
 

   

  

 

January 5, 2007 

 

Semi-monthly news updates for OCSTA members and partners in Catholic Education  

  

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

  

OCSTA New Trustees’ Seminar 

Friday January 12 – Saturday January 13, 2007 

Doubletree International Plaza Hotel  

  

  

Address by the Minister of Education, 
The Honourable Kathleen Wynne 
(note schedule change – the Minister will address delegates on January 12, 9:00 a.m.)  

NEW: Understanding the Funding Formula presented by Jim Hardy, OCSTA  
 

Courage to Serve Faith Development Seminar, presented by 

Karen Connolly and Michael Saver  



Clarifying the Role of the Trustee, Staff and “The Board”, presented by  
Hicks Morley Hamilton Stewart Storie LLP  

Visit the OCSTA website at www.ocsta.on.ca to view more program and registration details for the New 

Trustees’ Seminar or contact Pam Denobrega at OCSTA, (416)932-9460, ext. 34, 
pdenobrega@ocsta.on.ca 

 

Labour Relations Seminar 
Friday, March 2, 2007 

Doubletree International Plaza Hotel  

Keynote speaker: Steven Wilson, Partner, Mathews, Dinsdale & Clark, LLP  

Registration information will be announced in the coming weeks. Watch the OCSTA website for details 

www.ocsta.on.ca . 

 

  

OCSTA AND OPSBA JOINTLY RESPOND TO DRAFT AODA CUSTOMER SERVICE 

STANDARD  

 

The provincial government continues to move ahead with implementation of the Accessibility for 

Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005. Accessibility standards for the public and private sector in the areas 

of customer service, transportation, information and communications, the built environment and 

employment will be drafted by Standards Development Committees.  

The Initial Proposed Customer Service Standard was made available for review and comment in 

December 2006. The draft standard covers goods and services delivered in person, by telephone, 

electronically or by mail, using oral, visual or written means via employees, volunteers or third parties. 

School boards are included in the class of organizations that have 3 years to meet the Standards from the 

date of their adoption. 

Organizations in this group must maintain policies, processes and practices to deliver accessible 

customer service. They must identify and remove barriers, prevent creation of new barriers, and, where 

barriers still exist, provide equivalent customer service. Policies have to be documented, communicated 

to employees, training has to be provided and records kept of such training. 

OCSTA and OPSBA staff members have been in close contact regarding the new Accessibility legislation 

and its impact on school boards. OPSBA’s written response to the Ministry of Community and Social 

Services on this matter was endorsed by OCSTA and a jointly signed document, including OCSTA’s 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/
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contribution, was forwarded to the Ministry. The full text of the joint response, as well as the text of the 

Initial Proposed Customer Service Standard is available on the OCSTA website at the following location: 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/pdf/OPSBA-

OCSTA%20Brief%20AODA%20Customer%20Service%20Standard%20-%20dec%2018-06.pdf 

MEETING WITH FINANCE OFFICIALS – MINISTRY OF EDUCATION  

 

On December 14, Carol Devine, OCSTA Director, Legislative and Political Affairs, Jim Hardy, OCSTA Senior 

Policy Advisor-Finance and Wally Easton, President of the Ontario Catholic School Business Officials’ 

Association, met with Assistant Deputy Minister for the Ministry of Education, Nancy Naylor and senior 

officials from the Ministry’s Finance Branch to discuss OCSTA’s 2006 Finance Brief.  

OCSTA was able to explain and illustrate the funding concerns of Catholic school boards. Our 

recommendations were duly noted by Ministry staff and will be taken into consideration in discussions 

leading up to the 2007-08 grants which are expected to be released in March. 

Note: OCSTA will be participating in the Pre-budget Consultation in Hamilton on January 29, 2007. 

Recommendations from the 2006 Finance Brief will be highlighted during that presentation. To view the 

finance brief please visit the OCSTA website or click on the following link 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/pdf/Finance%20Brief%20Nov.17-06.pdf. 

For more information, please contact: Carol Devine, OCSTA, 416-932-9460, ext. 24.  

ACCESS COPYRIGHT UPDATE  

 

The following update was included in a recent memo to OCSTA Member Boards from Carol Devine  

Some years ago Canadian education jurisdictions in all Provinces and Territories, with the exception of 

Quebec, entered into a pan-Canadian agreement with CANCOPY (now Access Copyright) which enables 

teachers and others involved with JK-12 education to photocopy certain materials without having to obtain 

permission of the copyright holders or pay a transactional tariff. The most recent license expired on August 

31, 2004.  

At that time, Access Copyright and representatives of the Council of Ministers of Education’s (MEC) Copyright 

Consortium began discussions aimed at an agreement on the terms and conditions of a new license. During 

that process, however, Access Copyright decided to exercise the option of requesting the Copyright Board of 

Canada to set a tariff. Access Copyright agreed that the license in place would remain in effect under the same 

terms and conditions until a final decision is made by the Copyright Board on the tariff proposed by Access 

Copyright. 

In preparation for hearings on their request Access Copyright conducted a survey in several schools 

throughout the jurisdictions to determine the volume and type of materials photocopied in educational 

institutions. Access Copyright has now encountered technical difficulties in dealing with the survey data that 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/pdf/OPSBA-OCSTA%20Brief%20AODA%20Customer%20Service%20Standard%20-%20dec%2018-06.pdf
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it collected. The preparation and submission of their case has been delayed. The Copyright Board has taken 

the unusual step of changing the dates for the hearing. 

Access Copyright was to submit its case in early December 2006 and the hearing is scheduled to begin June 

12, 2007, for three weeks. The decision will likely come down some time in 2008. 

In the interim, current licensing provisions will continue. 

For more information, please contact: Carol Devine, OCSTA, 416-932-9460, ext. 24.  

OCSTA MEETS WITH ABORIGINAL EDUCATION OFFICE STAFF  

 

On December 13, 2006, OCSTA president, Bernard Murray and Executive Director, John Stunt met with 

representatives from the Ministry of Education’s Aboriginal Education Office (AEO). New director of this 

office, Elayne Bigwin, and Senior Policy and Research Officer, Michelle Braakman, provided an overview 

of the office’s structure and current priorities.  

The AEO has a staff of five and Aboriginal education officers have been appointed to the Ministry’s 

regional office’s in Sudbury, North Bay, Thunder Bay and Barrie. OCSTA was informed that the 

government will be moving ahead with the Aboriginal Education Policy Framework. This framework was 

released in draft form for province-wide consultation last spring. At that time OCSTA met with members of 

its First Nations Trustees Advisory Council members to review the framework and prepared a response 

based on feedback from that discussion.  

The priorities of the Aboriginal Education Office include:  

 Working with boards to develop aboriginal self-identification policies. The AEO will develop 
resource documents for school boards to be released this year. These documents will contain 
best practices for having aboriginal families identify themselves through the school registration 
process. Through the self-identification process resources will be directed to support 
improvements in aboriginal student achievement. School boards will be required to submit 
proposals for funding of self-identification programs.  

 Teacher Education  
 Curriculum resources for aboriginal education.  

For more information please contact: John Stunt, OCSTA, 416-932-9460, ext. 22.  

NEW PROVINCIAL PARENT BOARD  

 

The Minister of Education recently announced the creation of a new Provincial Parent Board. A year ago 

the Ministry of Education introduced a new Parent Involvement Policy to create a more welcoming 

environment for parents in the education system. This initiative stems from that effort.  

The new 20-member Parent Board will provide advice to the Minister to ensure that parent involvement 

programs are successfully implemented across Ontario. In addition, the board will monitor the state of 



parent involvement in the school system and the effectiveness of parent involvement initiatives province-

wide. 

Applications are now being accepted for membership on this board. Representation on this panel is to 

include:  

 Parents from Ontario’s four public education systems (English Catholic, French Catholic, English 
public, and French public)  

 Individuals with varied experience (for example, experience on school council)  
 Members who reflect Ontario’s diversity  
 A broad cross section of communities (for example, rural and urban)  

To ensure our Catholic school system is adequately represented, OCSTA encourages boards to direct 

any interested parents, especially those on your Catholic school councils, to follow the “Parents” links on 

the Ministry of Education’s website (www.edu.gov.on.ca) where they can download an application form 

and find further information. Please note that the deadline for application is February 16, 2007. The board 

is expected to be operational in spring 2007. 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/

