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Local Discussions on Current Issues - Register 

Now for Regional Meetings 
OCSTA's executive and staff are currently visiting regions across the province to discuss with Catholic school boards 
in those regions local issues and priorities.  The West Region meeting took place on September 15 and the next 
meeting will be the Central Region Meeting on Tuesday, September 21st at the York Catholic DSB.  
 
For your reference, following is the schedule for the remaining Regional Meetings 
 
Central: Tuesday, September 21, 2010, Aurora (York Catholic DSB) 
Northeast: Thursday, September 23, 2010 Sudbury (Sudbury Catholic DSB) 
East: Tuesday, September 28th, 2010, Kingston (Algonquin Lakeshore Catholic DSB) 
Northwest: Friday, October 1, 2010, Kenora, Best Western Lakeside 

 
There's still time to register if your regional meeting has not yet taken place.  Please contact your local board for 
information or contact Jane Ponte at OCSTA - (416) 932-9460, ext. 223 or email at jponte@ocsta.on.ca. 

OCSTA Website Changes 
 
The OCSTA website has undergone some changes in recent weeks that we would like to point out to members: 

 The home page has been redesigned to provide more links to current articles and resources.  These links 
are located within text and along the margins of the OCSTA home page.  

 On the home is an area providing monthly recommendations to various resources on the OCSTA 
website.  This month's recommendation (with link) is the ECCODE document "Catholicity - Best Practices." 

 There will be a President's "video" message produced on a regular basis to highlight OCSTA initiatives and 
important news.  The link to OCSTA President, Nancy Kirby's current video is on the right-side margin of the 
home page. 

 As the OCSTA website attracts the attention of parents and other supporters of our system, we have invited 
visitors to join the OCSTA "mailing list."  On a semi-quarterly basis this list will receive (in their email 
inboxes) a newsletter highlighting the "Good News in Ontario's Catholic Schools." On the home page, in the 
top right hand corner is a new subscriber form that we invite supporters to complete. Upon completion they 

will become members of our mailing list. 

For more information or to suggest more ideas for the OCSTA website, please contact Sharon McMillan at 
smcmillan@ocsta.on.ca / (416) 932-9460, ext. 232. 

Two-Day Conference for Education Sector re: 

Violence in the Media and our Youth 
In 2005, the Ontario Public School Board Association spearheaded an initiative to raise awareness and develop 
curriculum that would help all school systems in Ontario to address the impact of violence in the media on our 
youth.  OCSTA and OECTA were among the education partners invited to participate in this initiative and we continue 
to participate today.  The curriculum, which is in our schools, was developed with the assistance of writers from both 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/


the public and Catholic school system. The Ministry of Education provided funding for much of this work. 
 
The list of Violence in the Media Coalition Members follows: 

 Association of Local Public Health Agencies 

 Canadian Centre for Abuse Awareness 

 Centre for Prevention Science, Centre for Addiction and Mental Health 

 Centre for Research on Violence Against Women & Children, Faculty of Education, University of Western 
Ontario 

 Elementary Teachers' Federation of Ontario 

 Ontario Catholic School Trustees' Association 

 Ontario English Catholic Teachers' Association 

 Ontario Federation of Home & School Associations 

 Ontario Principals' Council 

 Ontario Provincial Police 

 Ontario Public School Board Association 

 Ontario Secondary School Teachers' Federation 

 Ontario Student Trustees' Association 

 Ontario Teachers' Federation 

As part of the Coalition's efforts to raise awareness and support and encourage teachers delivering this curriculum, a 

conference on this topic is held each year.  The Ontario Teachers' Federation plans and sponsors this conference. 

This year the OTF Media Violence Conference will be held from October 15 to 16 at the Doubletree by Hilton Toronto 

Airport Hotel, 655 Dixon Road. Teachers representing every part of the province will attend, compliments of OTF. 

Non-teaching education partners and interested parents are welcome to register on a first come first serve basis. 

Online registration is now open through the OTF website (www.otffeo.on.ca); follow the link to register at the bottom 

of the flyer.  

The conference will feature key leaders in the areas of anti-bullying and violence prevention, safe schools and media 

literacy who will share their expertise and explore the common elements of these challenges.  

 

Some of the expert speakers who have been confirmed include: 

 Lt. Colonel David Grossman, Former West Point Psychology Professor, Professor of Military Science and 
former Army Ranger 

 Craig Anderson, Professor of Psychology & Chair of the Department of Psychology at Iowa State University 

 Dr. Charles Tator and former NHL Referee Ron Wicks will present a special session on the promotion of 
violence in sports 

For more information please visit: www:otffeo.on.ca 

 

St. Augustine's Seminary: Catholic Trustee 

http://www.otffeo.on.ca/english/pro/media_violence_flyer.pdf
http://www.otffeo.on.ca/


Workshops Available on DVD 
St. Augustine's Seminary of Toronto recently conducted a series of six Saturday workshops for Catholic ratepayers 
interested in becoming Catholic school board trustees. 
 
The sessions were videotaped by St. Augustine's, with permission, and those recordings are now available for 
purchase on DVD.  
 
The Seminary is offering the complete videotaped series for $500 (copyright 2010, St. Augustine's Seminary of 
Toronto).  Topics include: 

 The Nature and Purpose of Catholic Education 

 Running for Trustee 

 The History of Catholic Education in Ontario Catholic Schools and Courts 

 The Role and Responsibilities of the Catholic School Board 

 The Role of the Director of Education 

 An Overview of the System of Education in Ontario 

 Education Funding and Preparing a Budget 

 Other Critical Catholic School Board Functions 

 Personal Traits and Skills Required of a Catholic School Trustee 

If you are interested in purchasing the complete workshop series, please contact the Seminary by email at: 
staugustines.reception@utoronto.ca or by telephone - 416-261-7207, ext. 221. 

 


