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Dear Ms. Korbee:
Re: Proposed Amendments to Ontario Regulation 243/07, Safe Drinking Water Act
The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association is the provincial voice for 237 elected Catholic
Trustees who collectively represent 29 Catholic School Boards across Ontario. OCSTA sincerely
appreciates the opportunity to comment on the proposed changes to the regulation regarding
drinking water standards in schools and child care centres.
We support the Ministry’s objective of providing safe drinking water and monitoring lead levels in
our schools sources of drinking water. We strive to ensure our schools are safe, learning and
working environments for our students, teachers and staff. As you know, our facilities staff work
diligently to monitor, test and maintain the safety of our schools and child care centres supply of
drinking water.
OCSTA, does however, have some concerns with the proposed changes to O. Regulation 243/07.
First, the timeline for testing for lead at all drinking water fountains, all taps used in the preparation
of food or drink by January 1, 2022 is too compressed for all our schools and child care centres.
This is a significant change in the current regulation that requires schools to take samples from at
least one drinking water fountain but not all sources of drinking water. School boards will need
more time to conduct an inventory of all water fountains, taps, and other sources of water that will
be required to accurately determine the number of samples to be collected and analyzed.
Second, the costs associated with the inventory, testing, analysing the samples and retrofitting the
existing drinking water infrastructure will be significant. The Toronto Catholic District School
Board estimates that under the revised regulation their annual cost will increase to $200,000 (see
attached). In addition to significant increase in costs Northern and rural school boards will
experience additional challenges with regard to required resources as a result of the revised
regulation.
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These new costs are not currently reflected in school board budgets. For example, boards will need
to conduct an analysis of using filters for corrective action and compare those costs to replacing the
existing infrastructure. Also, older schools in urban centres will likely require other significant
capital investments to ensure the drinking water sources meet the new regulatory requirements.
There are also increased administrative and operational costs that need to be factored into overall
cost structure. This would include increased custodial costs for maintaining the drinking water
systems.
Our third concern relates to possible logistical issues in the new testing and flushing requirements
for all sources of drinking water. These may add large blocks of time to the daily and weekly
flushing requirements of our schools, impose possible restrictions on accessing the schools
washrooms during the school day and generally add to the costs of maintaining the drinking water
system.
It should be noted too, that if any school or child care centre found lead exceeding the regulatory
standard in any flushed sample of drinking water, that immediate corrective action would be taken.
The safety of students and children are the highest priority for our school boards.
In summary, OCSTA supports the Ministry of Environment and Climate Changes objective of
ensuring safe drinking water for our schools and child care centres. However, the timelines for
implementation need to be extended and costs associated with the necessary retrofitting and
changing procedures need to be factored into the revised regulation.
Further consultation with school board staff on the logistical and administrative impacts of the
revised regulation should be undertaken as well.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of any assistance or if you have any questions or
concerns.
Yours truly,

Patrick J. Daly
President
Attachment
cc:

Hon. Mitzie Hunter, Minister of Education
Bruce Rodrigues, Deputy Minister of Education
Sam Andrey, Director of Policy
Chris Humphries, Senior Policy Advisor
Grant Osborn, Director Capital Policy and Programs Branch
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