
  

 

May 20, 2008 

Recent Events  

 
  
  

OCSTA/OCSBOA 2008 Finance Seminar  

  
Over 100 board trustees and business/finance staff attended the annual OCSTA/OCSBOA 
Finance Seminar in Niagara Falls on April 24. 
  
Presentations: 
Nancy Naylor Assistant Deputy Minister, Elementary/Secondary Business and Finance Division, 
provided an overview of the GSN’s and the Ministry’s current financial priorities.  
  
Once again the Seminar featured popular economist Dr. Avery Shenfeld, Managing Director and 
Senior Economist, CIBC World Markets.  Dr. Shenfeld discussed the impact of world economic 
trends like rising gas prices on our economy in Canada and on the business and operational 
decisions that boards have to make. 
  
One of the most anticipated Seminar presentations was the Declining Enrolment session.  
Topics discussed included: 
           OCSTA’s Declining Enrolment Taskforce 

o        Presented by Carol Devine, Director of Legislative & Political Affairs, OCSTA 
           The Pupil Accommodation Review Process 

o        Presented by Chris Hurst, Supt. of Education and Tim Robins, Asst. Supt., 

Durham CDSB 
           Surplus Property Considerations 

o        Gerald Erickson, Senior Coordinator, Development Services,   

Toronto CDSB 
           Trustees and Legal Issues 

o        Presented by Peter Lauwers, OCSTA Solicitor, Miller Thomson LLP 
  
The Association appreciates the hard work of the Finance Seminar planning committee.  Their 
contributions towards this year’s event helped to make it a successful and informative day for 
delegates. 
  
  



OCSTA 78th AGM & Conference – We are Called 

April 24-26, 2008, Sheraton on the Falls Hotel, Niagara Falls,  
OCSTA 78th AGM & Conference 
  
Over 220 delegates from Catholic school boards across the 
province gathered in Niagara Falls from April 24-26 to 
participate in OCSTA’s 78th Annual General Meeting and 
Conference. 
  
Our sincere thanks are extended to the trustees, staff and 
students of the NiagaraCatholic District School Board.  
Their planning, coordination, preparation and presentations 
made this year’s Conference a memorable experience for 
attendees. 
  
John Dekker, Vice-Chairperson of the Board, Planning Committee Chair 
John Belcastro, Trustee 
Kathy Burtnik, Trustee 
Jennifer Brailey, Manager of Board Services & Communications 
John Crocco, Superintendent of Education 
Angelo Di Ianni, Director of Education 
Jayne Evans, FLS/ELS/Music Consultant 
Frank Iannantuono, Superintendent of Education 
Fr. Paul MacNeil, Parish Priest, St. Helen Parish, Vineland 
Ed Nieuwesteeg, Chairperson of the Board 
Kelly Stephen, Faith Animator 
Khayyam Syne, Administrator of Staff Development 
  
  
President’s Address 
OCSTA outgoing president, Bernard Murray (Huron Perth CDSB), addressed the delegates at 
this year’s AGM.  During his remarks he called on all trustees to highlight the good work of the 
students and staff in their schools as they communicate with families, parishioners, new 
teachers, community groups, city and regional governments and others.  He emphasized the 
important role of trustees as ambassadors and champions for Catholic education and the 
significance of celebrating just how much publicly funded Catholic schools contribute to 
Ontario’s student success story. 
  
Bernard acknowledged the Ministry’s early spring announcement that there would be a declining 
enrolment work group formed to examine the impact of declining enrolment on school boards 
and to explore solutions.  The Association had lobbied the Ministry for some time on this issue 
and was pleased to see this development.   
  
Last year the Association held a successful Queen’s Park Lobby Day and Bernard informed 
delegates that another OCSTA Queen’s Park Day was being planned for May 27th, 2008.  On 
that date a team of 12 or more trustee delegates representing the province and speaking on 
behalf of the Association will be meeting with MPPs to discuss Catholic education priorities and 
to confirm political support for Ontario’s publicly funded Catholic schools. 
  
2008 OCSTA Election 



(The following information was contained in a news release that was sent to all boards and 
media following the AGM) 
  

Sudbury Catholic District School Board Trustee, 
Paula Peroni (pictured at left) was elected 
President of the Association.  She  has served 
as OCSTA Vice President since 2006.  Paula 
was first elected a Catholic trustee in 1997 and 
has served as Chairperson and Vice Chair of 
her board for 7 of the past 9 years.  A lifelong 
resident of the Sudbury area, Paula has 
represented the interests of her region as an 
OCSTA Director since 2000. 
  
Catholic District School Board (CDSB) of 
Eastern Ontario trustee, Nancy Kirby (pictured 
below) was elected Vice President of the 
Association.  Currently the Vice Chair of the 
CDSB of Eastern Ontario, Nancy has been a 
member of the OCSTA Board of Directors since 
April of 2007.  She has also served on the 
Minister of Education’s Advisory Council on 
Special Education and on the Board of Directors 

for Curriculum Services Canada. 
 
 
OCSTA delegates also elected Northeastern Catholic 
District School Board Trustee, Colleen Landers as the 
Ontario representative to the Canadian Catholic School 
Trustees’ Association (CCSTA).  CCSTA represents the 
interests of Catholic school boards at the national level.   
  
  
OCSTA Awards 
 OCSTA was pleased to acknowledge and welcome 
 guests and friends of Catholic education who joined us in 
Niagara Falls not only to celebrate our 78th AGM but to join 
us acknowledging our 2008 OCSTA award recipients. 
  
OCSTA Trustee Awards of Merit were presented to: 
  
Ken Adamson, Dufferin Peel CDSB 



 

  
Donald Clune , Toronto CDSB (Posthumous Award). Don's wife Anne is featured in the picture 
below (centre) with her daughter and Toronto CDSB Director of Education, Kevin Kobus (left). 

 

 

 
Ron Marcy, Huron-Perth CDSB 
 

 

  
The 2008 OCSTA Special Award was presented to the Catholic Principals’ Council of Ontario. 
 Accepting the award on behalf of CPCO was CPCO President, Dan Tie (centre) and Executive 
Director, Lou Rocha (right). 
   



 

 
Workshops 

This year’s conference included a number of well received workshops addressing various topics 
including:  
  
           Engaging Student Leadership (a workshop for our student trustees) 
           Aboriginal Education 
           Ontario’s Poverty Reduction Strategy 
           Adaptive People and Resilient Teams 
           Focus on Faith (Halton Catholic’s program for curriculum and faith development) 

  
Key Note Speakers 
  
Dr. Reginald Bibby 
Key note speaker, Dr. Reginald Bibby, a sociologist, renowned author and professor at the 
University of Lethbridge, discussed recent data he is collecting around faith and youth today. 
 He also discussed overall societal trends regarding religion and he raised some very interesting 
points about the role of Catholic trustees in Ontario. 
  
Following is an overview of some key points and research findings highlighted during Dr. 
Bibby’s presentation: 
  
           There are 2.0 billion Christians in the world, 1.2 billion Muslims and.8 billion Hindus 
           Number of Catholics: 

o        1 billion worldwide 
o        75 million in the US 
o        14 million in Canada 

           2 in 4 adults and 1 in 3 teens pray weekly 
           Contrary to widespread claims, Dr. Bibby’s recent survey indicates that faith remains 

extremely important, nationally, globally, individually and socially 
           Roman Catholics form the largest religious group in Ontario (34%), followed by the United 

Church (12%). 
           “Catholics are being called to play a pivotal role and to respond to the spiritual and 

personal needs of the people who identify with Catholicism and who have been entrusted 
to the care of Catholic organizations.” 

           “Public support is extensive for schools that elevate personal and social life.” 
           “As Roman Catholic Educators you are being called to: instill faith and instill values that 

enhance personal and social life. You have the opportunity to have an important impact on 
Catholics and the quality of life here and elsewhere.” 

  



Dr. Bibby’s presentation can be downloaded from the OCSTA website by visiting the 
“Members’ Centre” at www.ocsta.on.ca.   Note: you will need your user name and password to 
login to this area of the website. If you do not have that information please contact your Board 
secretary who has been provided with login information for all trustees and the board’s director 
of education. 
  
Minster of Education, The Hon. Kathleen Wynne 

(Picture at right:  Minister Wynne with Ottawa Catholic School 
Board Student Trustee, Matthew Corluka). 
  
Minister of Education, the Hon. Kathleen Wynne delivered a 
comprehensive address to OCSTA delegates that highlighted 
the government’s core priorities which are to: 
           Get more students on the path of excellence and to 

identify where more support is needed to reach these 
goals. 

           Assist students who are struggling and determine 
whether or not the right programs are in place for 
students with special needs 

           Increase public confidence.  The Minister stated that 
her goal is that every parent making the decision about 
their child’s education will assume the public school is 
the best alternative.  She encouraged trustees to talk 
about their success and celebrate the role they serve as a community resource and “hub” 
for services. 

  
The Minister added that there Ontario’s education system is a good news story and that 
Catholic schools are part of that story noting that our “test scores are really good too!” 
  

The Minister made a point to emphasize that the Catholic school system is a valued part of the 
education system in Ontario—one that the government will continue to support.  She stressed 
that the government will not be distracted by any constitutional discussions around Ontario’s 
publicly funded Catholic schools.  
  

The Minister informed delegates that she was going to have discussions about the role of the 
trustee.  She also acknowledged that as far as governance is concerned boards need to have 
some flexibility to address their needs.  She referred to the historic role of school boards as 
leading the way in Ontario regarding the establishment of effective public representation bodies. 
  
The Minister discussed the very important issue of declining enrollment and informed delegates 
that for 60 of 72 boards in Ontario, declining enrolment is a critical problem.  Information on the 
provincial taskforce to be struck to examine declining enrolment will be announced in the 
coming weeks. 
  
Following are some comments taken from delegate evaluations regarding Minister Wynne’s 
presentation: 
  

Minister Wynne delivered her message in a forthright manner and by restating her and the 
government’s support for Catholic education she certainly pleased the crowd! 
  

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/


Minister Wynne personalized her speech, thus, reaching everyone’s experience.  Her subject 
matter was reassuring in this time of declining enrollment. 
  
Bishop Paul-Andre Durocher 
The Most Reverend Paul-Andre Durocher, Bishop of 
Alexandria Cornwall and President of the Ontario 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Commission for 
Education delivered a rousing and timely closing 
address on the topic “Responding to the Call: Catholic 
School Leadership Today.” 
  

Bishop Durocher discussed a number of important 
factors shaping our environment today:  
           Misperceptions about faith groups (perpetuation 

of stereotypes) 
           Debate around whether faith should be included 

in the “public square” 
           The impact and influence of public opinion on provincial politics 

  
Ultimately Bishop Durocher concluded, as Dr. Bibby did, that Catholic trustees and educators 
have an incredibly important role to play in shaping society. 
  

Other key points highlighted in Bishop Durocher’s presentation: 
           Partnerships:  Catholic trustees, teachers, staff, students, clergy, parents, grandparents, 

Catholic groups like the Knights of Columbus, the Catholic Women’s League, Ontario 
Association of Parents in Education and all Catholic education partners continue to be vital 
resources that unite, reinforce and revitalize the publicly funded Catholic school system in 
Ontario. 

           Identity:  It is important to focus on what is essential in our Catholic schools: 
o        Strong religious education curriculum 
o        Good chaplaincy services 
o        Integration of faith based learning across the curriculum 
o        The formation of a Christian community 

           Meaning for Ourselves:  Question and understand our individual relationship with God.  
What propels me to be a trustee?  What does my role as trustee mean in regard to my 
relationship with God? 

           Joy:  Do our work joyfully and peacefully.  Trust the Spirit and celebrate what we have.  
Note what is good in the present and look for the little signs of joy that God sends us.  

           Proclamation:  Proclaim it – Talk about Catholic education.  Share our experiences 
gained through our journey as trustees, educators, family members and engaged 
community members.  

  
  
   

Camille Parent (Peterborough VNC CDSB), Minister Wynne 

and incoming OCSTA President, Paula Peroni 

OCSTA Board of Directors' 

Commissioning Ceremony 



 

 

 

OCSTA Labour Relations Co-ordinator, 

Mike Riley with wife Pauline. 

Paul Whitehead (l.) 

OCSTA's former Past President 

  
  

Annual Dinner Entertainment, The Mantini Sisters 
 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 



OCSTA In the News   

 
  
  

From the Toronto Star, Friday, May 9, 2008 

  

Trustees' higher calling; Catholic handbook has much to say about stewardship 
in wake of expense revelations 
 
Byline: Louise Brown  
 

Ontario's Catholic school trustees should answer to a higher standard of financial 
cleanliness - they say so themselves.  

In a handbook for all members across the province, the Ontario Catholic School 
Trustees' Association spells out exactly how church teachings and "Christian 
stewardship" must shape everything they do, from curriculum to budgets - and that 
means "assigning financial resources honestly, appropriately and equitably."  

And no one is saying otherwise, even in the wake of a recent Ontario government report 
that slammed Toronto Catholic District School Board trustees for spending at 
sometimes unholy levels.  

"There you have it, right in the handbook - the calling of the Catholic school trustee is 
different because we really are an extension of the church," said Sudbury Trustee Paula 
Peroni, president of the association.  

"We have to ensure our beliefs and values are infused with how we serve students, 
parents and ratepayers."  

But trustees are human beings, she added, "and human beings have frailties. We all 
strive to live up to the honesty expected in our society."  

Some of those frailties have come under the spotlight this week as provincial adviser 
Norbert Hartmann released a report chastising some Toronto Catholic trustees for 
spending up to $100,000 each on expenses from restaurant meals and hotel mini-bars 
to car allowances and health benefits, despite being told by board staff such perks were 
not allowed.  

Peroni gave "kudos" to the Toronto Catholic board for asking for the outside review of 
their expenses, and said she is sure the recommendations will clarify expense policies 
at all boards.  

This would be helpful, noted Neil MacCarthy of the Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto, 
because Catholic trustees do answer to both Church and state.  



"As Catholics, we need to be caretakers of the gifts God gives us; as people of faith, it's 
part of our calling," said MacCarthy, the archdiocese's director of communications.  

"So Catholic trustees are bound by that same concept of stewardship, of being 
caretakers of the resources provided by taxpayers and the government.  

"And those principles of our faith should guide how we conduct ourselves."  

Indeed, anyone who works for a religious organization "will be measured against those 
values; it's a kind of badge you wear that tends to attach all those higher ideals to your 
lapel," said Professor Stephen Scharper of the University of Toronto's Centre for Ethics 
and Centre for Religious Studies.  

"Just as they expect a different curriculum at a Catholic high school in, say, the teaching 
of values, so people also expect those who run the school system to share that 
emphasis on the common good," said Scharper.  

He noted the Vatican recently doubled the number of "deadly sins" to include pollution, 
dealing drugs and "accumulating enormous wealth."  

"So I do think people will notice when the values of the church bump up against the 
daily practices of trustees.  

"People may ask, 'Are they putting their money where their mouth is?'"  

If not, he said, "That's why we have Confession." 
  

 
  

From The Caledon Enterprise 

  
May 2, 2008 
  
Catholic education makes religions fourth 'R' in local classrooms 
  
By Roger Belgrave, Staff Writer  
 
Rajavi Shah was nervous about the first day of high school. Grade 9 is an especially big step for 
a teenager new to the country, but she was also a Hindu headed to Catholic school. 
 
Local Catholic schools certainly are filled with a much more diverse student population than 
when Dufferin-Peel Catholic District School Board Chair Bruno Iannicca attended. The former 
altar boy went to Mississauga's St. Catherine of Siena Catholic School next door to the 
neighbourhood church. 
 
Catholic education in the region dates as far back as the early 1800s. In 1968 former Ontario 
Education Minister Bill Davis amalgamated Roman Catholic school boards. The decision 



brought together eight small boards in Dufferin and Peel counties to form the nucleus of today's 
board. 
 
At the time, there were 27 schools and 9,000 students in kindergarten to Grade 8. Today, there 
are 88,000 students, 144 schools and 10,000 employees throughout Brampton, Mississauga, 
Caledon and Orangeville. 
The board is one of the largest employers in the region and the second largest Catholic school 
board in the province. 
 
Iannicca's children, a daughter in Grade 12 and a son in Grade 11, have both grown up in Peel 
Catholic schools. They are indicative of students whose Catholic upbringing attract them to the 
board and make them the local system's overwhelming core. 
 
However, a focus on value education, as well as academic skills, appeals to many in the 
broader, diverse community who have access to Ontario's Catholic high schools under section 
42 of the Education Act. 
 
Despite the family's Hindu beliefs, Shah's parents viewed the Catholic school board as an ideal 
way to ensure their daughter's public education contained some proper discipline and 
appropriate moral guidance. 
 
The 16-year-old, now in Grade 11 at St. Marguerite d'Youville Secondary School, has never felt 
unwelcome or ostracized in the Catholic school setting. She manages to be an active part of the 
school community as a member of the Spirit Council, still attends temple and maintains her 
Hindu beliefs. 
 
Studying the Catholic faith has helped build a stronger connection with her faith, the teenager 
confessed. 
 
"I felt really good learning about another religion other than mine," she revealed. "It helped me 
and my relationship with God." 
 
Iannicca, other trustees and school board administrators view local Catholic education in much 
the same way painters and sculptors have depicted Christ.  
  
Catholic schools beckon to the community with open arms, eager to embrace families with a 
holistic approach to teaching. Catholicism is unique in its desire to nourish mind, body and spirit, 
according Toronto Archbishop Thomas Collins as school boards celebrate Catholic Education 
Week this week. 
 
"What we want to do is infuse the schools with the Gospels of Jesus Christ," Iannicca explained. 
"We want to ensure that all of our students have a full academic, spiritual, emotional, physical 
(education) to reach their potential." 
 
Curriculum, such as the board's recently introduced Virtues education initiative, is character-
based lessons focused on encouraging moral excellence. 
 
Iannicca insisted the foundation and future of the local system rests on the "three pillars" of 
Catholic education— the school, home and parish. Building and strengthening board 
partnerships at these levels is considered paramount to success. 



 
Just as the church is only as strong as its congregation, so too is local Catholic education. 
 
"We always try to find ways of better strengthening that relationship," said Iannicca. "This board 
will not survive individually. We need our parents, we need our pastors and we need our 
schools." 
 
Administrators must also provide program options that appeal to students and their parents. 
Failure to meet demands has some Catholic families choosing public schools where programs 
unavailable at the Catholic board are offered. 
 
Whether school board officials are willing to publicly admit it or not, Catholic and public school 
boards are in competition for students and the provincial government funding dollars each 
represent. 
 
Last fall, the board embarked on a public relations campaign to attract and retain more students. 
The comprehensive communications strategy was, in part, launched to counter declining 
enrolment. 
 
Much of the initiative is designed to promote Catholic education among ratepayers and 
newcomers in Dufferin-Peel. 
 
The board has cast a wider net in advertising junior kindergarten registration. Information has 
been translated into several different languages and publicized through ethnic media outlets 
inside and outside Peel, explained Bruce Campbell, the board's communications and public 
relations general manager. 
 
"That was specifically for the JK piece, which is an important piece cause once you get the kids 
in JK you retain them for the most part," he said. 
Campbell said the board is also contacting local real estate boards about developing a 
partnership that could make homebuyers more cognizant of Dufferin-Peel. 
 
"It's an ongoing process and it's not an easy one," Campbell added.  
  
"Obviously the major challenge we have is in elementary schools you must be Catholic to 
attend. The challenge is the changing demographic and immigration patterns." 
 
The latest census data shows almost half of Brampton's residents are immigrants, a 
predominant proportion from South Asia. In 2001, the last time religion was a part of national 
census data, Sikh, Hindu and Muslims accounted for more than 63,000 Bramptonians. Catholics 
represented about 114,000 residents.  
 
News of the publicity campaign prompted one Peel District School Board trustee to request an 
administrative staff report on the impact this recruitment drive might have on enrolment in public 
high schools. 
 
"What steps is administration considering to address this initiative from the Dufferin-Peel 
Catholic District School Board," Mississauga Trustee Don Stephens asked at a Peel board 
meeting. 



 
A report was unable to project any tangible impact, however, it did contain some statistics on 
student migration between school boards. 
 
Enrolment figures indicated 678 students withdrew from local public elementary schools during 
the 2006/2007 school year to enter Catholic schools. During the same period, 1,215 high school 
students transferred to Catholic secondary schools. Comparatively, the board saw 921 students 
enter its elementary schools from Catholic boards and 399 Catholic high school students join 
the local public board ranks. 
 
According to the report, 3,751 students departed the Peel board between 2005 and 2007 for 
separate schools, while 2,470 entered public schools from Catholic school boards. 
 
Iannicca noted Dufferin-Peel has started to concentrate on implementing and adding high 
demand programs. Programs such as French Immersion, Extended French and the 
performance arts have generated great community interest in the schools where classes have 
been established. Officials are making an effort to retain students bolting for the public school 
board where those non-compulsory programs are more readily available. 
 
"We're adjusting as need be in order to maintain those children and we'll continue to do so," 
Iannicca said. Most Ontario school boards, including Dufferin-Peel, are expected to see total 
student enrolment shrink next year. According to the Ministry of Education, 60 of the province's 
72 school boards are projected to experience declining enrolment in 2008/2009. 
 
Peel's public school board is one of the few not seeing student numbers decrease. By contrast, 
Peel's Catholic board has experienced an overall student enrolment decline in the last few 
years. 
 
This past October, enrolment figures submitted to the province reported 88,222 registered 
students in Peel Catholic schools- 54,913 elementary and 33,309 secondary. 
 
Compared to the previous year, elementary school enrolment has fallen by 1,776 students. High 
school enrolment was up 930 students. Overall the board enrolment declined by 846 students 
(almost 1 per cent) compared to a year ago. 
 
"Enrolment is declining all over the province," said Bernard Murray, Ontario Catholic Schools 
Trustees' Association president. "But having said that Catholic schools still continue to be a 
successful and a contributing part of the publicly funded system in this province." 
 
There are still 600,000 students in Ontario Catholic schools supported by 2.5 million ratepayers, 
he noted. Catholic school curriculum develops the whole person— intellectual, spiritual, moral 
and physical attributes. 
 
"The system has been around for 160 years and continues to provide the need that is there," he 
added. 
  


