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Upcoming Events   

 
 
 
OCSTA Seminar for Chairs, Vice Chairs and Directors of Education 
January 11-12, 2008 
Doubletree International Plaza Hotel – Toronto Airport 
655 Dixon Rd., Toronto 
  
Keynote Speaker:  
Pat Daly, Chair, Hamilton-Wentworth CDSB 
Navigators of The Promise: A Call to Catholic School Leadership 
  
Other Session Topics: 

 Effectice Local Lobbying Strategies 
 Declining Enrolment 

For more information, please contact Pam DeNobrega at OCSTA, (416) 932-9460 ext. 34 / 
pdenobrega@ocsta.on.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:pdenobrega@ocsta.on.ca


Dufferin-Peel CDSB Hosts Province-wide Gathering of 
Communicators 

 

 
 
On November 2 representatives from 17 of our Catholic school boards in the province gathered in 
Mississauga at the Dufferin-Peel CDSB to participate in OCSTA’s Annual Seminar for School Board 
Communicators. 
  
Associate Director, Ralph Borrelli brought greetings on behalf of the board and acknowledged the 
important role communicators play in promoting and articulating the Catholic education agenda in 
Ontario. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OCSTA Priorities 
 

 
 
This event offers a rare opportunity for school board communications staff to review and discuss 
provincial education issues and OCSTA priorities with the Association president. Current 
president, Bernard Murray delivered a comprehensive overview of the issues and opportunities 
impacting Catholic education today and some of the steps the Association is taking to engage 
Catholic school communities and strengthen and promote our education partnerships with the 
government, our coterminous boards and Ontarians at large. 
   
  
Our Catholic Schools Provincial Report 
Many Catholic school board communications staff members played a 
pivotal role in the dissemination, promotion and coordination of the 
recent province-wide “Our Catholic Schools” community dialogue.  The 
Institute for Catholic Education (ICE) reviewed the feedback and opinions 
of the more than 10,000 participants who took part in this exercise and 
prepared a report that summarized the key themes and opinions that 
surfaced during this provincial discussion.  
    

ICE Executive Director, Sr. Joan Cronin delivered an insightful 
presentation that not only highlighted key provincial themes, but 
engaged Seminar delegates in a discussion of possible key considerations for the development of 
messaging and strategies that might  address the insights and opinions raised by our school 
communities.   
  
Catholic Education in the Public Forum 



 
 
One of the leading news publications targeted to a Catholic readership in this province (and 
across the country) is The Catholic Register newspaper.  OCSTA was pleased to welcome the 
paper’s publisher and editor, Joe Sinasac as a presenter this year.  Joe discussed the topic 
“Catholic Education in the Public Forum.” 
  
During his presentation, Joe examined the impact of recent public debates around faith-based education 
on the depiction and perception of Catholic education in the media. 
  
This was a well received presentation that provided exceptional insight with respect to the importance of 
working with media to support an accurate public representation of our system. Joe also shared useful 
information about ways in which to reach and monitor perceptions within our own community through The 
Catholic Register.  
  
How to Manage, Monitor and 
Measure Social Media  
The final session for the day was a 
dynamic and very timely presentation on 
how Catholic school boards can harness 
the power of Social Media to reach target 
markets.   
  
Social media includes online/internet 
tools like discussion boards, blogs, the 
YouTube viral video website and 
numerous other online tools that enable 
the user to not only interact with other 
members of the public but to instantly 
become a publisher of content that can 
then be shared with the world-wide-web’s 
millions of users. 
  
In this new world of social media, any individual or group’s opinions can be published as a website or blog 
for free within seconds.  Publishers include students, parents, teachers…and virtually anyone with an 
opinion to promote and computer access.  With the increasing popularity of the internet as a credible 
source for news and information, school boards now have a vast media landscape to monitor and at the 



same time to utilize as a means of reaching important audiences that include parents, students, the 
media and the public at large.   
  
OCSTA invited one of the world’s leading public relations firms, Hill & Knowlton, to share their expertise 
on this important topic. Brendan Hodgson, VP of the firm’s Digital Communications Group and Associate, 
Meghan Warby delivered a very well received presentation that was filled with examples and suggestions 
tailored to the Catholic school board environment. Seminar participants were encouraged to sift through 
the noise of social media and to focus in only on those tools that are credible (trusted) sources and that 
have relevance to our audience. 
  
To view the presentations shared during this Seminar, please visit the Members’ Centre on the OCSTA 
website (www.ocsta.on.ca).  If you cannot locate your login information or have questions, please contact 
Pam DeNobrega at pdenobrega@ocsta.on.ca/ 416-932-9460, ext. 34. 

Premier McGuinty Announces Cabinet Appointments 

 
On October 30, 2007, Lieutenant Governor David Onley swore in the Cabinet of the 39 th Parliament of 
Ontario.  To access the list of Cabinet Ministers and appointed Parliamentary Assistants, please click on 
the following link: 
  
http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/members/members_composite.do?locale=en 
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