
  

January 22, 2008 

Collective Bargaining  

 
In mid-November, the Minister of Education initiated meetings with all trustee associations, 
teacher federations, principals’ associations the Council of Directors of Education and two of the 
unions representing support staff, CUPE and OSSTF.  The purpose of these meetings was to 
explore with each group the willingness to participate in central table discussions regarding 
collective bargaining issues.  OCSTA representatives attended three meetings prior to the 
Christmas break. 
  
On January 10th, OCSTA received formal invitations from the Assistant Deputy Minister to 
participate at a provincial discussion table with OECTA and at tables for support staff 
represented by CUPE and OSSTF.  Attendees at our Seminar for Chairs, Vice Chairs and 
Directors of Education gave unanimous support to a motion that OCSTA participate in these 
provincial table discussions.  Teams to represent OCSTA have been formed.  Discussions are 
scheduled to begin later this month.  OCSTA will provide updates on the discussions whenever 
possible. 
  
For more information, please contact Mike Riley, OCSTA Co-ordinator, Labour Relations, (416) 
932-9460 ext. 27 or email mriley@ocsta.on.ca. 
  

  

  
Seminar for Chairs, Vice Chairs & Directors of Education  

 
Minister Wynne with OCSTA President, Bernard Murray. 
Ontario’s Minister of Education, The Hon. Kathleen Wynne, delivered a well received 
address to Catholic school trustees and directors of education at the Association’s 
annual Seminar for Chairs, Vice Chairs and Directors of Education on January 11. 
  
During her address, Minister Wynne highlighted a few points that will have prominence 
in the government’s education agenda in the year ahead, including the following: 
 
 

           More discussion and review of school board governance and the role of trustees 

           Increased focus on the effective partnerships and collaboration among Ontario’s 
four publicly funded education systems 

           A review of the funding formula to evaluate the changes the government has made 
to date.   
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Minister Wynne with OCSTA President, Bernard Murray. 

  

  

Collective Bargaining  
 

Paul C. Whitehead (OCSTA Past President), Kevin Kobus (Director of Education, 
Toronto CDSB) and Mike Riley (OCSTA Co-ordinator, Labour Relations) delivered a 
comprehensive presentation to delegates during the “Collective Bargaining” session 
(see Collective Bargaining update above). 
  



 

 

  
  

  

A Call to Catholic School Leadership 

 
  

Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB Chair and former OCSTA President, Pat Daly delivered a 
poignant keynote address that examined the distinctive nature of Catholic school 
leadership as a “calling” and a unifying force within our system.  During his talk, Pat 
outlined his own approach to leadership within the context of the issues shaping 
Catholic education today.  Pat’s presentation is on the OCSTA website and can be 
viewed by clicking here. 

  

   

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/pdf/Pat%20Daly%20notes%20ocsta%20chair-vice-chair-dir%20seminar%20jan%2011%202008.pdf


 

 

 
Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB Chair and OCSTA former president, Pat Daly. 

  

  

A Poignant Homily on Catholic Education  
 

   

The final day of the Seminar opened with Mass.  Mass was celebrated by OCSTA 
Chaplain and celebrant Fr. Pat Fitzpatrick.  Fr. Pat delivered a homily that we 
encourage all members to read.  For your convenience the homily can be accessed by 
clicking here. 

  

   

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/pdf/FrPatHomily-Jan12-08.doc


 

 

 
Graduates of our Catholic school system: 
Musical liturgists for the Saturday Mass - Nancy Bodsworth; 

Michael Bodsworth and Jeff Boss. 
  

Emerging Issues in Catholic Education 

 
Each year at this event, delegates are given the opportunity to discuss key issues 
affecting Catholic education with their peers and with the President during an interactive 
session. 
  

OCSTA President, Bernard Murray outlined the Association’s current key priorities and 
examined some of the issues shaping the Catholic education agenda for the year 
ahead.    To view the president’s presentation please click here. 
  

   

http://ocsta.on.ca/secure/script/index.asp


 

Kathy Ablett, 

Chair, Ottawa 

Catholic School 

Board 

 

From l. - r.: Wilf 

Garrah, Algonquin 

Lakeshore, CDSB; 

Joe Corey, Durham 

CDSB; Mary-

Catherine Kelly, 

Northwest CDSB. 



  

Steve Paikin, host 

of TV Ontario's 

"The Agenda" 

shares his 

journalist's 

perspective on 

issues affecting 

Catholic education. 

  


