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OCSTA MEETINGS AT A GLANCE 

  

Event 
Date 

  

OCSTA/OCSBOA Finance Seminar 

 Featured Topics Include: 

Current Funding Issues Facing School Boards 

Legal Realities for School Boards 

The Current Economic Climate and its Impact on School Boards  

Featured Guest Speakers Include: 

  

Avery Shenfeld 

Managing Director and Senior Economist, 

CIBC World Markets 

  

Peter Lauwers 

Miller Thomson LLP 

  

April 20, 2006 

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

London Hilton Hotel 

  

Visit the OCSTA website for program 

and registration information: 

www.ocsta.on.ca  

  

  

First Nations Trustees Advisory Council Meeting 

Featured Speaker: 

Keith Lickers 

Coordinator – Aboriginal Education Policy Unit, Ministry of Education 

“Background and Framework for Aboriginal Education in Ontario” 

  

April 20, 2006 

3:30 p.m. 

London Hilton Hotel 

Room: Duke of Albany 

  

  

OCSTA Annual General Meeting & Conference 

The Spirit is Alive:  Renewing the Face of the Earth 

  

  

April 20-22, 2006 

London Hilton Hotel 

  

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/


  

  

2006 BUDGET ANNOUNCEMENT 

On March 23 the provincial government delivered its 2006 Budget entitled “Building Opportunity.”  Following are 

highlights from the 2006 Budget that are pertinent to education.   

 The government is: 

 increasing Grants for Student Needs (GSN) funding to school boards in 2006-07 by $424 million from the 
previous year, to $17.3 billion;  

 providing more than $200 million in 2006-07, beyond funding provided through GSN, for specific 
programs to increase literacy and math levels and high school graduation rates;  

 creating a leadership institute to support principals and other system leaders in focusing on success for 
students;  

 implementing the next steps in achieving a cap of 20 students per class for junior kindergarten to Grade 3, 
including the hiring of more elementary school teachers;  

 implementing measures in 2006-07 to support continued improvement in literacy and math outcomes, 
including targeted assistance to low-performing schools;  

 introducing new measures in 2006-07 to implement the Learning to 18 strategy, including the creation of 
partnerships between high schools, the community and post-secondary programs to help students 
achieve success;  

Featured Speakers Include: 

  

The Hon. Gerard Kennedy 

Minister of Education 

 

 

Dr. James Orbinski, St. Michael’s Hospital 

Former President,  Doctors Without Borders 

  

James McCracken 

Director of Education, Ottawa-Carleton CSB 

  

Liz Sandals, MPP 

Chair, Safe Schools Action Team 

Hosted by: 

The London DCSB 

  

Visit the OCSTA website for program 

and registration information: 

www.ocsta.on.ca  

  

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/


 continuing to support school boards to undertake additional projects, including school construction, 
facility repairs and renewal, under Phase II of the $4 billion Good Places to Learn initiative announced in 
February 2005;  

 working closely with school boards to review board business practices and implement strategies to ensure 
the effective use of education funding;   

 reforming special education by focusing on good outcomes for all students. 

The government has also announced through the Budget that, in the absence of sustained federal funding support, 

the Province will use the final federal payment through the Early Learning and Child Care agreement to support the 

child care system.  The government will allocate $63.5 million per year over the remaining life of the original 

agreement, from 2006-07 to 2009-10. 

OCSTA President, Paul C. Whitehead, issued the following statement regarding the Budget:  “The 2006 Budget 

announcement of an additional $424 million for education reaffirms the government’s commitment to its multi-

year funding strategy.  OCSTA is concerned, however, that the education priorities identified in the Budget do not 

include an increased ability for school boards to pay teachers what they are required to pay.  As a result, we expect 

that a number of school boards will face serious challenges in balancing their 2006-07 budgets.” 

OCSTA awaits and will carefully study further details regarding actual allocations within and outside of Grants for 

Student Needs in order to assess their full impact on school boards.  

For more information:  Carol Devine, Director, Legislative and Political Affairs, ext. 24, cdevine@ocsta.on.ca 

AGM & CONFERENCE EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT ENDS MARCH 30 

Trustees and board staff who plan on attending the 2006 OCSTA AGM & Conference are encouraged to 

register now to receive the early-bird discount on registration fees.  Discount Deadline: March 30. 

The London District Catholic School Board will host this year’s event at the Hilton London Hotel.  Our 

2006 theme is “The Spirit is Alive:  Renewing the Face of the Earth.” During the Conference key note 

speakers and workshop leaders will examine topics that are designed to share timely perspectives on 

the role of Catholic school trustees and educators in leading and inspiring students to make a difference 

in our world. 

Keynote speakers include: 

Opening Ceremony, April 20 

Dr. James Orbinski 

Research Scientist and former President of Doctors Without Borders. 

  

During his research for a practical, in-depth understanding of what constitutes well-being and health, at 

the age of 39, Dr. Orbinski became President of the world’s largest independent medical humanitarian 

mailto:cdevine@ocsta.on.ca


organization, Doctors Without Borders and accepted the Nobel Peace Prize for the work of the 

organization.  He has been involved in many of the most complex humanitarian emergencies of our era. 

  

Friday, April 21 

The Hon. Gerard Kennedy 

Minister of Education 

The Minister will provide an update on government priorities and will address delegate questions 

following his presentation. 

Saturday, April 22 

James G. McCracken 

Director of Education 

Ottawa-Carleton CSB 

  

James McCracken will review and discuss the CCSTA publication Build Bethlehem Everywhere and the 

timely messages it presents for Catholic school board leaders and educators. 

Workshop Topics and Presenters: 

Stewards in Catholic Education 

 Corrie Gicante, Monica Gagner and Richard Renneboog - London DCSB  

Safe Schools Act 

 Liz Sandals, MPP and Chair of the Safe Schools Action Team  

A New Vision for Secondary Schools 

 Grant Clarke, Director, Secondary School Policy and Programs Branch, Ministry of Education  

Student Trustee Workshop:  Student Retreats 

 Patrick Duncan (Student Trustee) and JoAnn MacGregor -  London DCSB  



For more detailed information about the Conference program, registration fees, room accommodations 

and spousal programs, please visit the OCSTA website or click on the following link: 

 http://www.ocsta.on.ca/default2.asp?active_page_id=76 

  

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK: APRIL 30 – MAY 5, 
2006 

 In February, the Association distributed Catholic Education Week (CEW) resource kits to every member 

board. CEW kits are filled with prayers, activities and communications materials to help school 

communities celebrate the gift of Catholic education.  Resource kits may also be downloaded directly 

from the OCSTA website.  Please click on the following link for more information: 

 www.ocsta.on.ca/cew2006 

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/default2.asp?active_page_id=76
http://www.ocsta.on.ca/cew2006

