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Faith in Our Future 
Last week all Catholic trustees, directors of education and friends of 
our system, received information about OCSTA's new public 
awareness campaign.  This campaign was created to help all 
Ontarians to recognize the distinct contributions of Catholic education 
to the life of our province.  
 
The campaign is called called “Faith In Our Future.” The 
websitewww.faithinourfuture.ca  has been created to serve as a hub 
for campaign information, marketing materials, messaging and other 
resources to help achieve the objectives of this public awareness 
drive. 
 
This slogan "Faith in Our Future" has multiple  meanings: it reflects 
the central role that faith plays in our schools now and always, it 
underscores our belief in the success and potential of our future 
graduates, and it suggests our confidence in the future of Ontario's 
Catholic education system. 

The campaign has three objectives: 

 

1.    To clarify the role of Catholic school boards; 

 

2.    To remind Ontario’s political leaders of the societal value of 

Catholic education; 

 

3.    To strengthen the broad support base for publicly funded 

Catholic schools in Ontario 

 

Here’s what we NEED Catholic school supporters, advocates and champions to do to make this campaign a success: 

http://www.faithinourfuture.ca/


1. Identify speaking opportunities in your community: Face to face meetings are an ideal way to inform 

and engage others. Local speaking opportunities include parish groups like the Catholic Women’s League or 
local ratepayer meetings – both are great examples of ways to talk about the value of local Catholic schools 
with others in your community.  To assist you in these efforts, the campaign has prepared messaging in our 
brochures and in other documents to support the creation of the right presentation for your event. 

2. Lobby the Government: We are encouraging all members of the Catholic community to engage their local 
MPPs and other local politicians for the purpose of informing them about the value of the Catholic schools in 
their constituencies and encouraging them to publicly support Catholic schools. On our campaign website 
we have a “Take Action” page that provides an online tool for sending personal letters to MPPs - 
seehttp://www.faithinourfuture.ca/take-action/. 

3. Get active in Social Media: Every Catholic school supporter can be a key champion for Catholic education 

in social media forums. Please share the messages of this campaign on Facebook and Twitter. You can find 
us on Facebook at “Catholic Education In Ontario” and on Twitter – search @CatholicEdu to find us. 

4. Engage the Media with Facts – Send Letters to the Editor:  We are working with reporters and editors to 
obtain media coverage that profiles the success of Catholic schools, addresses misconceptions, and 
articulates why Ontario's unique four-board school system works for Ontarians. Article templates have been 
shared with school boards to support media relations efforts. When you read about an issue in your 
newspaper that either celebrates a success in Catholic education or unfairly portrays Catholic education – 
SPEAK UP! Send a letter to the editor articulating your support or concern  as a strong Catholic school 
supporter! 

5. Promote with Marketing Materials in Your Community: Every campaign needs visual tools to inform and 

encourage intended audiences to take action. .  Our marketing materials include posters and brochures that 
need to be distributed and posted in every school and parish and at every Catholic group gathering in 
Ontario.  These posters can be downloaded directly from this website – see Media Centre -
http://www.faithinourfuture.ca/media-centre/ 

Finally, please note that we've launched a Faith in Our Future Short Video YouTube 

Contest for Ontario's Catholic high school students aged 13-19 years of age.  To learn 

more about the contest and prizes being awarded 

visit www.faithinourfuture.ca/students.  The deadline for submissions is December 18, 

2012! 

If you’ve got questions about this initiative, please contact Sharon McMillan at 

smcmillan [at] ocsta.on.ca / (416) 932-9460, ext. 232. 

 

Trustees' Professional Development Seminar 

January 18 - 19, 2013 

Doubletree By Hilton Hotel - Toronto Airport 
Registration: The 2013 Catholic Trustees' Professional Development Seminar is fast approaching.  If you haven't 

registered you can do so now by clicking on the following link and following the directions: 
 
http://www.ocsta.on.ca/page111494618.aspx 
 
Program Highlights - January 18-19, 2013 

 Presentation of the new and distinctly Catholic Trustee Training Module 15: "The Trustees We are 
Becoming!" Module 15 was created by OCSTA to complement the 14 OESC (Ontario Education Services 

http://www.faithinourfuture.ca/take-action/
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Corp.) modules on trustee training but with a very specific emphasis on the critical difference that being a 
Catholic Trustee entails. 

 History of Catholic Education, Dr. Mark McGowan, Professor, University of Toronto 

 Theological Foundations, Dr. Doug Finbow, Professor, Trent University 

 Faith-based Decision Making, Speaker TBA 

 Application of Foundational Components to the Decision Making Process,Panel Discussion 

 Community Relations Strategies for Trustees, Speaker TBA 

 Address by the Minister of Education, Invited 

Location: 

Doubletree By Hilton - Toronto Airport - 655 Dixon Rd., Toronto 

Hotel Reservations: 

Please make your hotel reservations as soon as possible. The block of rooms is now open and will be held until 
December 28, 2012. Special room rates start at $135.00 + applicable taxes (single or double occupancy). 
  
Reservations can be made online directly at the  Doubletree by Hilton-Toronto Airportwebsite or by calling the hotel 
directly at 416-244-1711 or 1-800-668-3656. When making reservations by telephone, in order to secure the special 
rate, guests must identify themselves as members of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association.  

Register: 

Event Registration Form 
 
For more information regarding registration please contact Pam DeNobrega at (416) 932-9460 ext. 234 or send 
message.  
 

The "Beyond Catholic Graduation" Survey 
Dear Partners in Ontario Catholic Education: 

**Less Than Two-Weeks Left to Complete Survey** - Deadline November 30 

 
We believe that Ontario Catholic education makes a difference. The Institute for Catholic Education (ICE) invites you 
to participate in a "Beyond Catholic Graduation Survey" about: 

 the spiritual formation 

 the cultural engagement 

 the academic development of Ontario school graduates. 

This survey, conducted for ICE by the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, remains true to the long-standing 
distinctive mandate of Catholic education as reflected in the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations. 
 
It is the hope of the partners in Catholic education that the findings will help us celebrate achievements and identify 
opportunities for further development and growth in pedagogy as well as social and cultural change in the world. 
 
The success of this survey depends on all of us. We invite our Catholic education partners to encourage the 
participation of as many Ontario Catholic school graduates as possible. 
 
I urge all Catholic school graduates to complete this survey in the next few weeks, and I request all partners in 
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Catholic education to share this invitation with as many graduates as possible.  
 
For further information about this survey, go to www.beyondcatholicgraduation.com. 
 
**Surveys can be submitted until November 30.** 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Sr. Joan Cronin, g.s.i.c. 
Executive Director 
Institute for Catholic Education 
 

Ontario Catholic Student Leadership Conference - 

April 11-13, 2013 

The inaugural Ontario Catholic Student Leadership Conference, hosted by the Niagara Catholic District School Board 

in 2011, was a resounding success for the students, staff, clergy and other delegates involved.  That's why there is 

already great excitement and anticipation for the 2013 OCSL Conference in Ottawa that is being co-hosted by the 

Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario and the Ottawa Catholic School Board, April 11-13 at the Fairmont 

Chateau Laurier Hotel. 

Now is the time for boards to put together student delegates and reserve hotel rooms at the Chateau Laurier in 

downtown Ottawa. 

For full hotel accommodation details and contact information please click on the following link: 

2013 Ontario Catholic Student Leadership Conference Pre-Conference Information 

 

OCSTA in the News 
 
"Keeping the Faith", Canadian Family Magazine, November 2013 
 
Ontario's Catholic schools and the societal value of our distinctly faith-based, values focused curriculum is the focus 
of an interesting feature in the November 2013nissue of the national magazine, Canadian Family.  OCSTA president, 
Marino Gazzola was interviewed, as were parents from Catholic schools and St. Michael's College, University of 
Toronto Professor, Dr. Mark McGown.  
 
To view this article click on the following link: 
 
Ontario's Catholic Schools Focus of Canadian Family Magazine Feature 
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