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Upcoming Events   

 
 
 
OCSTA Seminar for Catholic School Board Communicators 
November 2, 2007, 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Dufferin-Peel CDSB, 
40 Matheson Blvd., Mississauga 
  
OCSTA Seminar for Chairs, Vice Chairs and Directors of Education 
January 11-12, 2008 
Doubletree International Plaza Hotel – Toronto Airport 
655 Dixon Rd., Toronto 
For more information, please contact Pam DeNobrega at OCSTA, (416) 932-9460 ext. 
34 / pdenobrega@ocsta.on.ca 

Post Election Activities  

 
OCSTA has begun an analysis of the election results 
and is developing a strategic plan to move forward to 
“promote and protect” Catholic education. 

Elements of the plan will be developed in consultation 
with our Catholic partner organizations and will be 
rolled out in the months ahead. There will 
undoubtedly be a role for all Catholic boards and 
trustees to implement the plan. 

We will keep all member boards informed on the 
progress of this initiative.  

mailto:pdenobrega@ocsta.on.ca


For more information, please contact John Stunt, 
Executive Director, (416) 932-9460, ext. 22. 

Regional Meetings 

 

The 2007 series of OCSTA Regional Meetings has 
concluded and by all accounts was extremely well 
received and well attended.  

Each of the five regional meetings across the province 
provided a very timely opportunity for excellent 
dialogue and feedback to the Association on current 
issues. During these meetings, OCSTA President, 
Bernard Murray and Executive Director, John Stunt, 
facilitated an interactive session that allowed 
participants to explore the impact of current issues on 
Catholic education and to also discuss how these 
issues might be addressed from a local and provincial 
perspective.  

The information gathered during these discussions 
will be reviewed by the Association to support 
ongoing development of our strategic plan for the 
year ahead.  

The Association always incorporates a professional 
development component into each Regional Meeting 
program. This year’s session, led by OCSTA Director 
of Catholic Education, Noel Martin, focused on the 
vocation and distinctive role of Catholic school board 



leadership. Entitled “We are Called,” the workshop 
was very well received by participants. 

For more information, please contact John Stunt, 
Executive Director, (416) 932-9460, ext. 22. 

Education Safety Association of Ontario   
 

 
 

The Education Safety Association of Ontario (ESAO) provides helpful workplace health 
and safety information for school boards and other organizations in this sector. ESAO’s 
monthly newsletter is a great source for timely health and safety information. Among the 
topics examined in the September issue is new worker and supervisor health and safety 
training as required under the Occupational Health and Safety Act.  

The following link will provide you with access to the September issue online. 

http://www.esao.on.ca/downloads/newsletters.htm 

National Aboriginal Education Conference November 
23 - 24, Winnipeg 

 
 

 

Sharing Our Success: Promising Practices in Aboriginal Education is a two-day national 
research conference that will examine (and share) promising practices in K-12 
aboriginal education.  

The program will feature over 60 workshops and presentations by prominent experts 
and practitioners from band and provincial/territorial operated schools.  

For more information: 

http://www.saee.ca/successconference/index.html 
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OCSTA in the News  
 

TORONTO STAR, September 28, 2007 

Catholic schools teach Lessons in human dignity 
By Bernard Murray and John Stunt  

There has been in recent weeks much focus and discussion on Ontario's strong publicly 
funded school system. Catholic schools are an integral part of that system, supported 
by 2.4 million Catholic ratepayers and the province's three major political parties.  

What is missing from the current provincial discussion is information about the nature of 
Catholic education. These schools offer education in the Catholic tradition to hundreds 
of thousands of students who reflect Ontario's diverse cultures and ethnic groups.  

Every school day, some 670,000 young people make their way into 1,650 English and 
French Catholic schools that dot our province, in large and small, urban and rural 
centres. Whatever else awaits them in these schools, the intention of their parents and 
of Catholic school trustees and educators is that these young people find themselves in 
the distinctive learning environment of a Catholic Christian community.  

The first message relayed to these young people is that each one of them is worthwhile, 
possesses great dignity and is of infinite value. They learn that this comes to them 
ultimately because they reflect in their lives the image and the mystery of God, who is at 
the heart of the world they inhabit and for which they are responsible. They learn this 
throughout all aspects of the curriculum - not just the religious education and family life 
courses.  

Catholic education views human life as an integration of body, mind and spirit. Rooted 
in this vision, Catholic education fosters the search for knowledge as a lifelong spiritual 
and academic quest. The expectations of Catholic graduates, therefore, are described 
not only in terms of knowledge and skills, but in terms of values, attitudes and actions.  

In a society where conflicting values pull young people in all directions, Catholic schools 
speak words about the sacredness of life, the beauty of love, the dignity of work and the 
importance of family. These teachings offer guideposts for human behaviour that flow 
from the Ten Commandments and the message of the gospel.  

Young people hear of honouring their parents and of parents honouring their children. A 
consistent life ethic encourages them to see the relationship among all the world's 
peoples, especially the marginalized and the disadvantaged.  

Our students are taught to opt for the protection of life at all stages, to avoid the 
wrongness of bullying, to support the need for just social structures and to decry the 
folly of war.  



Putting these lessons into practice is a formative part of a Catholic education. Our 
students are expected and encouraged to participate in a variety of community service 
projects to help the less fortunate in their communities. Outreach projects to less 
developed countries or those areas affected by natural or man-made disasters are a 
hallmark of the Catholic school curriculum.  

Our schools hold out to our young people the sacredness of promises and the meaning 
of fidelity, particularly in marriage and the family. They learn the value of truth and 
respect for the beliefs of other people. They learn this within the context of a curriculum 
focused on academic excellence.  

This pursuit of academic excellence has been a hallmark of Catholic education from its 
inception. The goal of Catholic schools is and always has been to help all our students, 
whatever their unique gifts, talents and challenges, to achieve their full potential and to 
experience success.  

Through the dedication and hard work of some 43,000 teachers and administrators, 
Catholic schools today are a vital part of the success story of Ontario's publicly funded 
education system.  

Our schools and school boards consistently meet or exceed provincial expectations in 
student achievement and program delivery. Many Catholic school boards have 
numbered among those showing the highest improvement rates as measured by the 
provincial testing program.  

In addition, our Catholic schools and educators have been widely recognized as 
innovators in providing excellent integrated programs and services for students with 
special needs.  

We are not suggesting that graduates of these schools and the educators within them 
escape the weaknesses and woundedness that are part of human life. These young 
people are exposed, however, to a view of the human journey that offers meaning and 
direction.  

Ontario's Catholic schools have maintained that their distinctive educational approach 
offers an ongoing contribution not only to Catholic children and their families but to 
society as a whole.  

Graduates of Catholic schools are active and often outstanding contributors to public life 
in Ontario. As leaders and workers in politics, business, arts, education, health care and 
volunteer services, they make meaningful and important contributions to improving their 
communities. Without a doubt, Catholic education is embedded in the very social fabric 
of Ontario.  

Bernard Murray is president and John Stunt is executive director of the Ontario 
Catholic School Trustees' Association.  



TORONTO STAR, September 25, 2007 

Catholic trustees fight rights group's 'assault' 
By Louise Brown 

Ontario's Catholic school trustees say they will "vigorously" fight any bid to scrap 
Catholic school funding, as proposed by the Canadian Civil Liberties Association.  

Calling the idea "an assault" on public education in the province, the Ontario Catholic 
School Trustees' Association warned any move to remove Catholic funding "would be 
extremely divisive and vigorously opposed by the Catholic community and all 
responsible citizens."  

Citing such big-name graduates as Police Commissioner Julian Fantino, activist Craig 
Kielberger and Premier Dalton McGuinty, association president Bernard Murray said 
Catholic schools have contributed to community life for 160 years and are a "value-
added segment of public education."  

"On behalf of the 650,000 students in Catholic schools - and 2.4 million Catholic school 
ratepayers - I'm really dismayed at the unfortunate proposal."  

The civil liberties association released an open letter to Education Minister Kathleen 
Wynne yesterday suggesting the best way to end the "unfairness" of Queen's Park's 
funding Catholic faith-based schools and no others is to scrap Catholic school funding.  

But the chair of Canada's largest Catholic school board calls the very notion "a shot 
across the bow" - and said he found the proposal "bordered on fear-mongering."  

"We're worried and very concerned," said Oliver Carroll, chair of the Toronto Catholic 
District School Board, citing an "inflammatory" passage in the executive summary that 
reads: 'In living memory, this country jailed thousands of innocent Japanese Canadians, 
denied many aboriginal people the right to vote ... and turned back refugees from 
Hitler's Germany.’  

"There is no reason to believe such behaviour could never again be possible.” Said 
Carroll: "Hitler's Germany? That's stepping over the line.”  

"Why the Civil Liberties Association would drop this kind of talk into the middle of an 
election campaign has me perplexed."  

Lou Rocha of the Catholic Principals' Association of Ontario, said: "Faith- based schools 
are not new - they're how we come to have schools almost anywhere in the world; it's 
often religious people, rather than multinationals, that start educating citizens.  

 
 



TORONTO STAR, HAMILTON SPECTATOR, OTTAWA CITIZEN, NATIONAL POST, 
September 25 – 27, 2007 

“Letter to the Editor”, Catholics will fight Proposal - September 25, 2007 

I speak on behalf of the 650,000 students in Catholic schools, and the 2.4 million 
Catholic school ratepayers who support our system, when I express my deep dismay at 
the assault launched today by the Canadian Civil Liberties Association on Ontario's 
publicly funded Catholic schools. 

For more than 160 years, Ontario's Catholic schools have contributed to Ontario 
community life in co-operation with our public school counterparts. Catholic schools are 
a value-added segment of public education chosen by a million Ontario parents for the 
academic excellence and holistic education that are their hallmarks. Any attempt to 
remove public funding for Catholic schools in Ontario would be extremely divisive and 
would be vigorously opposed by the Catholic community, and indeed all responsible 
citizens.  

Our schools offer education in the Catholic faith tradition to hundreds of thousands of 
students who reflect Ontario's diverse cultures and ethnic groups. Rooted in our history, 
publicly funded Catholic schools are embedded in the social structure and life of our 
province.  

Bernard Murray, President, Ontario Catholic School Trustees' Association, Toronto. 

  


