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Meeting with the Minister of Education 
On February 2, OCSTA's president, Nancy Kirby, and staff representatives met with the Minister of Education, The 
Hon. Leona Dombrowsky to discuss issues of concern to Ontario's Catholic school boards. 
 
In addition to pointing out key recommendations from the OCSTA Finance Brief, OCSTA discussed with the Minister 
copyright negotiations and collective bargaining in 2012.  
 
By meeting with Minister Dombrowsky the Association supports efforts that ensure the Minister of Education is well 
informed on the issues that Catholic trustees are both concerned about and addressing at board tables across the 
province.  
 
OCSTA looks forward to welcoming Minister Dombrowsky as a speaker at the Association's 81st AGM and 
Conference in Toronto, April 28-30 at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel. 

Early Bird Deadline - 81st AGM & Conference 
Deadline for Earl Bird Registration Discount - March 11, 2011!! 



 
Register now to 
secure the early bird 
discount on the 
registration fee for 
OCSTA's 81st Annual 
General Meeting and 
Conference being 
held at the Fairmont 
Royal York Hotel, 
April 28-30, 2011. 
 
This year's program is 
focused on the 
particular professional 
and faith 
development priorities 
of Catholic school 
trustees.  In addition 
to our community 
Celebration of the 
Eucharist and the 
Annual Awards and 
Dinner (which will 
close our event this 
year), we also offer 
the following list of 
insightful speakers and interactive sessions:  

 Keynote speaker, Marc Keilburger, Co-founder, Free the Children and Me to We, Order of Canada Recipient 
and Author of The World Needs Your Kit: Raising Children Who Care and Contribute 

 E-Learning: Making Good Sense of Good Cents with Rose Burton Spohn (E-Learning Ontario) and Michael 

Bator, Catholic Curriculum Cooperative 

 Community Relations Best Practices for Trustees 

 Go Forth and Teach: Trustees and the Mandate to Evangelize - a faith enhancement session for trustees to 

be delivered by Fr. Leonard Altilia, S.J., Jesuits in English Canada 

 And much more... 

 

Nominations Report - Regional Director Positions 

 
The deadline for the receipt of nominations for those trustees interested in being an OCSTA Regional Director is 
March 31. 
 
To date, the following nominations, duly Moved and Seconded, for OCSTA Regional Director have been received. 
 
Region 1 - Colleen Landers, Northeastern CDSB 
Region 5 - Linda Ward, St. Clair CDSB 
 
To view the list of OCSTA Member Regions represented by Directors, please clickhere. 
 
For AGM & Conference registration information visithttp://www.ocsta.on.ca/AGMandConference.aspx  or contact 
Pam DeNobrega at (416) 932-9460 ext. 234 / pdenobrega@ocsta.on.ca. 
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Sarnia Observer 

 

Should trustees collect taxes? 

   
Mon Feb 28 2011  
 
By: Mashoka Maimona 
 
Sarnia school trustees, not Queen's Park, know best when it comes to making infrastructure decisions about local 
schools, says a Toronto Liberal MPP.  
 
David Caplan has introduced a private member's bill to amend the Education Act to "allow boards to determine, levy 
and collect rates" for maintaining school facilities.  
 
"There is an awful lot of work to do to fix up Ontario schools. There is some funding through the government, but it's 
not enough. And a school trustee from Sarnia will know what needs to be fixed in Sarnia's schools better than an 
official sitting in Queen's Park," Caplan told The Observer.  
 
Under Bill 154, the education minister could urge school boards to develop capital plans identifying needed repairs -
from leaky roofs to asbestos removal.  
 
If their capital plan was approved, the school board could set a levy -up to 5% of their annual revenue -from property 
taxpayers.  
 
However, some school officials aren't sold on the idea.  
 
Nancy Kirby, president of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees' Association, said she has reservations 
because the bill would introduce a system of inequality.  
 
"Historically, when school boards had the power to set levies, public schools received all the tax breaks. It's 
an issue of equity. French and Catholic school boards are left on a shoestring," Kirby warned.  
 
She said there are other means to raise money, rather than burdening homeowners with higher taxes.  
 
"A lot of larger school boards have assets that they are holding onto, which can be sold," she said.  

 
Caplan said the needs of Catholic boards would not be ignored, as the "provincial government will step in to take care 
of any counterbalance."  
 
Catherine Fife, president of the Ontario Public School Boards' Association, is worried about inequality of another 
stripe.  
 
She said some municipalities in Ontario will not be able to meet the standards and raise money for their schools.  
 
Fife admitted that Ontario schools need significant infrastructure investment. However, the bill is only a "quick fix," not 
the "long-term, comprehensive plan" needed, she said.  
 
"It's not sufficient -it injects a level of politics into something that is an operational issue. We need to focus on a multi-
year capital process, building on the Good Places to Learn program," Fife said.  
 
The provincial government's $2.25 billion Good Places to Learn program was introduced in 2005 to address the 
backlog of urgent school building renewal needs. But it has been forgotten by the government, said Fife.  
 
The Lambton Kent District School Board has $239.2 million for the 2010-11 school year in its operating and capital 
budget, a 4.5% increase (about $464 per pupil) from the Total Provincial Education funding last year. Four million 
dollars has been set aside for infrastructure repair.  
 
Bob Bailey, MPP for Sarnia- Lambton, agreed with the need for improved infrastructure of schools, but described the 
bill as a pre-election ploy to curry support for the Liberals.  
 
"If the government were judicious with their spending in the first place, we could have tax relief for homeowners and 



taxpayers."  
 
 
 

Toronto Sun 
 
The ABCs of kindergarten funding 

 
By Moira MacDonald, Toronto Sun 
 
We’ve been told the cost of full-day kindergarten in Ontario will be $1.5 billion when fully implemented. 
 
But that’s just for the program. 
 
When it comes to what it will cost to create the extra space and facilities for twice as many kindergarten classes as 
we have now (which is what happens when you amp up kindergarten from a half day to a full day) — no one seems 
to know. 
 
If school boards get their way, it will be in the “hundreds” of millions of dollars for the program’s third year alone, in 
2012/13, Education Minister Leona Dombrowsky said last Wednesday at a news conference. 
 
Dombrowsky said that’s what boards submitted in their funding requests last November. 
 
Ministry officials are now mulling those over. 
 
We haven’t had a chance to see the negative impacts of full-day kindergarten yet — a program with noble goals of 
giving our youngest students a stronger foundation to succeed. 
 
Schools chosen for this year — the program’s first year — and next have been the easy ones, those with enough 
space to handle the program without having to do much. 
 
But everyone agrees year three — 2012/13 — is when the serious money must kick in. 
 
The program can’t continue to be rolled out without significant construction to expand existing school space and tailor 
it to kindergarten children’s needs. 
 
Elizabeth Moyer, a trustee with the Toronto District School Board, says the preliminary numbers she’s seen for the 
capital costs at her board are “just obscene. No one’s going to pay for it.” 
 
Portables will be a part of the mix where capital dollars are not enough to add real bricks and mortar. 
 
The Ontario Catholic School Trustees Association told me portables will be necessary in some areas, 
although boards will try hard to avoid them. 
 
The response from Peel District School Board spokesman Brian Woodland when I asked if his high-growth board 
would need them to accommodate the program in year three? 
 
“Oh God, yes!” 
 
Catherine Fife, president of the Ontario Public School Board Association, admits portables may become “a reality” for 
some schools in high-growth areas, but the “urgency” for getting the program to poor and disadvantaged students 
should “trump” worries about less-than-ideal classrooms. 
 
Boards won’t put kindergarteners into those portables though, since they need quick access to washrooms, among 
other things. 
 
Instead, it will be older students forced out of the main school building — those in Grades 4 and up, already 
squeezed in classes of 30 or more. Their classes swelled starting in 2004 when the McGuinty Liberals started 
capping lower primary grade classes at 20 students, diverting teachers away from the upper grades. 
 



Moyer, a Liberal, says even under current conditions, all-day kindergarten is not properly serving the kids and families 
who need it most. The neediest schools do not have enough space for it in the first phases because they’re too 
crowded. 
 
And the failed before and after-school daycare program that did not come together this year meant all-day 
kindergarten classes haven’t worked out for working moms. 
 
As well, in her ward, some full-day kindergartens are significantly over the 26-student recommendation (the 
government allowed the size to be higher than 20 because there are two adults — a teacher and early childhood 
educator — in the classroom). 
 
Meanwhile the Toronto Catholic elementary teachers union has launched a grievance over the same problem. 
 
“This is not a well-thought-through program,” says Moyer, who applauds the classroom staff for doing their best to 
make it work. 
 
“This is a PR spin that’s sounding really good (but) really is not the practice,” she says. 
 
If someone were brave, she suggests, they’d cut the program down to five-year-olds only, full day, and do away with 
junior kindergarten for four-year-olds altogether. 
 
Tim Hudak, you listening? 

Across the Boards 

Niagara Catholic District School Board 

 
Niagara Catholic Staff Raise More than $26,000 for the United Way 
 
Niagara Catholic Board Chair, Kathy Burtnik, and Director of Education, John Crocco, presented representatives from 
the United Way of South Niagara for a cheque for $26,529 during the February 22 Board Meeting. The money was 
raised through payroll deductions and a number of special activities during the agency’s annual fall campaign. 
Campaign chair, Paul Leon, a “proud product of Catholic education in Niagara” said as one of the area’s largest 
employers, Niagara Catholic staff are generous contributors to the annual campaign. 
 
******** 
 

Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board 

 



Our Lady of the Assumption School, the first Roman Catholic school 
in the Township of Sunnidale, opened its doors in September 1961 
with two classrooms.  The cost of the construction was $46,000, 
much of which was raised by local Catholic families.  
 
Today the school has a population of 76 students with two 
classrooms and a library in the building and three portable 
classrooms.  French and Special Education are housed in a 
fourth.  Assumption offers a full range of academic services.  Its 
Catholic family values permeate the culture of the school where the 
individual child is the center of respectful interaction and personal 
development. 
 
Our Lady of the Assumption School is celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary with a major reunion effort culminating on July 1-3, 
2011.  Bishop Hundt will officiate at an Anniversary mass followed by 
a community picnic and open house.  Former students who currently 
live in other parts of Canada and the United States will be helping to 
mark this tremendous occasion.  The Anniversary celebrations will 
be a testimony of the love, respect and support of Catholic values 
characteristic of the Assumption community. 

 


