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Merry Christmas! 

  
 
“Now at this time Caesar Augustus issued a 
decree for a census of the whole world to be taken 
And Joseph went from Nazareth 
in the Galilee to Bethlehem  
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
And Mary gave birth to a son, her first born. 
She wrapped him in swaddling clothes 
and laid him in a manger 
because there was no room for them at the inn.” 
(Luke 2:1, 3, 6-7) 
 
With our Best Wishes, may the blessings of the season 
be with you and yours now and into the New Year 
 
The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association 
 

 
We invite you to view the President’s Video Christmas message to members athttp://www.ocsta.on.ca/videos.aspx 

Bill C-32 - Education Book Publisher Concerns 
Bill C-32 has been introduced in the Parliament of Canada. Most of its provisions deal with the digital world of the 
Internet. One of its provisions is not restricted to digital matters and has received much attention and 
misrepresentation. This is an attempt to clarify one issue.  
 
The Copyright Act identifies certain purposes of copying that may fall into the category of “fair dealing.” Copying that 
qualifies as fair dealing are not compensable, that is, neither permission nor payment is required to be made to the 

http://ocsta.on.ca/videos.aspx


holder of the copyright. Among the enumerated purposes in the Act are the following: research, private study, 
criticism and review. Bill C-32 would add “education” as an enumerated purpose. 
 
Publishers and other holders of copyright have claimed that if that amendment passes, schools will be copying 
textbooks instead of buying them and this will be the death knell of educational publishing in Canada. This is not true. 
 
The Supreme Court of Canada has made clear that ascertaining whether an event of copying qualifies as “fair 
dealing” requires that that it pass a two-part test. The first part of the test is whether the event corresponds to one of 
the enumerated purposes of copying. This is what is addressed in the “education amendment.” The amendment has 
nothing to do with the second part of the test.  
 
The second part of the test, articulated by the Supreme Court, involves six matters that must be taken into 
consideration in order to decide whether the dealing is “fair,” even though it is for one of the enumerated purposes. 
These considerations include the amount of the dealing and the effect on the work. It is absolutely clear, from the 
ruling of the Copyright Board of Canada and the Ontario Court of Appeals decisions in the case of the K-12 
educational tariff, that wholesale copying of large sections of textbooks, let alone a whole textbook, could never pass 
the second part of the fairness test.  
 
Quite simply, copying textbooks rather than purchasing them is not an option now and it will not become one if 
education is recognized as an enumerated purpose.  
 
For further information, please contact Paul C. Whitehead, pwhitehead@ocsta.on.ca. 

Former OCSTA President Reflects on Career 
[Reprinted with permission from the Waterloo Catholic District School Board] 
 

 
 
By Louise Ervin 
 
Louise Ervin was first elected to the Board of Trustees in 1985 and has been a prominent voice in Catholic Education 
locally, provincially and nationally for 25 years.  She retired as a Trustee on November 30, 2010.  The following is 
adapted from her final speech to the Waterloo Catholic District School Board: 

 
Who would have thought that the announcement of full funding for Catholic schools would have brought us to 
today…25 years later! 
 
The long awaited dream of our parents and grandparents was finally coming true! Premier Bill Davis’ announcement 
of full funding for Catholic schools brought a flurry of activities.  There was so much to do, so many decisions to 
make. 



 
Even though the legislation had not passed yet and the money hadn’t started flowing, the Catholic boards across the 
province, including ours, started implementing full secondary schools. 
 
Elementary schools in Cambridge and Waterloo were K to 6 schools. They had to become K to 8 schools.  Our three 
Junior High Schools in Cambridge and Waterloo (St. Benedict, Msgr. Doyle and St. David) would now offer Grades 9-
13 rather than 7-10.  Kitchener’s two private high schools (St. Jerome’s and St. Mary’s) had to be turned over to this 
board, one year at a time, to the displeasure of many. 
 
We needed classrooms, desks, textbooks and teachers.  Our enrolment was climbing fast. (1985: 15,183.  1989: 
18,687).  We needed proper gyms, science labs, sports fields, libraries, technology classes and equipment, 
department heads and consultants for secondary subjects.  We needed to negotiate new contracts because now we 
had recognized secondary teachers.  We could not educate all our special needs students and offer adult education 
programs and co-operative education.  All this, without a dime from Queen’s Park yet.  And we were already poorer 
than Church mice!  It was a whirlwind of activities. 
 
And now, look at where we are! Within a few years, although it seemed like an eternity, we were granted equal 
funding! We have beautiful schools, many of them new! Our technology classes provide the latest computerized 
equipment, our programs are recognized across the province for their innovation and forward thinking, we have a 
proper board office…the list goes on.  The Waterloo Catholic District school system in 2010 is very different from the 
one that existed in 1985. 
 
The highlight of my trustee career was certainly serving as president of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ 
Association and the Canadian Catholic School Trustees’ Association.  I leave our Board of Trustees with so many 
memories and so much to be thankful for! 
 
I also leave with one strong message for the Waterloo Catholic District School Board community:  Each and every 
one of us is charged with promoting and protecting Catholic education locally, provincially and nationally. 
 
May God bless you and your continued great work in Catholic education. Merry Christmas! 
 

Catholic School Trustees Applaud Flexibility in 

Extended Day Program Delivery 

News Release 

 
Toronto—December 16, 2010—“The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association welcomes the government’s 
proposal to give school boards the flexibility to determine locally a method by which the JK/K Extended Day Program 
will be delivered.  Allowing boards to partner with third-party operators in providing before- and after-school care is a 
decision that responds to issues raised by Ontario’s Catholic, public and French school boards,” said Nancy Kirby, 
president of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association. 
 
Many Catholic school boards across Ontario currently work in partnership with qualified and experienced 
organizations in the community to provide quality before- and after-school programs for students. Such services have 
met the needs of students and families for many years. 
 
“From our position as a provincial body, we’re able to assess the kind of response this program has generated 
province-wide in Catholic school communities. Overall, school boards must be able to offer the Extended Day 
Program in a way that addresses local circumstances and the needs and preferences of parents in that community,” 
explains Kirby. 
 
“We recommended that the government provide school boards the flexibility to address the local priorities of families 
and school boards while still advancing the goals of the Early Learning Program and the vision of a comprehensive 
full-day program for early learners. Catholic school boards are committed to ensuring that all segments of the Early 
Learning Program are responsive to the needs of our youngest learners,” adds Kirby. 
 
The Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association is the provincial voice for publicly funded Catholic 



education.  Founded in 1930, OCSTA represents the interests of Catholic school boards that collectively educate 
approximately 600,000 students in Ontario, from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12. 

Three New EQAO Research Studies to Support 

Educators   

 What makes a school effective? 

 How can staff promote school improvement? 

 What factors influence the achievement gap between boys and girls? 

You can find insights to help school teams address these questions, as well as other  information and ideas, in three 
new research studies at www.eqao.com.  

Exploring the Underlying Traits of High-Performing Schools 

This study confirms key observations about effective schools and provides educators with important ideas for 
enhancing school-improvement efforts. 

Strategies That Work for Schools: Thinking Globally in a Postmodern World 

This study explores how strategies that are used to address global issues can also be used by school staff to 
promote school improvement.  

Towards an Understanding of Gender Differences in Literacy Achievement 

This study examines factors that could account for large or small gaps in literacy achievement between boys and girls 
in English-language schools. 
 
For more information please visit the EQAO website at www.eqao.com. 
 

Information Access and Privacy 
The Office of the Chief Information and Privacy Officer for the Ontario government recently announced the launch of 
a new information access and privacy public website.   
 
The site replaces the existing accessandprivacy.gov.on.ca website.  It has been redesigned to ensure that the 
information on the site is both clearer and easier to find.   
  
There is also now an area separate from the public pages specifically for access and privacy and information 
management practitioners. 
 
The URL for the new site is www.mgs.gov.on.ca/en/infoaccessandprivacy.    

People for Education Survey 
People for Education, an advocacy organization for publicly funded education in Ontario, has asked the OCSTA to 
remind school boards about a survey that the organization circulated recently about schools in Ontario. 
 
The deadline for completing the survey has been extended to January 4th, 2011.  Information from these surveys is 
used in the production of the group's publicationPeople for Education’s Annual Report on Ontario’s Publicly Funded 
Schools. 

http://www.eqao.com/
http://www.eqao.com/
http://www.mgs.gov.on.ca/en/infoaccessandprivacy


 
The surveys can be filled in online. Principals can  
 
•    click here for the Elementary English survey   
•    click here for the Secondary English survey 

Trustee Professional Development 

Seminar, January 14-15, 2011 
Catholic Trustees: Advocates, Guardians & Stewards of Catholic Education 

 
All trustees are encouraged to register now for the 2011 OCSTA Trustee Professional Development Seminar, 
January 14-15, 2011 at the Doubletree By Hilton Hotel – Toronto Airport (655 Dixon Rd.). 
 
This annual seminar is designed to provide all trustees with an opportunity for informative and interactive professional 
and faith development. This year's theme isCatholic Trustees: Advocates, Guardians & Stewards of Catholic 
Education. 
 
A new item on the 2011 Seminar program is the Ministry of Education’s certification course for school trustees. The 
full-day certification course is entitled “Essentials of Good Governance for School Boards” and is the first of three 
certification courses offered in the Ministry of Education’s new trustee development program. 
 
Please note that the distinctive faith components of our January Seminar remain the same.  We will open our 
Seminar with Mass on Friday, January 14th, at 8:30 a.m. Sessions for that day include: 

 A keynote presentation by former OCSTA and CCSTA president, Regis O’Connor. Regis will speak to this 

year’s theme: “Catholic Trustees: Advocates, Guardians and Stewards of Catholic Education.” 

 An address by the Minister of Education, the Hon. Leona Dombrowsky 

 Workshop sessions examining: Political Advocacy for Trustees; School Board Communications and the 
Media; Current issues in Education Finance; Understanding Conflict of Interest Legislation; and 
Parliamentary Procedures for School Boards 

 OCSTA’s President’s Report to Members 

 

Where: 
Doubletree By Hilton - Toronto Airport 

655 Dixon Rd., Toronto 

Who: 
All Trustees, Student Trustees and Directors 

of Education 

Hotel Rate: 

 

 

 

Rates start at $135 per night plus applicable 

taxes.  Boards are asked to make room 

reservations directly with the hotel by 

calling 1-800-668-3656.  Please be sure to 

place the reservation under the "OCSTA" 

block of rooms in order to obtain our 

negotiated group discount rate. 
 
Hotel Reservation Deadline: In order to secure this special rate, rooms must be booked by  

December 24, 2010. 
 
To download the OCSTA Trustee Professional Seminar program and registration form click here. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2TCZXHM
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Y2BZSXD
http://ocsta.on.ca/page111494618.aspx


 
For more information about the program please contact Sharon McMillan, Coordinator  
Communications & Media Relations, smcmillan @ ocsta.on.ca/ (416) 932-9460 ext. 232. 

Stay Connected to CCSTA 
To facilitate the sharing of important and timely information from the Canadian Catholic School Trustees' 
Association (CCSTA) to Ontario's Catholic trustees, CCSTA has requested that trustees forward their contact 
information including email address to CCSTA to the attention of Jean 

Montminyjean.montminy@ottawacatholicschools.ca. 
 
Nominations Accepted for 2011 Higgins Award:  The Justice James Higgins Award is presented annually for 

outstanding leadership in Catholic education in Canada. A Catholic school board, provincial association or the 
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops may submit a nominee for the award to the CCSTA office by January 14, 
2011. 

 

http://www.ccsta.ca/
http://www.ccsta.ca/
mailto:jean.montminy@ottawacatholicschools.ca

