youth) are a priority, that our 
students’ opinions and support matters,” 
said Holy Cross teacher Kelly Adams, who 
helped organize her school’s debate.

“Giving students this opportunity validates 
their ideas and concerns and fosters 
responsible citizenship,” Adams added. “I 
would hope that all of our students become 
regular voters in their adult lives and I feel 
this is one of the best opportunities I can 
give them to make that happen.”
St. Peter Catholic Secondary School 

hosted its own all-candidates debate and 
also took part in Student Vote.
“The more opportunities we can give 

young people to determine their own 
opinions and to act on that (by voting 
for instance) the more likely we are to 
produce fully participating citizens,” said 
St. Peter teacher and debate organizer 
Linda Gendron.  “An informed person is an 
integral part of a strong democracy.”
Some PVNC elementary students also got 

a political education. Karlis Pelude invited 
the local candidates to talk individually 
to her Grade 5 classroom at St. Catherine 
Catholic Elementary School as part of her 
class’s social studies curriculum. Students 
were encouraged to discuss politics with 
their families and follow election coverage 
through the media. 
“Besides engaging the students and 

informing them about how government 
works, students are learning to recognize 
that there are various perspectives to 
consider for every issue,” Pelude said. 

STUDENT VOTE:
PVNC students mark their ballots, make their voices heard

“Giving  
students this 
opportunity 
validates their 
ideas and 
concerns and 
fosters  
responsible 
citizenship” 
- TEACHER KELLY ADAMS

850,000 students
cast ballots from 6,000 schools 
as part of the national Student 

Vote program in the recent federal 
election

http://studentvote.ca/
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Holy Trinity Catholic Secondary School 
staff got a first-hand look at youth poverty 
and homelessness as the school dedicated 
its Sept. 25 PA day to a tour of the Oshawa 
downtown and a presentation from The 
Refuge Youth Outreach Centre.
The Refuge works with homeless and 

street-involved youth in the Durham 
Region. 
The tour gave school staff a window 

into the tough realities that some of their 
students may be facing or could be facing 
in the future, the centre’s education officer 
Meaghan Hickey said.
“As educators, this was so incredible for 

them to be able to know because a lot of 
these youth before they walk-that-walk are 
most often high school students in our own 
backyard,” Hickey said. 
“It’s great for teachers to get a firsthand 

perspective as to what is going on in their 
own backyard.”
Holy Trinity vice-principal Derek Abrams 

said the tour aligns with the school’s 
Catholic School Improvement Plan.
“Part of our Catholic School Improvement 

plan is devoted towards mental health 

and wellbeing. One of the focuses of this 
school year is we want to help support our 
students. 
We want to know where they are at, where 

their challenges are,” he said.
“Every student that walks through our 

door is in uniform, but we also know that 
every student has their own story. We have 
to know that the challenges our students 
face, we can’t always see them.”
School chaplain Anne Heemskerk has 

been taking students on similar tours with 
The Refugee for more than a decade. She 
said the tour was a great opportunity for 
educators.
“It’s important for them to be able to 

understand what a lot of our youth are 
going through, situations at home, struggles 
with mental illness, and to help recognize 
when maybe a student is living in a poverty 
situation,” she said.
As part of its focus on mental health 

and wellbeing, Abrams said Holy Trinity 
CSS will be hosting six staff-run talks 
throughout the school year on a host 
of mental health topics such as anxiety, 
depression and addiction.

REFUGE

Holy Trinity staff gets eye-
opening tour in their own 
backyard

We have to know that 
the challenges our 
students face, we can’t 
always see them.

ABOVE
Holy Trinity staff pose for a photo after touring the 

Refuge Youth Outreach Centre in Oshawa. 



Student Voice
Meet your 2015/16 Student Liaison Committee

The PVNC Student Liaison Committee is comprised of (from left) Chloe Tully (St. Peter), Blaine 
Vandeven (Holy Cross), Alex Adamcryck  (St. Mary), Director of Education Barbara McMorrow, 
Gord Mclaughlin (St. Peter), Brooke Vincent (St. Thomas Aquinas), Stefani Aleksanderek (Holy 

Trinity) and Zachary Smith (St. Stephen). We asked members of the committee to introduce 
themselves and talk about student leadership and student voice. Click the video to the right.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayMxa8xKFqk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26VEmJ-FFI4
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