
OCSTA Meetings at a Glance 

 

OCSTA Seminar for Chairs, Vice Chairs and Directors of Education 

January 16-17, 2009 

Doubletree By Hilton - Toronto Airport 

For registration information, please contact Pam DeNobrega at (416) 932-9460, ext. 234 or via 

email at pdenobrega@ocsta.on.ca.  

 

OCSTA Meets with The Province's 

Declining Enrolment Working Group 

On October 29, the Advisory Group, made up of representatives from the four trustee 
associations, met with the province's Declining Enrolment Working Group. 

Representing OCSTA at this meeting was Association President, Paula Peroni; 
Executive Director, John Stunt; Director of Legislative and Political Affairs, Carol Devine 
and; Sr. Advisor of Finance, Kevin Kobus. 

During the discussions OCSTA raised the following key points: 

 Any new provincial initiatives to address Declining Enrollment Group need to be 
equitably applied across all four systems. 

 Any initiatives responding to declining enrollment need to recognize, 
accommodate and respect the mandates of all four systems. 

 No form of return to a local tax levy would be acceptable to OCSTA. 

 In order to be successful in our joint efforts, partnerships should be voluntary and 
locally initiated rather than provincially mandated. 

 Recommendations coming from this effort must foster student achievement. 

 OCSTA raised concerns about the sharing of "hard" services that are being 
proposed, like payroll, IT and planning.  Movement of such services out of boards 
could potentially threaten school board autonomy. 

Members of the Declining Enrolment Working Group: 
 
Dave Levac (Co-Chair), MPP for Brant and Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of 
Community Safeaty and Correctional Services; Eleanor Newman (Co-Chair), Director of 
Education, Renfrew County DSB; Gerri Gerson, Trustee, Toronto DSB; Brian Greene, 
Sr. Business Official, Thames Valley District School Board; Kathy O'Brien, Trustee, 
Thunder Bay Catholic DSB; Michel Paulin, Sr. Business Official, Conseil scolaire de 
district catholique Franco-Nord; Barry Peterson, Sr. Business Official, District School 
Board Ontario North East; Doug Reycraft, Past President, Association of Municipalities 
of Ontario; Councillor, County of Middlesex; and Mayor, Southwest Middlesex; Michael 



Schmitt, Director of Education, Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic DSB. 
 

Finance Brief 

 
Recommendations contained within the 2008 OCSTA Finance Brief were approved by 
the OCSTA Board of Directors at the September Board Meeting.  An overview of those 
recommendations is included in the President's Report that was presented at the recent 
Regional Meetings and can be viewed in the OCSTA Members section of the website. 
 
The final Brief will be reviewed by the Legislative and Finance Committee on November 
13 and then submitted to the government. 
 
For more information, please contact OCSTA's Director of Legislative and Political 
Affairs, Carol Devine, at (416) 932-9460 ext. 224 or via email at cdevine@ocsta.on.ca. 
 

 

OCSTA Regional Meetings 

The 2008 OCSTA Annual Regional 
Meetings concluded on October 17, 2008. 
Over 140 trustees participated in the 
series of five regional meetings across the 
province. 

These annual meetings are an opportunity 
for the membership to discuss local and 
provincial issues with OCSTA’s leadership 
team, represented by OCSTA President, 
Paula Peroni (pictured at left) and 
Executive Director, John Stunt. 

This year meetings were held in 
Mississauga (Central Meeting hosted 
by Dufferin-Peel CDSB); Sault Ste. Marie 

(North East Meeting hosted by the Huron-Superior CDSB); Wallaceburg (West 
Regional Meeting hosted by the St. Clair CDSB); Kemptville (East Regional Meeting 
hosted by the CDSB of Eastern Ontario), and; Thunder Bay (North West Regional 
Meeting hosted by the Thunder Bay CDSB). 

The 2008 program included the quarterly President’s Report—a presentation that 
provided an overview of the Association’s current issues and initiatives. This 
presentation can be viewed online and is available in the “OCSTA Members” section of 
the Association's website. Topics discussed in the president’s report include: 

  

 Collective Bargaining 

 The 2008 Queen’s Park Lobby Day Initiative 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/ocstamembers.aspx
http://www.ocsta.on.ca/ocstamembers.aspx


 The 2008 Finance Brief 

 OCSTA Committee Work re: developing recommendations for the province’s 
Early Learners Initiative 

 OCSTA 2008-09 Events Calendar 

 Results of the 2008 Membership Survey 

 Results of the Resolutions Process Review Survey andRecommendations 

 OCSTA Year in Review (annual report) 

This year’s Regional Meetings also included an interactive session for boards to discuss 
local issues and questions related to school board governance.  The day closed with a 
presentation by John Stunt about efforts within the Catholic community to increase 
community engagement in our Catholic schools.  
 
The Association warmly appreciates the hospitality extended by all of the the 2008 
Regional Meeting host boards.  
 

 

Tony DaSilva (Dufferin Peel CDSB) 

Carol Cotton (York CDSB) 

 

 

Michael Pautler (Halton CDSB) 

Alice Anne Lemay (Halton CDSB) 

Joanne Higgins (Parry Sound RCSSB) 

Suzanne Youngs (Parry Sound RCSSB) 



 

OCSTA Executive Director, John Stunt 

 

Around the Province 

 The St. Clair Catholic District School Board’s Catholic Education 
Coalition recently published an engaging children’s book entitled Yellow Bear 
Goes to Catholic School, written by Carol Bryden and Dianne Lloyd. 

 
The book captures in simple words 
and pictures the distinctive nature 
of Catholic education—from the 
involvement of the Parish priest, to 
the integration of prayer and 
Church teachings into the school 
activities of the day. 

 
Included in the book is a section 
containing “Parent-Child” activities. 
The suggested activities help 
parents to discuss and reinforce 
with their children the educational 
concepts and Church teachings that underscore some of the key themes raised 
in the story. 

 
The St. Clair CDSB will be using the book as a gift at JK registration. Copies will 
also be given to families in the Parish as a gift from the Board at Baptism.  The 
book can be ordered directly from Maracle Press at a cost of $3.65 +GST per 
book. For more information please contact Sherry Dodson at Maracle Press: 
800-558-8604, ext. 228 or email sdodson@maracleress.com. 

mailto:sdodson@maracleress.com


 Keeping an accurate assessment roll is an important task that many boards are 
addressing through creative and effective communication methods.  The Simcoe 
Muskoka CDSB created a section on their website that informs parents/Catholic 
school supporters about the ways in which they can direct their support to 
Catholic schools (if they are not already doing so). This helpful web page details 
not only the steps to take to ensure that residential tax assessment is directed to 
the separate school system but also includes links to key documents needed to 
declare school support. Links to both the “Application for Direction of School 
Support” and the “School Support Lease” form can be downloaded directly from 
this page in the board’s website. To view please 
visit:http://www.smcdsb.on.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=36&pageId=10992. 

 

Catholic Education Resources 

NOW IN SECOND PRINTING 

Catholic Education: A Light of Truth, by Monsignor Dennis Murphy 

Due to popular demand, Catholic Register books has issued a second printing of this popular 

paperback, valuable for teachers, school and board administrators, parents and trustees. Catholic 

Education: A Light of Truth, brings together seven updated essays with an introduction by Msgr. 

Murphy on the urgent challenges facing Catholic education and how we can meet them. These 

essays have been in popular demand since The Catholic Register began publishing them annually 

in 2001. 

Price: $14.95 (taxes included) plus shipping and handling 

Bulk orders (10 or more copies): $10 apiece (taxes included) plus shipping and handling 

To order contact (416) 934-3410, FAX (416) 934-3409, or e-mailcirc@catholicregister.org. 

Allow 2 weeks for delivery. 

Catholic Register Books is an imprint of The Catholic Register. 

 
 

http://www.smcdsb.on.ca/cms/One.aspx?portalId=36&pageId=10992
mailto:circ@catholicregister.org

