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OCSTA Submission re: Bill 173 
OCSTA President, Nancy Kirby, recently shared with the Standing Committee on Finance and Economic and 
Economic Affairs the Association's written comments and recommendations regarding Bill 173, An Act respecting 
2011 Budget measures, interim appropriations and other matters. 
 
The Association's comments and recommendations were confined to Schedule 10 of the Bill which proposes changes 
to the Education Act which, for the most part, relates to the "Extended Day Programs and Third party Programs" that 
are part of the government's Full Day Kindergarten initiative. 
 
To view this document please click here. 
 

Catholic Education Day at Queen's Park 
On April 6, 2011 nine trustees, nine OECTA members and 10 representatives from the Assembly of Catholic Bishops 
of Ontario joined together to participate in the 2nd annual Catholic Education Day at Queen's Park. 
 
This presentation of Catholic education unity and strength at our provincial legislature is part of the FACE initiative 
and is designed to strengthen support for Catholic education in Ontario at the grass roots level and among our 
elected officials. While the House was in session, trustees, OECTA representatives and members of the Bishops of 
Ontario were recognized. 
 
During Lobby Day, 25 meetings were held between FACE delegates various MPPs from all three parties. While all 
three parties in Ontario support publicly funded Catholic schools, the purpose of these discussions was to raise 
awareness about the good work of Catholic schools in Ontario and to reinforce our relationships with our elected 
officials.  
 
These meetings also helped to provide FACE delegates with more information about MPP priorities and perceptions 
regarding education and Catholic schools.  That information is being reviewed by the Association and will help to 
inform our government relations and communications strategies. 
 
Following the day's series of meetings, the FACE group hosted a reception for MPPs that was very well attended by 
Cabinet Ministers and other MPPs from all parties including: The Hon. Leona Dombrowsky, Minister of Education, 
The Hon. Kathleen Wynne, Minister of Transportation, The Hon. Glen R. Murray, Minister of Research and 
Innovation, The Hon. John Milloy, Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities, PC Education Critic, Elizabeth 
Witmer, MPP, and NDP Education Critic, Rosario Marchese. 
 
OCSTA wishes to extend our sincere appreciation to all members of the FACE delegation team:  

OCSTA Representatives 

http://ocsta.on.ca/resources/1/Newsletter/Bill173Submission-April21.pdf


Nancy Kirby, President, OCSTA 
Marino Gazzola, Vice President, OCSTA 
Ann Andrachuk, Chair, Toronto Catholic DSB 
Kathy Burtnik, Chair, Niagara Catholic DSB 
Anne-Marie Fitzgerald, Chair, Northwest Catholic DSB 
Gord Butler, Chair, Ottawa Catholic School Board 
Carol Cotton, Trustee, York Catholic DSB 
Angela Kennedy, Trustee, Toronto Catholic DSB 
Colleen Landers, Trustee, Northeastern Catholic DSB 

OECTA Representatives 

James Ryan, OECTA President 
Kevin O'Dwyer, OECTA Vice President 
Chris Karuhunga, OECTA 1st Vice President 

Louie Trinichi 
Andrew Donihee 
Ann Hawkins 
Reno Melatti 
Warren Grafton 
Al Cornies 

ACBO Representatives 

Archbishop Thomas Collins, President, ACBO 
Archbishop Brendan O'Brien 
Archbishop Terrence Prendergast 
Bishop Fred Colli, ACBO Liaison, OCSTA Board of Directors 
Bishop J. L. Plouffe 
Bishop Vincent Nguyen 
Bishop Ronald Fabbro 
Bishop William McGrattan 
Bishop Noel Simard 
Bishop Douglas Crosby 

 

(l.-r.) Anne-Marie 

Fitzgerlard, OCSTA 

Director (Northwest 

CDSB Chair); 

Marino Gazzola, 

OCSTA Vice 

President 

(Wellington CDSB 

Chair); The Hon. 

Leona 

Dombrowsky, 

Minister of 

Education; Colleen 

Landers, OCSTA 

Director 

(Northeastern 

CDSB). 



 

(l.-r.) Colleen 

Landers, OCSTA 

Director 

(Northeastern 

CDSB); Liz Sandals, 

MPP (Guelph); 
Nancy Kirby, 

OCSTA President 

(CDSB of Eastern 

Ontario).  

 

(l.-r.) Student 

Trustee, Natalie 

Rizzo (VP - Catholic 

Board Council - 

OSTA-AECO); 

Olivia Suppa 

(President - Catholic 

Board Council - 

OSTA-AECO), PC 

Education Critic, 

Elizabeth Witmer, 

MPP; The Most 

Rev. Douglas 

Crosby, Bishop of 

Hamilton and Nancy 

Kirby, OCSTA 

President. 

 

(l.-r.) The Hon. John 

Gerretsen, Minister 

of Consumer 

Services and at 

right, Angela 

Kennedy, OCSTA 

Director (Toronto 

Catholic DSB). 



 

(l.-r.) Olivia Suppa, 
Student Trustee, 

President Catholic 

Board Council - 

OSTA-AECO; 

Natalie Rizzo, Vice 

President, Catholic 

Board Council - 

OSTA-AECO; 

Archbishop Thomas 

Collins, President, 

Assembly of 

Catholic Bishops of 

Ontario.  

 

(l.-r.) Kathy Burtnik, 

OCSTA Director 

(Chair, Niagara 

Catholic DSB) and 

The Hon. Kathleen 

Wynne, Minister of 

Transportation. 

 

Nancy Kirby, 

OCSTA President 

with NDP Education 

Critic, Rosario 

Marchese, MPP. 

 
   



Profile: 

OCSTA AGM & Conference Title Sponsor - 

Genivar 
The following profile has been prepared by the 2011 OCSTA AGM & Conference Title Sponsor for membership 
information: 

 
GENIVAR is a leading consulting firm in Canada 
providing private and public sector clients with a 
broad diversity of services in planning, 
engineering, architecture, surveying, 
environmental sciences and projects and 
construction management. 
 
The firm has more than 4,500 employees in over 
90 cities in Canada and overseas. Since 1959, 
GENIVAR’s experts have completed a vast array 
of award-winning regional and international 
projects for private and public sector clients.  As 
an engineering consulting firm, Genivar oversees 
a project through all phases in the buildings, 
energy, environmental, infrastructure and 
transportation market segments. The firm's 
engineers play a strategic role in the planning, 
designing and project management of a range of 
buildings including educational, institutional and 
industrial facilities.  
 
GENIVAR focuses on building and maintaining 
long term business relationships that enable 
them to directly support clients with all of their 
engineering needs. They offer cost-effective and 
efficient services to local school boards in Ontario 
by using a highly coordinated approach that 
seamlessly integrates architectural design, 
building services, environmental services, project 
management, traffic studies, renewable energy 
and more.  
 
The firm has managed projects at all levels of 
education including preschools, elementary, 
secondary and post-secondary institutions. 
GENIVAR has served various Catholic school 
boards in Ontario including Toronto, York, 
Durham, Niagara, Thunder Bay, and Ottawa. Some noteworthy projects include TMS College Secondary School 
Traffic Impact Study, St. Benedict Elementary School Addition, St. Jane Francis Catholic School Retaining Wall 
Inspection and St. Marguerite Bourgeoys Catholic School Floor Renovation. 
 
For more information visit www.genivar.com 
 

OCSTA in the News  
From the Toronto Sun, April 9, 2011 

http://www.genivar.com/


Toronto's crumbling schools look for bucks: MacDonald 

By Moira Macdonald 

 
With the federal election rumbling on, Toronto District School Board trustees are taking the opportunity to chase 
federal politicians for precious infrastructure dollars to repair crumbling schools. 
 
On Friday board chair Chris Bolton called on Toronto-area candidates to tell voters how they plan to deal with 
declining school infrastructure. 
 
Noting colleges and universities have been "eagerly updating and modernizing" their buildings thanks to $175 million 
in federal government infrastructure funding, Bolton wrote future post-secondary students today are "sitting in out-
dated science labs and classrooms," in kindergarten to Grade 12 schools, left out in the cold when it comes to 
infrastructure and stimulus money. 
 
As TDSB trustee Shelley Laskin told me before Bolton's letter was released, "if municipalities are putting forward 
(their case) about their buildings, school boards should really make the case that these are all public assets too that 
should be eligible for funding. 
 
"We just think there's really not that much difference between a public library and a public school."  
The state of school buildings - just like a lot of infrastructure, including roads, sewers, bridges and other sexy stuff - is 
a problem across Ontario according to the Ontario Public School Boards Association. The accumulated repair 
backlog for all publicly-funded schools in the province is some $8.6 billion, says OPSBA's president, Catherine Fife. 
 
"We've hit the wall on this issue and we need a strategy in place," Fife told me, adding the feds could help by 
including schools in programs promoting energy efficiency or pushing federally-funded community agencies to get 
into building partnerships with schools. 

Bill quashed 

In late February Liberal MPP David Caplan introduced a private member's bill at Queen's Park that would allow 
school boards to levy limited taxes for the purpose of rebuilding and maintaining school buildings. 
That the bill had a hope of going anywhere was soon quashed by Caplan's own education minister, Leona 
Dombrowsky, who said her government had no plan to raise property taxes. 
 
A return to the good old days of local taxation by school boards is a dream some TDSB trustees still cling to (it came 
up in a $21,000 commissioned board report a year ago). The TDSB put out a press release praising Caplan, a former 
trustee on the old North York school board. But the idea was not well-received by trustee associations. 
 
The Ontario Catholic School Trustee Association said it "strongly opposes any return to local taxation," 
since those good old days meant Catholic boards - with fewer ratepayers than public boards - ended up with 
less. 

 
Allowing school boards to tax for rebuild money could "spark a conversation" around how much ratepayers value their 
schools, says Fife, but it would also "increase the gap" between boards with rich tax bases and those without. 
 
Declining infrastructure is a real problem. But I still think the TDSB faces an uphill battle getting political or public 
sympathy when it has neglected its half-empty school reality for so long and is moving only gradually to deal with it 
now. Even money provided by the provincial government to help rebuild schools was partly-spent by the board on 
balancing its budget - until the government ended the program. 
 
Trustees and board staff have argued closing and selling all those schools would only be a drop in the bucket 
compared to the size of the crumbling school problem. The board says it's got a $3-billion repair backlog and it would 
cost an incredible $8.2 billion to upgrade schools "to meet 21st century learning needs."  
 
But in politics, compromise is everything. And if you're not prepared to meet the other guy halfway, don't expect him 
to carry the whole load. 

 


