
 

  

January 19, 2007 
  

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
  

OCSTA Labour Relations Seminar 
Friday, March 2, 2007 
Doubletree International Plaza Hotel 
Keynote Address: Steve Wilson, Mathews Dinsdale and Clark, LLP 
Topics to be discussed include: 
           Human Rights, Workplace Accommodation and Arbitration Case Law 

  
Visit the OCSTA website at www.ocsta.on.cato view more program and registration 
details for the Labour Relations Seminar or contact Pam Denobrega at OCSTA, (416)932-
9460, ext. 34, pdenobrega@ocsta.on.ca.  
  
  

FAITH DEVELOPMENT, EDUCATION LEADERSHIP HIGHLIGHT 

PROVINCIAL EVENT FOR CATHOLIC TRUSTEES  
   

 

 

 

Over 180 trustees and board staff gathered in Toronto last week for OCSTA’s New Trustees’ 

Seminar, at the Doubletree International Plaza Hotel.   

  

Minister of Education, The Hon. Kathleen Wynne, delivered the opening address.  During her 

presentation she highlighted the government’s progress in areas such as the small class size 

initiative, graduation rates, parent involvement and stakeholder relationships. 

  

Delegates directed many questions to the Minister around funding adequacy and the timing of 

the 2007-08 grant announcements.   In response, the Minister relayed the government’s desire 

to release the budget as early as possible – hopefully before the end of March – and to keep 
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stakeholders regularly informed and updated on current funding issues.  Minister Wynne 

referred to the December meeting between herself and Chairs as an example of her 

commitment to keeping the sector informed.  

  

According to the Minister, one of the major challenges facing the education system today is 

declining enrolment.  She further stated that there would be serious discussion on this issue in 

the months ahead.  OCSTA welcomes this announcement as it echoes a recommendation 

contained in our 2006 Finance Brief that requested that the government strike a taskforce to 

examine the impact of declining enrolment in school boards and recommend long-term 

strategies to deal with this issue.  

  

In addition to questions about the budget, delegates queried the Minister about various 

initiatives including the new Aboriginal Educational Policy Framework.  The Minister was asked 

whether there would be sufficient resources directed to this initiative to ensure successful 

implementation and outcomes.  The Minister indicated that there will be funding to support the 

policy framework.  She added that there is a need to hold a parallel discussion on this issue with 

the Federal government to ensure that all Aboriginal students’ educational needs are met 

through adequately funded measures.  



  

Keynote Address 

OCSTA Director of Catholic Education, Noel Martin delivered a presentation on the Seminar 

theme “Speak up for Catholic Education”. This 1.5 hour presentation/workshop provided 

trustees with an insightful and inspirational look at the distinctive role of the Catholic Trustee. 

  

Trustees were asked to examine their role as Catholics, stewards, promoters and politicians 

within the context of today’s environment and the secular push of modern society.  Through a 

review of our history, Noel highlighted the important role of Catholic trustees in the protection 

and promotion of a system that has been in existence for more than 160 years.  His 

presentation emphasized how our existence, is owed to the clergy, trustees, parents and 

students who passionately spoke up for Catholic education when it was needed most.   

  

Trustees were encouraged to look for opportunities in their parish and wider communities to 

recognize and promote Catholic education.  To support trustees’ communication efforts, the 

Association is doing a number of things this year, including hosting a Lobby Day at Queen’s 

Park to make our legislators aware of the achievements and purpose of Catholic schools in 

Ontario communities.  The Association is also continuing its tradition of sponsoring the annual 

Catholic Education Week promotion which will take place April 29 – May 4, 2007. 

  

“Catholic Education Week is an opportunity to place the existence, the value, the story, the 

importance of Catholic education in front of the people of this Province, and most especially in 

front of our Catholic community,” said Noel. 

  

OCSTA 2007 Priorities 

OCSTA President, Bernard Murray, discussed the role of OCSTA as a lobby group and 

resource for Catholic education and Catholic school board leadership.  He then highlighted the 

key priorities for the Association including recommendations from the November 2006 Finance 

Brief to the government.   

All presentations that were delivered at the Seminar, including the president’s report, can be 

viewed on and downloaded from the OCSTA website.  Please visit the OCSTA home page at 

www.ocsta.on.caand click on “Resources” to access the link to OCSTA presentations.   

  

Other presentations from the two-day New Trustees’ Seminar include: 
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           Courage to Serve – Spiritual Formation Program (Facilitators: Karen Connolly (Simcoe 

Muskoka CDSB) and Michael Saver (Toronto CDSB) 

           Understanding the Funding Formula, Jim Hardy, OCSTA Policy Advisor – Finance 

           Goals for the Soul – Student Trustee Workshop,  Greg Rogers, Toronto CDSB 

           Current Ministry Initiatives, Dr. Ben Levin, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Education 

           Conflict of Interest, Hugh Kelly, Q.C., Miller Thomson LLP 

           Clarifying the Legal Role of the Trustee, Staff and “The Board”, Dolores Barbini and 

Michael Hines, Hicks Morley Hamilton Stewart Storie LLP 

  

OCSTA wishes to express our sincere appreciation to our presider at Mass, Father Pat 

Fitzpatrick (OCSTA Chaplain) and musical director, Ralph Peter from the Toronto CDSB, 

  



  

  

Snapshots from the 2007 New Trustees’ Seminar: 

  

  

  

  

OCSTA President, Bernard Murray, presents the 

"Catholic Schools" poster to Minister Wynne. 

L. - R.: Bernard Murray, Minister Wynne, John Stunt 

(OCSTA Executive Director) 

  

Judy Manitowabi, trustee, Nipissing-Parry Sound 

CDSB 

Ministry of Education Political staff 

Michelle Despault (l.) and Amy Olmstead (r.) 

with OCSTA Director of Legislative and Political 

Affairs, Carol Devine (centre). 

  



  

OCSTA Director of Catholic Education, Noel Martin. Courage to Serve facilitators Michael Saver (left) 

and Karen Connolly (seated). 

  

York Catholic DSB: Exec. Superintendent, 

Patricia Preston (far left) with trustees (l.-r): 

Carol Cotton, Elizabeth Crowe (Chair), 

Susan LaRosa (Dir. of Education), Marlene Mogado 

back row - Dino Giuliani, and Victor Schiralli. 

Algonquin Lakeshore Catholic DSB trustees:  

(l. - r.) Michael Schmitt, Jim Kennelly, 

Kathy Turkington and Wilf Garrah (Chair). 



  

Chair of the Catholic DSB of Eastern Ontario, 

Ron Eamer (left) with Director of Education for the 

Toronto Catholic DSB Kevin Kobus. 

OCSTA Vice President, Paula Peroni with husband, 

Dennis. 

  

Ottawa-Carlton Catholic DSB trustees  

Kathy Ablett (l.) and Katalin Sheskay (r.) with the  

Board's Director of Education, Jamie McCracken. 

London District Catholic School Board: (l.-r.) 

Vincenzo Mazza (Student Trustee),  

Bill Hall (Trustee), Sandra Cruz (Trustee), 

Paul Whitehead (Chair), Corrie Gicante 

(Superintendent) and Doreen Whitehead. 

  

  



  

 

 

Each year the Catholic community of Ontario engages in a week-long celebration of the unique 

identity and distinctive contributions of Catholic education during Catholic Education Week. This 

year’s celebration entitled “Created in the image of God” is scheduled for the week of April 

29 – May 4, 2007. For a number of years the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ 

Association(OCSTA) has developed and distributed a school-based Resource Kit of activities, 

prayer services and suggested resources based on the theme of the particular year. The 

Resource Kit is sent to Catholic school communities early in the year to assist them in their 

Catholic Education Week activities.  

  

In order to help all Catholic educational partners engage in prayer and dialogue in preparation 

for Catholic Education Week 2007, OCSTA has also for the last number of years prepared an 

Advance Kit of prayer services and reflection activities. Unlike the Resource Kit that is designed 

for students, the Advance Kit, sent early in the school year, is designed to help adult groups 

(trustees, school board staff, school staff groups, parent groups, parish groups, associations, 

etc.) prepare for Catholic Education Week with prayer services and reflection activities 

beginning in Advent and concluding in the month before Catholic Education Week.  

  

The Advance Kit has five prayer and reflection activities for these five months, each activity 

reflecting one of the five sub-themes of Catholic Education Week:  

  

1. Advent - “Created Sacred” 
2. January - “Created Essentially Good” 
3. February - “Created Uniquely Gifted” 
4. March – “Created Alive in the Spirit” 
5. April - “Created for One Another” 

  

How can the Advance Kit be used in a local Catholic educational community?  

  

Each service may be used to begin a meeting or gathering, or to provide an opportunity for the 

adult partners in a local Catholic education community to discuss the themes.  



Each prayer service includes:  

  
†        prayers that reflect the theme;  
†        a scripture reading that connects with the theme;  
†        a personal reflection related to the Scripture reading;  
†        a theme-related reading taken from contemporary Catholic spiritual writings;  
†        questions for discussion or reflection based on that reading  

  

The Advance Kit is a gift to be adapted and utilized in whatever way suits the needs of your 

local community. Educators, staff and parent groups in the school community are encouraged to 

contact their board office or board religious education consultant to obtain a copy of this kit.   

Kits may also be downloaded directly from the OCSTA website’s “Catholic Education Week” 

page located at www.ocsta.on.ca.  For more information, please call Noel Martin, OCSTA 

Director of Catholic Education, at (416) 932-9460, ext. 25.   

  

Following is an examination of the 2007 CEW theme that may enhance individual and group 

reflection on what it means to be Created in the Image of God.  

  

By Noel Martin, OCSTA Director of Catholic Education 

  

God created humankind in His image, in the image of God He created them; male and female, He 

created them.  God saw everything that He had made, and indeed, it was very good. 

Genesis 1:27, 31 

  

“Made in God’s image” – that is the sublimity and the quintessential dignity of the human 

person.  Regardless of race, creed, colour, political or financial status, each human person is 

created in God’s image and is intrinsically entitled to the respect and dignity accruing to that 

reality.  The Pope in Rome, the chief executive in her office, the teacher in the classroom, the 

young person on the hockey rink, the surgeon at the operating table, the homeless person 

under the overpass equally share the dignity of being created ‘in God’s image’.  God not only 

created human beings ‘in God’s image’, but God appraised that creation and found it “very 

good!”  The beauty and immensity of this truth has profound consequences for each of us – to 

ourselves, to one another, and to the created universe. 

  

To be created in God’s image means, first of all, a profound respect for oneself.  It implies for 

each of us an obligation to nurture and develop the talents with which we were blessed.  It 
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means a respect for our entire humanity, so that we do not willfully subject ourselves to life 

threatening circumstances, or abuses that may inflict grievous injury or mental harm on us. 

  

Finding God’s image in our neighbour is not always the easiest of tasks.  Our human nature 

often has us see the warts and the wrinkles before recognizing the image of God that stands 

before us.  Since relationships are such an essential part of who we are as practicing Catholic 

Christians, then perceiving the divine imagery in those with whom we relate is paramount in our 

loyalty to the Gospel message of “loving our neighbour as we love ourselves. (Mark 12:31) 

Character development has always been an integral part of Catholic Education.  It’s source lies 

in that most profound and optimistic of truths – we are all created “in God’s image”.  Our 

schools, in their images and icons, must constantly reflect this reality. 

  

Our equal creation in God’s image, - female-male; young-old and all in-between is the 

foundation of the mutual respect and reverence with which we must view each other.  This truth 

gives the lie to the age long perception that ‘some are more equal than others’.  When God 

created us ‘a little less than the angels’ (Psalm 8:5), God did not specify or imply that there were 

any exceptions.  Not only did God create us, God gave us a commission to be faithful stewards 

of Creation.  And since we are mortal beings, our responsibility is to maintain, foster and 

transmit the gift of creation to our children and to our children’s children.  Furthermore, as St. 

Teresa of Avila has told us “God has no hands but ours” to continue the work of creation. 

For Catholics, the invisible God of Creation is made visible in Jesus Christ, who as St. Paul tells 

us in his letter to the Colossians, “is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation”; 

(Colossians 1:15).  Our Catholic Education, firmly rooted in the Gospel Values of Jesus, should 

be the mirror that reflects to the world around us a vibrant image of a God who created us, 

called us in love, and remains faithful. 

  

For more information, please contact: Noel Martin, OCSTA, 416-932-9460, ext. 25. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



OCSTA IN THE NEWS           
  

 

 

 

From the TorontoStar, Saturday, January 13, 2007 

No promises to save small schools 

Plummeting enrolment in parts of Ontario means communities are going to have to get creative 

if they want to keep their local school open, Education Minister Kathleen Wynne told a meeting 

of trustees in Toronto yesterday.  

  

The province, which just lifted its moratorium on school closings, won't promise to keep small 

schools open at all costs, Wynne told about 150 members of the Ontario Catholic School 

Trustees' Association.  

  

"The solutions are going to be local," Wynne later said. "There are parts of this province where 

there are public libraries located in school buildings. We need to be looking at all of those 

solutions."  

  

Trustees say it costs just as much to run, heat and staff a half- empty school as it does to run a 

full one. While boards do get some cash to offset dwindling enrolment, it's a struggle to keep 

smaller schools open since funding largely depends on the number of pupils.  

  

Bernard Murray, president of the Catholic trustee association, said schools in northern 

communities and around Sarnia have been hit particularly hard as families move away after 

losing jobs in the lumber industry and oil refineries.  

  

"That may be the only school in the area," Murray said. "There has to be a way of setting up 

funding that will allow those schools to operate."  

  

NDP Leader Howard Hampton said small schools deserve special protection - something the 

Liberals promised to provide when they were elected.  


