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March 7, 2017

TO:

Chairpersons and Directors of Education

FROM:

Patrick Daly, President

SUBJECT:

Letter from Ministers Hunter and Chiarelli re: Rural Education, Joint Use
Opportunities Between School Boards & Pupil Accommodation Reviews

On March 6, 2017 the Minister of Education and the Minister of Infrastructure issued a joint letter
to education stakeholders regarding concerns related to school closings in rural and remote
communities in Ontario (see attached).
The letter outlines the government’s intention to “launch an engagement on new approaches to
supporting education in rural and remote communities” led by the Parliamentary Assistants Grant
Anderson (Education), Grant Crack (Municipal Affairs) and Lou Rinaldi (Agriculture and Rural
Affairs). The consultation process will begin this spring. The letter also provides additional details
on how the government will further support local decision making in respect of Pupil
Accommodation Reviews.
As you are aware, OCSTA has been actively engaged with the Ministry of Education on these
issues; we are currently reviewing the letter and seeking a meeting with key officials in the Ministry
to clarify their concerns and objectives and the impacts on school boards. OCSTA has always
supported the position that decisions with regard to sharing of services or facilities between school
boards are best made at the local level.
Below is a summary of the key features of the Ministry’s support for local decision making:
•

Joint-Use opportunities between school boards: the government expects the four school
systems to maximize opportunities for “co-location” with coterminous boards to maintain a
school presence in rural and remote communities. The Ministry of Education will also
review all capital proposals submitted by school boards for ministry funding for new
schools, additions and consolidation projects in to ensure joint-use opportunities have been
fully explored before funding is granted.

•

School Board and Municipal Partnerships: the letter outlines the various tools available
to ensure an effective community consultation process to enhance Pupil Accommodation
Reviews. One example is the Ministry of Education’s Community Planning and Partnerships
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Guideline (2015) that must be reflected in school board’s policies regarding Pupil
Accommodation reviews. The letter states that “going forward, our government will be
considering how community impact could be included in the Pupil Accommodation Review
process”.
•

Enabling Community Hubs in Schools: the province is encouraging school boards to work
with local communities to find mutually satisfactory solutions to underutilized schools
space. In addition surplus schools have also been identified as potential community hubs.
The Ministry indicates it is moving forward with its strategy and in 2017-2018 will consider
supporting the sale of surplus schools at less than fair market value where there is a
provincial interest to enable viable community hubs, while keeping school boards whole.

•

The letter indicates that if a school board or municipality views an opportunity for a
community hub in school properties in the context of Pupil Accommodation Reviews, then
they should inform the Ministry of Education’s Capital Policy and Programs Branch to help
facilitate this process.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Stephen Andrews at sandrews@ocsta.on.ca,
Nick Milanetti or me.
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