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Catholic Trustees' Professional Development 

Seminar - January 13-14, 2012 
This year's professional development seminar for Catholic Trustees will take place January 13-14, 2012 at the 
Doubletree By Hilton - Toronto Airport. 
 
Program Highlights include: 

 Trustee Professional Development Training Modules: 

o Module 8 - Conflict Management 

o Module 9 - Family and Community Engagement 

o Module 10 - Advocacy Role 

 Deputy Minister, Kevin Costante, Ministry of Education (TBC) 

 "Mental Health Strategy," Dr. Bruce Ferguson, The Hospital for Sick Children 

 "Adult Education: Strategic Planning for School Boards," Richard Franz, Ministry of Education 

 "Adaptive People, Resilient Teams," Dick O'Brien 

Registration for this event can be completed online. Please click on the following link to register: 

Catholic Trustees Professional Development Seminar  

 

 

Legislative Update 

On November 30th, the Minister of Education, the Hon. Laurel Broten, introduced into the Legislative Assembly Bill 

13 - the Accepting Schools Act, 2011. 

PC MPP Elizabeth Witmer introduced a second anti-bullying bill during the same session, Bill 14, the Anti-Bullying 

Act, 2011. 

http://ocsta.on.ca/CTPDS-2012.aspx
http://ocsta.on.ca/CTPDS-2012.aspx


Following the announcements of both bills, OCSTA distributed the proposed legislation to all boards along with 

contextual information to support local communications. The Association is currently reviewing both bills and will keep 

boards updated as this draft legislation moves through the legislative process. 

For more information: 

Bill 13, Accepting Schools Act, 2011 

Bill 14, Anti-Bullying Act, 2011 

 

The Legislative Assembly of Ontario will rise for Winter Break on December 8, 2011 and is scheduled to return on 

February 21, 2012. 

 

OCSTA President, Nancy Kirby (left) with Minister of Education, the Hon. Laurel Broten following the Minister's News 

Conference at Queen's Park regarding proposed anti-bullying legislation, Bill 13, Accepting Schools Act, 2011. 

 

Meet Your OCSTA Regional Director Joyce 

Anderson 

Early this fall a majority of OCSTA members completed a membership survey that provided 

insight into the areas in which OCSTA can improve services and communications to better meet 

the needs of our CDSBs.  

One of the areas to be addressed as a result of this survey is the need to clarify and promote the 

role of the OCSTA Regional Director. There are 15 Regional Directors serving on OCSTA's 

Board. Each Director represents one of 12 regions. For information about the boards 

represented by each Director please visit the OCSTA Board of Directors section of the website.  

In order to promote the role of the Director and raise awareness regarding the relationship 

between Directors and trustees in their regions, the Association will be profiling each Regional Director in an issue of 

the Newswire over the next several months. 

http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/bills/bills_detail.do?locale=en&Intranet=&BillID=2549
http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/bills/bills_detail.do?locale=en&Intranet=&BillID=2550
http://ocsta.on.ca/boardOfDirectors.aspx


Our first featured Regional Director is Joyce Anderson. Joyce is a trustee with the Waterloo Catholic District School 

Board serving as the Regional Director for Region 4, which includes the following boards: 

 Brant Haldimand Norfolk CDSB 

 Bruce-Grey CDSB 

 Huron-Perth CDSB 

 Wellington CDSB 

 Waterloo CDSB 

1. How many years have you been a Catholic Trustee? 

I have been a Catholic school board trustee for five years. My first four years were with the Dufferin-Peel CDSB and I 

am currently a member of the Waterloo CDSB. 

2. Why did you decide to become a trustee? 

I believe that an outstanding education is the most important thing that we can offer the next generation, both for their 

own well being, as well as for the good of our society. A Catholic education is a rare and valuable gift, one that is 

worth fighting for. 

3. What do you hope to achieve as a member of OCSTA's Board of Directors? 

As a member of the Board of Directors for OCSTA, I hope to strengthen our Catholic system through thoughtful and 

effective political advocacy. I will work to ensure that professional development opportunities for trustees continue to 

be interesting and relevant. Finally, I aim to reflect the interests of Catholic Trustees in the province generally, and 

especially those from Region 4. 

4. To help define your region for other OCSTA members, please highlight one distinctive aspect of Catholic education 

in the region you represent. 

Among the outstanding aspects of Catholic education in our region, are the many social justice initiatives that occur 

on an ongoing basis, at the school and board levels. Caring for others, both in our local community and in 

communities beyond, defines so much of who we are, and what we teach our children. 

I am proud to be part of such a strong, caring community. 

For more information: Joyce Anderson, OCSTA Director - Region 4, Waterloo Catholic District School Board - 

joyce.anderson@wcdsb.ca or visit www.wcdsb.ca. 

Canadian Forum on Theology and Education 

The 2012 Canadian Forum on Theology and Education will address the topic: 

Vatican II: 50 years on: The New Evangelization 

 

With With Author and Scholar, Michael W. Higgins and Social Justice Advocate Jessi Taylor 

From the CFOTAE: 

A realistic vision of Catholic education today needs to be rooted in the work and teachings of the Council. The 

struggle for Catholic identity in a culture of dis-belief requires a tangible witness to faith in every aspect of 

school life: school ethos, organization, curriculum content, particularly in the sciences and social science, 

http://www.wcdsb.ca/


pedagogy, classroom management, our relation with parents and the significance of the parish. 

 

What does it mean to be Church today? Why Catholic Schools? The basic ideas that we need to answer 

these questions are found in the teachings of the Second Vatican Council. 

 

2012 marks the 50th anniversary of the beginning of the Second Vatican Council. Theologians and bishops 

continue to recognize Vatican II as the most significant event in Catholic history in over 400 years. For a 

younger generation of teachers, for whom the excitement and creativity of the council came before their time, 

this will be a chance to find out what made it such a significant chapter our Catholic story. 

 

This year the Canadian Forum on Theology and Education will celebrate the marvelous achievements of 

Vatican II. For many participants, the theme of this year's conference, Vatican II: The New Evangelization, will 

be an opportunity to acquaint themselves with a vision of the Church that emerged at the Council. For others 

the Conference will be a moment of recommitment to the prophetic values promoted in the Council’s 

documents. 

 

Catholic Education Week begins as the Forum closes. As an ecumenical council is the highest teaching 

authority in the Catholic Church Forum is a great lead in for teachers, administrators, chaplains, members of 

school councils, trustees, parish clergy and staff. 

When: May 3rd - May 5th, 2012 

Where: Sheridan College, 1430 Trafalgar Rd., Oakville 

For more information visit www.cfotae.ca or contact johnquinn@cogeco.ca. 

Schulich Leader Scholarships  

  

The UJA Federation of Greater Toronto recently sent information to OCSTA to share with Catholic school boards 

regarding a scholarship program open to students in every high school, secondary school and CEGEP (in Quebec) 

across Canada. 

The Schulich Leader Scholarships program is for students enrolled in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 

and Mathematics) areas of study at a participating Canadian university in the fall, 2012. Interested schools are asked 

to select one student to represent their school as a Schulich Leader Nominee. From this pool of nominees, 20 pre-

selected universities across Canada will each choose one outstanding student to be their Schulich Leader, each of 

whom will receive a four-year scholarship valued at $60,000 to support their studies at that university in a STEM 

faculty. 

For more information and to find a list of participating universities please visit:www.schulichleaders.com 

 

http://www.cfotae.ca/
http://www.schulichleaders.com/

