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MINISTER WYNNE REAFFIRMS GOVERNMENT'S  

SUPPORT FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AT OCSTA AGM  

 
  

  
 

Minister Wynne addresses AGM delegates 
 
From April 26 – 28, 2007 over 300 trustee delegates and guests gathered at the Fairmont Royal 
York Hotel in Toronto to participate in OCSTA’s 77th Annual General Meeting and Conference. 
  
Key note speaker, Sr. Elizabeth Davis, set the tone for the Conference as she spoke about the 
significance of Catholic education leadership today.  She considered some of the key goals of 
Catholic school board leaders, examining how these goals relate to the personal advancement 
of each student, contribute to the moral and economic health of society, and nurture growth in 
the Gospel. 
  
The April 27th Annual General Meeting provided a timely opportunity for members to review the 
work of the Association and the key issues facing Catholic school boards today.  During the 
President’s Address, Bernard Murray touched on some of the priority initiatives of the 
Association. OCSTA continues to lobby the government to address outdated benchmarks in the 
funding formula.  Special education, transportation and capital projects are some of the board 
budget items that remain under-funded and continue to create significant challenges for boards.  
OCSTA’s president also discussed declining enrollment and its significant impact on board 



budgets, planning and operations. The Association has recommended to the government that 
they establish a taskforce to examine this issue and to develop long-term strategic solutions to 
this current problem.  
  
Decreasing resources resulting from a decline in enrollment has led to the re-emergence of 
Catholic school opponents and the call for the elimination of Catholic schools. A handful of 
public boards across the province have passed motions to support the formation of “one school 
system.”  This position is being advanced under the unsubstantiated assumption that savings 
would be realized through the elimination of our system.  This and other misleading 
assumptions have been highlighted and countered in an OCSTA created resource document 
that was shared with boards.  This document was designed to provide Catholic school boards 
with messaging and information to help counter these assertions locally, in the media and/or 
public forums, as needed. 
  
Over the past year the Association has launched a number of proactive initiatives to help 
engage and prepare Catholic school communities to effectively articulate and promote the role, 
significance and contributions of Catholic schools to Ontario’s culturally rich and diverse 
communities. 
  
The “Our Catholic Schools” provincial dialogue, which was first launched in 1999 and re-
launched last fall, engaged thousands of parents, students, teachers, staff, clergy and other 
Catholic school supporters across the province in an important discussion about Catholic 
education and its central role in the life of our Catholic community. 
  
The Association has focused new attention on Ontario legislators in an effort to inform and 
engage our political leaders about the essential role, contribution and significance of Catholic 
education in Ontario communities (see OCSTA Lobby Day story below). 
  
Promoting and protecting Catholic education is the mission of OCSTA.  During his address, 
OCSTA’s President emphasized that the success of the Association’s efforts is reflected in the 
vibrancy of our system today and the government support we continue to enjoy. Catholic 
schools educate over one third of the province’s students from kindergarten to Gr. 12 
(approximately 670,000) and the government and all major parties have all publicly stated their 
strong support for Catholic education.  
  
Following the President’s Address, and the delegates review and discussion of 2007 AGM 
resolutions, the membership welcomed the Minister of Education, the Hon. Kathleen Wynne.  
Minister Wynne received a standing ovation for her emphatic and unqualified support for 
Catholic education in Ontario.  She also received strong approval for acknowledging Catholic 
schools as leaders in Character Education.   The Minister went on to discuss current priorities in 
our school system, noting the important impact of declining enrolment on the life of school board 
communities.  She emphasized that this was an important issue for the education sector and 
added that discussions on this topic now need take place within a more urgent context. 
  
A significant highlight of the 2007 OCSTA AGM & Conference was the celebration of Mass by 
His Grace, the Most Reverend Thomas Collins, Archbishop of Toronto and concelebrants the 
Most Reverend John Boissonneau, Auxiliary Bishop of Toronto and Father Pat Fitzpatrick, 
OCSTA Chaplain. 
  



All liturgical celebrations featured the talents and contributions of the students and staff of the 
Toronto Catholic District School Board.  OCSTA is pleased to acknowledge the exceptional 
support of the following schools, choirs and individuals from this board: 
  
Joan Daly-Martin, Adult Faith Animator 
Ralph Peter, Coordinator, Religious Education and Family Life 
Bernadine Nelligan, Program Coordinator for the Arts 
Trustees on the planning committee:  Oliver Carroll, Catherine LeBlanc Miller, Ann Andrachuk, 
and Angela Kennedy 
Kevin Kobus, Director of Education 
Isabelle Di Taranto, Executive Assistant – Director/Chair’s Office 
Mary Rocca, Administrative Assistant, Corporate Services and Communications 
Mary-Jo Deighan, Coordinator – Communications 
Mary-Eileen Donovan, Retired Superintendent of Education 
St. Michael’s Choir School and Choir Director, Jerzy Cichocki 
VOCE Children’s Choir and Choir Director Anne Bolger (Retired Teacher) 
Liturgical Dancers:  Katrina Strong, Chelsea Boyda and Justine Glacier (Fr. John Redmond 
Catholic Secondary School) 
Cardinal Carter Academy for the Arts Chamber String Ensemble, Entertainment Directors: 
Jolanta Hickey. 
  
Election Results: 
  
Following are the 2007 OCSTA AGM Election Results: 
  
Region 1:         Peter Delguidice, Northeastern CDSB – Acclaimed 
Region 2:         Paul Landry, Kenora CDSB – Elected 
Region 3:         Sandra Svenkeson, Superior North CDSB - Acclaimed 
Region 4:         Marino Gazzola, Wellington CDSB – Elected 
Region 5:         Linda Ward, St. Clair CDSB – Elected 
Region 9:         Suzanne Youngs, Parry Sound RCSSB– Elected 
Region 10:       Nancy Kirby, CDSB of Eastern Ontario– Acclaimed 
Region 11:       Alice Anne LeMay– Acclaimed 
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Election "scrutineers" are ready... 

 

Delegates and guests seated before Mass 

  

OCSTA Directors - Commissioning Ceremony Raising money for Newfoundland 

Catholic schools - delegates show items 

purchased during the Silent Auction. L-r: 

York CDSB: Director of Education, 

Susan LaRosa, Trustee Carol Cotton, 

Trustee Ann Stong, Board Chair and 

OCSTA Director, Elizabeth Crowe with 

fellow OCSTA Director Nancy Kirby 

(CDSB of Eastern Ontario). 

  

2007 OCSTA Trustee Merit Award Recipient 

Louise Ervin with OCSTA President Bernard 

Murray. 

2007 OCSTA Special Award Recipient 

Carol Devine. 



 

Right: Dennis Peroni and Toronto CDSB trustee, Sal Piccininni with Illusionist 
Brian Michaels (centre). 

2007 OCSTA/OCSBOA Finance Seminar Pictures 

 
 

  

Wally Easton, President, OCSBOA                            Peter Lauwers, Miller Thomson with Jack 

Ammendolia, 

Watson & Associates Economists 



  

  

 
  

MINISTER MEETS WITH OCSTA FIRST NATIONS TRUSTEES 

  

 
On April 26th,  members of the OCSTA First Nations Trustees Advisory Council met with Minister of 
Education, Kathleen Wynne and her staff to discuss Council questions and concerns regarding the 
implementation of the Aboriginal Education Policy Framework. 
  
Questions discussed focused on self-identification policies, the establishment of Native Advisory 
committees, special education and the sustainability of the Aboriginal Education Policy framework. 
  
The Minister and her staff confirmed that this initiative reflects a fundamental and structural change to the 
way Aboriginal education issues are addressed.  Sustainability will be supported by the fact that there is a 
place for Aboriginal education in the funding formula and progress will be monitored through the newly 
established Aboriginal Education Office, which will be reporting on the initial outcomes of this initiative in 
2009. 
  
The issue of a sustainable and effective self identification process remains an important one for the 
Council.   Ministry staff confirmed that they are conducting consultations with parents and school boards 
to highlight and discuss issues, concerns and strategies.  The self identification process will be an activity 
that will be managed at the board level. 
  
The Minister acknowledged Council concerns around the impact of special education funding cut backs 
and the current high incidence rates among First Nations students.  She added that the Ministry is 
concerned about and looking into all the internal and external factors having impact on incidence rates. 
  
The Minister clarified questions around the role and establishment of Native Advisory Committees, as 
outlined in the Aboriginal Policy Framework.  She explained that such committees are not mandated but 
have an effective role in supporting success and should be considered a resource that is established at 
the Board level. 
  
Council member Conrad Bobiwash noted that this meeting has historic significance bringing together First 
Nations school trustees and the government to discuss an important education policy that will have 
impact on the future for Aboriginal children and youth in Ontario.  
  
Participants in this meeting included OCSTA FNTAC members: Conrad Bobiwash (Huron-Superior 
CDSB), Judy Manitowabi (Nipissing-Parry Sound CDSB), Phillip Pelletier (Thunder Bay CDSB), and 
Sandra Svenkeson (OCSTA Director); OCSTA staff, John Stunt (Executive Director) and Sharon 
McMillan (Co-ordinator Communications); Minister of Education, the Hon. Kathleen Wynne and Ministry 
staff:  Annie Appleby, John O’Leary, Michelle Despault, Michelle Braackman (Aboriginal Education 
Office), and Audrey Lawrence (Aboriginal Education Office). 
  

  

 
 
 



OCSTA LOBBY DAY AT QUEEN'S PARK 

 

 
  

  
On April 18th, OCSTA staff and a team of 13 trustees journeyed to Queen’s Park to meet with 23 
MPP’s representing all three major provincial parties.  During these meetings OCSTA delegates 
discussed the distinctiveness of Catholic education and the important contributions that Catholic 
schools are making to the life and culture of Ontario communities.  
  
OCSTA’s Lobby Day was initiated to increase the awareness and understanding of Ontario’s 
MPP’s in regard to Catholic education and to generate and promote ongoing support for our 
system.  Feedback from these meetings was extremely positive.  The Association is pleased 
with the strong show of support that representatives witnessed not only during these small 
discussions with MPPs but in the House as well.  
  
OCSTA appreciates the exceptional leadership and participation of our Queen’s Park 
Delegation team: Oliver Carroll (Toronto CDSB), Elizabeth Crowe (York CDSB); Tony da Silva 
(Dufferin-Peel CDSB), Peter Delguidice (Northeastern CDSB), Louise Ervin (Waterloo CDSB), 
Wilf Garrah (Algonquin Lakeshore CDSB), Betty-Ann Kealey (Ottawa CSB), Nancy Kirby (CDSB 
of Eastern Ontario), Alice Anne LeMay (Halton CDSB), Bernard Murray (Huron-Perth CDSB), 
Paula Peroni (Sudbury CDSB), Linda Ward (St. Clair CDSB) and Paul C. Whitehead (London 
DCSB). 
  
The OCSTA Lobby Day at Queen’s Park was capped off with an OCSTA hosted reception for 
MPP’s in the Main Legislative Building.  We were pleased to have Minister Wynne at this 
reception to deliver greetings and to reaffirm her government’s strong support of publicly funded 
Catholic education. 
  
Among the special guests at this reception was His Grace, the Most Reverend Thomas Collins, 
Archbishop of Toronto, whose leadership and support for Catholic education is a great 
inspiration to our community.  Several Ministers and other MPPs from all three political parties 
visited the reception throughout the evening.  The Association was pleased to have in 
attendance of the following Catholic student trustees: Ihor Korbabicz, Carolina Spagnuolo, 
Nathan Caldwell, Stephanie Polgar and Vincenzo Mazza. 
  
In order to provide MPP’s with a glimpse of the distinctive and exceptional work being done in 
our Catholic schools, the Association invited four school boards to represent our system at this 
reception.  Each board put together an exceptional trade show quality display.  OCSTA wishes 
to thank the following boards for their participation in the OCSTA Lobby Day Reception: 
  
Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario: 
Trustee Ron Eamer, Director of Education, Bill Gartland; Communications Manager, Bob 
Perreault; and Superintendent of Human Resources and Religious Education, Margaret Shea 
Lawrence 
  
London District Catholic School Board: 
Communications Manager, John Boles and Principal, Ted Gorski 
  
Northeastern Catholic District School Board 



Director of Education, Paul Toffanelo and Community Relations Officer, Lynne Fecteau 
  
York Catholic District School Board 
Director of Education, Susan LaRosa; Associate Director of Corporate Services, John Sabo; 
and Superintendents Jeremy Hill and Patricia Preston  
  
To support the momentum generated by this effort and to engage and inform our political 
leaders about Catholic education, the Association has encouraged each member board to meet 
with local MPP’s and to share information about the community contributions and 
distinctiveness of their local Catholic schools.  OCSTA reference and messaging materials were 
emailed to all boards on April 25. 
  

  

l.-r.: Wilf Garrah (Algonquin Lakeshore 

CDSB), Paula Peroni (OCSTA VP, Sudbury 

CDSB), Oliver Carroll (OCSTA Director, 

Toronto CDSB) 

OCSTA President Bernard Murray with 

Minister of Education, The Hon. Kathleen 

Wynne. 

 

 

MPP Rosario Marchese (NDP Education 

Critic) with OCSTA Director, Linda Ward (St. 

Clair CDSB). 

CDSB of Eastern Ontario Booth - l.-r.: Bill 

Gartland, Director of Education; Margaret Shea 

Lawrence, Superintendent, HR and Religious 

Education; Trustees Nancy Kirby and Ron 

Eamer. 



  

l.-r.: London DCSB Student Trustee,Vincenzo Mazza; Minister 
Wynne; OCSTA President, Bernard Murray. 

l.-r.: Waterloo CDSB trustee, Louise Ervin, 

Bernard Murray and  The Hon. Donna 

Cansfield, Minister of Transporation. 

  

Minister Wynne with York CDSB Director of 

Education, Susan LaRosa 

OCSTA Director, Peter DelGuidice 

(Northeastern CDSB) with NCDSB Community 

Relations Officer, Lynne Fecteau 

  

Archbishop Thomas Collins(second from 

left) with OCSTA Directors (l.-r.) Tony Da 

Silva (Dufferin-Peel CDSB) Peter DelGuidice 

(Northeastern CDSB) and Algonquin 

Lakeshore CDSB Trustee, Wilf Garrah. 

OCSTA Past President, Paul C. Whitehead (l.), 

Archbishop Thomas Collins (c.) with The 

Hon. Chris Bentley, Minister of Training, 

Colleges and Universities. 

  
   

  

  



  

  

  

OCSTA IN THE NEWS 

    

 
As reported in the Catholic Register, April 24, 2007 
Crowd comes out in support of Catholic education in Ontario 
  
BY MICHAEL SWAN  
The Catholic Register  
TORONTO  

 
About 500 Catholic parents, pastors and teachers in Toronto staked a claim on the future of 
Catholic schools in the last of a province-wide series of consultations by the Institute for Catholic 
Education seeking community insight into future directions for Catholic education in Ontario. 
  
The April 17 crowd was clearly a surprise to overwhelmed administrators at the  Toronto 
Catholic District School Board who scrambled to find space for all those who wanted their say 
on the “value and future of Catholic education.” 
 
The big draw for the Tuesday night crowd was Toronto’s still new Archbishop Thomas Collins. 
 
Collins warmed up the audience with his own recollections and reflections on 26 years of 
Catholic education in Guelph and London, Ont. He urged people to seek “wisdom and fervour 
going into the future.” 
 
The value and distinctive feature of Catholic education is that it is about more than utilitarian job 
training or the transmission of data to students. A truly Catholic education puts students in sync 
with their identity and heritage, said the archbishop. 
 
“The lips speak to the ears, the heart speaks to the heart,” he said. 
 
He also emphasized to the crowd that Catholic schools aren’t the exclusive property of 
Catholics, but a gift of the Catholic community to the whole of society. 
 
“It’s a powerful, beautiful thread that runs through the whole community of Ontario.”  
 
Organizer Robert Selvadurai of the Toronto Association of Parents in Catholic Education said 
he was not entirely surprised, but still gratified, to see so many, including retired people who 
don’t have children in schools, coming out to have a say and learn more about the political and 
financial challenges facing the system. 
 
“They understood there is something they needed to come here and find out about,” said 
Selvadurai. 
 
Many of those in attendance felt it was necessary to rally support for the schools in case 
politicians or independent campaigners start calling for amalgamating the Catholic and public 
school boards. 
 

http://www.tcdsb.org/
http://www.tcdsb.org/


“I think it (Catholic education) is under threat,” said Patricia Cassaldo. 
 
“Look what happened in Newfoundland,” chimed in Rosalie Marcelino-Mukai. 
 
Setting the tone for discussions, veteran  TCDSB administrator Angelo Bolotta outlined a series 
of external forces working against Catholic education. His list included: 

 funding disparities which force Catholic school trustees to shift money around to pay for 
chaplains, religious education and chapels;  

 declining infrastructure;  
 the 1999 United Nations ruling that public funding for Catholic schools is unfair unless 

other religious communities are extended the same benefit;  
 calls among some French Catholic and French public school boards for reconfiguring 

education in Ontario along language lines rather than religion;  
 public perceptions that Catholic schools really aren’t significantly different from public 

schools; and  
continued calls for confederated school boards from organizations such as the Ontario 
Secondary School Teachers’ Federation. 
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