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Provincial Election - October 6 
Keeping elected provincial officials abreast of the priorities and success of Ontario's Catholic schools is the key work 
of this association and especially so leading up to a provincial election. Last spring, in partnership with OECTA and 
the Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario we launched a successful Catholic Education Lobby Day at Queen's 
Park. You can read more about that event here. 
 
More recently OCSTA President, Nancy Kirby, Vice President, Marino Gazzola and senior staff have met with three 
political party leaders in the province to discuss a variety of issues impacting Ontario's Catholic elementary and 
secondary schools and school boards.   
 
The Ontario PC leader, Tim Hudak and NDP leader Andrea Horwath have stated their support for publicly funded 
Catholic schools. The provincial Green party maintains a policy position in support of one publicly funded school 
system. 
 
OCSTA has been unable to secure a meeting with Dalton McGuinty, leader of the Liberal party. However letters have 
been issued to all party leaders asking their position on the continuation of public funding for Ontario's four distinctive 
school systems - English Catholic, English public, French Catholic and French public.  
 
OCSTA will circulate the leaders' responses to our member school boards throughout the province.  
 
Additional information about the upcoming elections is located at:http://www.elections.on.ca 
 
Following are links to the platform documents for each party: 
 
http://www.ontarioliberal.ca/OurPlan/Platform.aspx 
 
http://www.ontariopc.com/changebook/ 
 
http://ontariondp.com/en/ 
 
http://www.gpo.ca 
 
For more information please contact Carol Devine, Director, Legislative and Political Affairs, (416) 932-9460, ext. 224 
/ cdevine@ocsta.on.ca.  

  

Regional Meetings Focus on Strategic Planning for 

School Boards 
OCSTA's annual Fall Regional Meetings begin September 30 in Thunder Bay and conclude on October 22 in 
Nipissing-Parry Sound (see full schedule below). This year's sessions are unique in that they will include Module 6 of 
the new Trustee Professional Development Program. 
 
Each Regional Meeting will include the following sessions:  

 Strategic & Multi-Year Planning for Catholic School Boards (Module 6) 

o This session encompasses Module 6 of the Professional Development Program for Trustees 
developed by the Ontario Education Services Corporation and presented by OCSTA under the lens 
of our Gospel Values.  

http://ocsta.on.ca/page128145351.aspx
http://www.elections.on.ca/
http://www.ontarioliberal.ca/OurPlan/Platform.aspx
http://www.ontariopc.com/changebook/
http://ontariondp.com/en/
http://ontariondp.com/en/
http://www.gpo.ca/


 Catholic Education Leadership: Walking in the Light of Christ 

o Walking, a journey, and light are powerful images in any leadership role. Connect these images 
with the person of Christ and the trustee leadership role in Catholic education assumes a new and 
utterly different dimension. 

 President's Report and Review of OCSTA's Seven Strategic Priorities - 2011-12 

 Group Discussion regarding the following questions: 

o What are the major factors causing the discrepancy between funding and special education 
expenditures 

o What are the current challenges in labour relations with respect to collective bargaining? 

o What experience does your board have with shared business services (excluding transportation) 
and what is your experience around benefits to the board, including financial gains? 

We encourage every trustee and student trustee to attend these highly engaging sessions. Registration information 
can be found on the OCSTA Meetings and Events Page.  
 

2011 OCSTA Regional Meetings Schedule 

 

Date Area 
Boards/OCSTA Region 

# 
Host 

Fri., Sep. 30 

3-9:30 p.m. 

North 

West 

Kenora (2) 

Northwest (2) 

Superior North (2) 

Thunder Bay (2) 

Thunder Bay CDSB 

Travelodge Hotel Airlane 

Thunder Bay 

Wed., Oct. 

12 

12-5:30 

p.m. 

Central 

Toronto (6) 

Dufferin-Peel (7) 

York (8) 

Durham (9) 

Simcoe Muskoka (9) 

Halton (11) 

Hamilton-Wentworth 

(11) 

Niagara (11) 

Toronto CDSB 

80 Sheppard Ave. East 

Toronto 

Tue., Oct. 

18 

9:30 a.m. - 3 

p.m. 

West 

Brant Haldimand 

Norfolk (4) 

Bruce-Grey (4) 

Huron-Perth (4) 

Waterloo (4) 

Wellington (4) 

London (5) 

St. Clair (5) 

Windsor/Essex (5) 

Waterloo CDSB 

35 Weber St. West 

Unit A, Kitchener 

Fri., Oct. 21 

9:30 a.m. - 3 

p.m. 

East 

Peterborough-Victoria-

NC (9) 

Algonquin & 

Peterborough, Victoria, 

NC CDSB 

1355 Landsdowne St. 

http://ocsta.on.ca/page54691011.aspx


Lakeshore (10) 
Eastern Ontario (10) 

Renfrew (10) 

Ottawa (12) 

West 
Peterborough 

Sat., Oct. 22 

9:30 a.m. - 3 

p.m. 

North 

East 

Huron-Superior (1) 

Nipissing-Parry Sound 

(1) 

Northeastern (1) 

Sudbury (1) 

Nipissing-Parry Sound 

CDSB 

1000 High Street, North 

Bay 

 

OCSTA in the News 

Toronto Star 

Louise Brown 

August 22, 2011 

Still no name for Catholic clubs against homophobia; As school year nears, group advising school boards is still 
stumped Can they use the word "gay"? Are rainbows okay? 
Two weeks before classes begin, Ontario Catholic schools still don't know what to call the anti-homophobia clubs 

they now must allow, because an advisory group has been too torn on the issue this summer to agree on guidelines. 

A provincial committee of about a dozen students, parents, teachers, trustees, and clergy has been trying since May 

to hammer out a "framework" for clubs for victims of bullying because of sexual orientation - but has been unable to 

agree in time for September because of the range of views among Catholics themselves, said the head of the Ontario 

Catholic School Trustees' Association. 

"It's been a struggle; we want to have groups to help these students so they don't feel suicide is the only option - 

suicide rates among homosexual young people are higher - but some people get caught up worrying that we're going 

to forget about our gospel teachings, and cause panic, so it's taking longer than expected," said association president 

Nancy Kirby. 

The committee has been trying to strike a balance between the Vatican's stand against the homosexual act, and its 

acceptance of all people, including homosexuals, as children of God. Some parents at a number of Catholic school 

boards have said they fear anti-homophobia clubs could lead Catholic schools to promote homosexuality. 

But Kirby said this is not the case. 

"These are definitely not meant to be political action groups, and Catholic schools already teach students that the 

church does not approve of premarital sex of any kind; heterosexual or homosexual," said Kirby. 

"But the Catholic church also teaches that we love each other and treat each other with respect, no matter your 

sexual orientation." 

It's a political balancing act that reflects growing tension between a public school system that requires anti-

homophobia measures, and the publicly-funded Catholic system that follows the teachings of the Catholic church. 

Some Catholic schools in the Greater Toronto area came under fire last spring for refusing to allow students to create 

clubs with "gay" or "rainbow" in their name for fear it strayed from the church stand against gay sex. 

But Catholic students persuaded both trustees and the clergy that such clubs are needed to support students 

suffering from bullying because they are gay, said Kirby. As a result, the Catholic trustees' association and the 



Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario told Catholic schools in April they should let students form groups to support 

victims of homophobic bullying, but stopped short of allowing the name "gay-straight alliances" or "rainbow clubs." 

Instead, they struck a committee to draft the blueprint for these groups - including their name - by the fall, but Kirby 

said that timeline may have been a bit ambitious for such a complex task. 

The trustees' association sent a memo this week to all Catholic school boards reminding them to let students start 

such clubs as long as they don't contradict Catholic teachings, and noting what these clubs should be called or how 

they will operate will come later this fall. 

 

When Violence Becomes Entertaining - the 

Influence of Media on Youth  
Violence in the media continues to be important issue affecting children today. For this reason the Violence in the 
Media Coalition (a coalition that includes OCSTA as a member) is once again sponsoring a conference to educate 
and raise the profile on the issues and strategies for solutions. 
 
This year's conference is entitled "When Violence becomes Entertaining: Recapturing Childhood Adolescence 
from the Toxic Influence of Media" and will be held October 20 - 21, 2011 in London at the Faculty of Education, 

University of Western Ontario. Registration fee: $250. 
 
Confirmed Keynote speakers include: George Laraque, former NHL Player; Dr. Charles Taylor, Neurosurgeon and 
Founder of "Think-First"; Dr. Peter Jaffe, Professor, Faculty of Education; Roy Macgregor, author and Globe and Mail 
columnist; Katie Cole, teacher and provincial educator on media violence; S/Sgt. Robyn MacEachern, OPP leader in 
prevention and Ron Wicks, former NHL referee. 
 
Plenary sessions & Workshop topics include: 

 Violence in Sports: Promotion in the Media 

 Cyberbullying & Sexting 

 Current Research on the Impact of Media Violence 

 Parent Engagement & Leadership 

 Positive Use of Technology in the Classroom 

 Integrating Prevention into the Curriculum 

 Effective Programs for Media Literacy 

For more information please visit: http://www.crvawc.ca/section-events/index.htm. Registration is $250.  
 
Violence in the Media Coalition Members: 

 
Ontario Public School Boards' Association 
Ontario Catholic School Trustees' Association 
Ontario Teachers Federation 
Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario 
Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation 
Ontario English Catholic Teachers' Association 
Thames Valley District School Board 
London District Catholic School Board 
Middlesex-London Health Unit 

 

http://www.crvawc.ca/section-events/index.htm

