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Semi-monthly news updates for OCSTA members and partners in Catholic Education  

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

OCSTA New Trustees’ Seminar 

Friday January 12 – Saturday January 13, 2007  

  

 Address by the Minister of Education, The 
Honourable Kathleen Wynne  

 Courage to Serve Faith Development 
Seminar, presented by Karen Connolly and 
Michael Saver  

 Clarifying the Role of the Trustee, Staff and 
“The Board”, presented by Hicks Morley 
Hamilton Stewart Storie LLP  

Please visit the OCSTA website at 
www.ocsta.on.ca to view more program 
and registration details for the New 
Trustees’ Seminar or contact Pam 
Denobrega at OCSTA, (416)932-9460, ext. 
34, email -  pdenobrega@ocsta.on.ca. 

FINANCE BRIEF HIGHLIGHTS SHARED WITH MINISTRY OFFICIALS  

 

On November 27, OCSTA president, Bernard Murray, OCSTA 
Director of Legislative and Political Affairs, Carol Devine and Simcoe 
Muskoka CDSB Associate Director of Education - Business and 
Finance, Peter Derochie, joined other key provincial education 
stakeholders in a meeting with the Minister of Education’s 
Parliamentary Assistant, Liz Sandals, MPP, and other senior Ministry 
officials as part of the government’s pre-budget consultation process.  

Funding increases and new initiatives to support student success 
reflect the government’s commitment to enhancing public education in 
Ontario and this was acknowledged by Bernard Murray during the 
meeting. The current context for education funding in Ontario, 
however, is also shaped by the fact that many school boards are 
experiencing significant financial problems as a result of inadequate 

 
l-r: OCSTA President, Bernard Murray;  

Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of 

Education,, Liz Sandals, MPP; OPSBA 

President, Rick Johnson. 
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benchmarks in formulae that fund education basics. Following are a 
number of key Association recommendations outlined by OCSTA’s 
president during this discussion:  

(Photo courtesy of OPSBA). 

 Salaries:For many Catholic school boards there remains a shortfall in funding for actual preparation time 
provided to elementary teachers. In addition, at the secondary level, the cost of providing the actual 
number of credits taken by secondary students is not recognized. OCSTA recommends that the provincial 
funding model for 2007-08 and future years reflect the actual cost of employee salaries.  

 Employee Benefits: The gap between the actual cost of employee benefits and funding allocated for this 
cost continues to exist. The funding formula must be enhanced to enable school boards to recognize the 
current costs of employee benefits.  

 Special Education: Benchmarks within the SEPPA allocation must be reviewed and updated to 
reflect real board costs, particularly at the secondary level. OCSTA also recommends that a 
research and review process be developed by the Ministry to confirm the validity of, or track 
changes in, current rates of students with high needs and to inform future funding decisions. 

 Student Transportation: Catholic school boards have been struggling for many years to 

maintain adequate transportation services with far less than adequate funding. The Association 
recommends that the Ministry of Education immediately re-engage in the process of developing 
an equitable and adequate transportation funding formula that meets actual needs for student 
transportation. 

 Aboriginal Students:  Gaps in Aboriginal student achievement must be addressed.  OCSTA 

urges the government to provide funding for initiatives that will support aboriginal student 
success. 

 Capital: The School Renewal Grant must be reviewed and refined to provide the funding 
necessary to ensure that all schools meet minimum provincial standards for health and safety and 
accessibility, the demands of Ministry approved programs, and local jurisdictional requirements. 
OCSTA also recommends that the benchmarks for funding capital programs be regularly updated 
through the use of a regional construction price index such as the Non-Residential Construction 
Price Index. 

 Declining Enrolment: OCSTA recommends that the Ministry of Education immediately convene 

a task force to examine the impact of declining enrolment in school boards and recommend long-
term strategies to deal with this issue. In the meantime, additional relief to school boards facing 
declining enrolment should be provided through enhancements to the Declining Enrolment 
Adjustment Grant. 

 Provincial Advisory Committee on Funding Benchmarks:OCSTA recommends the creation 

of a provincial advisory committee, including representatives from provincial education 
associations and Ministry officials. This committee would monitor on an ongoing basis the status 
and impact of the funding formula and provide advice to the Minister accordingly.  

OCSTA emphasized the need for board flexibility and autonomy within the funding structure.  Catholic 

boards fully appreciate the increase in funding that this government has provided to school boards over 

the past three years.  A substantial amount of this money, however, has been provided to school boards 

to support key government priorities, including primary class size reductions, student success initiatives 

and lower drop out rates.  These are all laudable initiatives and the Association acknowledges the 

government's commitment to students through these efforts.  However, lack of flexibility within the model 

can be problematic, particularly for Catholic school boards who must fund those aspects of their programs 



that are distinctively Catholic from regular Ministry allocations, e.g. secondary school chaplains, adult faith 

animators, school chapels, student retreats, etc. 

A Provincial Advisory Committee of stakeholders and Ministry staff, as recommended by OCSTA, could 

monitor the issue of spending flexibility within the funding formula as a whole and provide advice to the 

Minister. 

OCSTA looks forward to presenting the Finance Brief to the Assistant Deputy Minister and her staff, and 

to the Standing Committee on Finance and Economic Affairs during the Pre-Budget Consultations in 

January, 2007.  

OCSTA's 2006 Finance Brief is available on the OCSTA website (www.ocsta.on.ca) or please click on the 

link below: 

OCSTA's 2006 Finance Brief 

For more information, please contact: Carol Devine, at OCSTA, 416-932-9460, ext. 24.  

INSTITUTE FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM  

 

Over 500 representatives from Catholic school 

boards and associations from across the 

province attended the recent Catholic 

Education Symposium – Navigating in 

Turbulent Waters, Together in Faith. The 

event, sponsored by the Institute for Catholic 

Education, set forth as its purpose the 

following:  

1. To name the questions within the 
Church and Culture that are shaping 
Catholic education  

2. To discern what makes and keeps us 
Catholic within Catholic schools  

3. To study the changing nature and role 
of the Ontario Catholic school in a 
multi-faith society  

4. To engage in dialogue concerning the 
challenges facing Ontario public 
Catholic education today  

 
Rev. Ron Rolheiser, OMI  

http://www.ocsta.on.ca/
http://www.ocsta.on.ca/pdf/Finance%20Brief%20Nov.17-06.pdf


Setting the context for the rich and productive discussions that shaped the two-day event, was opening 

speaker, Rev. Ron RolheIsier, OMI. Rev. Rolheiser is an accomplished theologian, teacher, writer and current 

president of the Oblate School of Theology. His presentation “Beyond Liberal and Conservative: What Does it 

Mean to Be Catholic in a World, a Church, and a Catholic School System as Diverse as Ours” provided 

delegates with much to think about and discuss in terms of what it means to be Catholic and what we are 

called to do as “men and women of faith and compassion” (Jim Wallis).  

In addition to Rev. Rolheiser’s address, Symposium delegates were able to listen and respond to the following 

presentations:  

 Navigating Through Character Education, Teaching Religious Education and Monitoring Catholic 
Distinctiveness, Ann Perron, Director of Education, Catholic District School Board of Eastern Ontario  

 Navigating Re-imagined Pastoral Practices to Sustain Home/School/Parish Relationships, Bishop Paul-
Andre Durocher, Diocese of Alexandria-Cornwall  

 What the next 100 Years Will Bring!, Rev. Ron Rolheiser, OMI  

 Navigating Further Challenges for Ontario Catholic Education (moderated by CPCO Executive Director, Lou 
Rocha). Panel presenters and topics:  

o OCSOA – the admission of non-Catholic children to Catholic elementary schools  
o OCSTA – funding issues  
o OECTA – The efforts of other religious groups to obtain government funding for their schools  

 Sustaining the Dialogues at the Local Level – Launch of the provincial initiative: “Our Catholic Schools 
2006-07: A Discussion on Ontario’s Catholic Schools,” Carol Devine, Director, Legislative and Political 
Affairs, OCSTA.  

The Symposium concluded on Saturday, November 24 with a beautiful Celebration of the Eucharist to 

commemorate 20 years of the Institute for Catholic Education. Mass was celebrated by Bishop Paul-Andre 

Durocher and the homily was delivered by Monsignor Dennis Murphy. Music was performed by members of 

the Toronto Catholic District School Board.  

OCSTA appreciated being a participant at this year’s event and would like to acknowledge the tremendous 

work of the Symposium’s Master of Ceremonies, John Watts, the ICE Symposium planning committee, John 

Boles (LDCSB) and ICE staff. The Association would like to extend a special note of appreciation to Sr. Joan 

Cronin, Executive Director of ICE, for her vision and leadership in developing and bringing about this year’s 

ICE Symposium. 

 

Monsignor, Dennis Murphy (far right) and Thunder Bay CDSB trustee 
Doug Demeo (2nd from left) with guests at a discussion table. 

 

Bishop Paul-Andre Durocher, Diocese of Alexandria-Cornwall 



 

Sue Wilson, Trustee, CDSB of Eastern Ontario; Mary Ann Martin, 
Chair, Durham CDSB; Sr. Joan Cronin, Exec. Director, ICE; and 
Bishop Peter J. Hundt. 

 

OCSTA Vice-President, Paula Peroni (at microphone) 



OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 2006-07  

 

In 2000, OCSTA launched the first Our Catholic Schools province-wide discussion to encourage students, 

parents, teachers, board staff, parish community members and other partners in Catholic education to 

discuss and articulate the essence of Catholic education and the community’s concerns and aspirations 

for the future of Catholic schools. That exercise generated over 3,000 responses and helped to inform the 

Association’s provincial communication and advocacy strategy. At the recent 2006 ICE Symposium on 

November 24, this dialogue was launched again this time by Ontario’s partners in Catholic education, 

under the auspices of the Institute for Catholic Education. ICE partners include OCSTA, Ontario 

Conference of Catholic Bishops, Ontario English Catholic Teachers’ Association, Ontario Catholic 

Principals’ Council of Ontario, Ontario Catholic Supervisory Officers’ Association, Ontario Catholic School 

Business Officials’ Association, and the Ontario Association of Parents in Catholic Education.  

The Our Catholic Schools 2006-07 Discussion Kit will serve as an easy to use local follow-up to the ICE 

Symposium--a way to ensure that the dialogue begun at the Symposium continues.  Increasing 

awareness of what Catholic schools are really all about, and what they contribute to our society is an 

important step in broadening and deepening support for our Cathoilc schools. The dialogue sparked by 

the Discussion will generate messages about Catholic education which can later be shared with the 

broader community and used to inform specific communication and advocacy strategies. 

Every English Catholic school board in Ontario has been provided with an Our Catholic Schools 2006-07 

Discussion Kit – both in print and electronic format. The Discussion Kit contains 10 different handouts, 

which include opening and closing prayers, a guide to leading a group discussion, discussion points, 

resource materials, PowerPoint slides, the forms for both the group and individual discussion reports, and 

further reading materials. These documents can also be downloaded directly from OCSTA’s website at 

www.ocsta.on.ca. Boards are strongly encouraged to share these kits with their principals and School 

Council Chairs and to promote their use. 

Catholic school councils are an important part of this discussion process, as parents, students, teachers, 

principals, school staff, parish and community members who make up our Catholic school councils 

represent groups most personally and closely involved in the enterprise of Catholic education. Other 

interested groups that should be targeted by boards for distribution of kits, include parish councils, youth 

groups and Catholic organizations such as the Catholic Women’s League and the Knights of Columbus.  

Timeline and Process 

It is anticipated that discussions will begin to take place now and will continue through to the end of March 

2007. Collation and review of participant responses will occur at the local board level. Each board has 

been provided with an easy to use Collating and Summary Report Guide that will support the preparation 

of a formatted board summary report that will provide meaningful information to ICE. This information will 

then be used by ICE to prepare a provincial summary report during the summer (2007). 

Speak Up for Catholic Education! 

The Our Catholic Schools 2006-07 Discussion Kit signals the beginning of a significant provincial 

dialogue about the distinctiveness, value and future of Catholic education in this province. Wide 

participation in this discussion will help to ensure a well-informed, energized and articulate Catholic 



community that can stand up and speak out for Catholic education whenever the opportunity or need 

arises. Please encourage all members of your education community, and the broader Catholic community 

within your jurisdiction, to participate in the discussion on Our Catholic Schools. For more information, 

please contact 

Carol Devine (ext. 24) or Sharon McMillan (ext. 32) at OCSTA,416-932-9460.  

OCSTA IN THE MEDIA  

 

Aging schools on the block again 

Kingston Whig-Standard  

Wednesday, November 1, 2006  

Some crumbling, half-empty community schools across Ontario will likely be on the chopping block next 
year after the province lifted its three-year moratorium on school closures yesterday.  

Education Minister Kathleen Wynne said Ontario school boards should look at closing those older schools 
that are too expensive to repair, starting early next year.  

"It's not worth it to keep repairing and throwing money into those schools because there is just too much 
to be done - the roof's gone, the boiler's out of date, the floor's coming up," Wynne said after touring the 
year-old Oscar Peterson Public School in Mississauga. "We really have to get at those schools."  

Closing those schools will make way for an estimated 100 new schools to be built in the next few years, 
she said. Those new schools won't just be in high-growth areas around Toronto, she added.  

"There are schools in North Bay that are full, that have a vital life but the buildings are not in good enough 
shape," Wynne said.  

"We need to be looking everywhere around the province and asking boards to identify those schools."  

The province is setting guidelines for school closures, requiring boards to consult for at least seven 
months with the affected community before a school shuts its doors for good, Wynne said.  

School boards must also take into account the value of a school to a community before it's closed, she 
said.  

Although school boards went through years of acrimonious closures under the previous Conservative 
government - prompting the Liberals' three-year moratorium - many welcomed the chance to go ahead 
with further closures.  

Jim Grieve, director of education at the Peel District School Board, said boards across the province are 
grappling with schools that are either half-empty with three grades in one classroom or overflowing with 
portable classrooms.  

"It's hurting us in many areas to run schools at 100 to 150 kids," said Grieve. "We have elementary 
schools in the north with 1,500 students, which we would never plan. You really don't want a school that 
large."  



Rick Johnson, president of the Ontario Public School Boards Association, said lifting the moratorium will 
help boards deal with the backlog of school closures and construction plans that have built up over the 
years.  

"We're happy to see this," Johnson said. "We've been waiting a long time for it. It allows boards to move 
forward."  

Still, some said it will cost boards more in the long run. Bernard Murray, president of the Ontario 
Catholic School Trustees' Association, said boards will spend precious money keeping a half- 
empty school open through the long consultation period the province has imposed.  

"It creates a significant financial and budgetary concern for boards, especially when there is 
inadequate funding there," he said. "It's going to take significant board staff time."  

Critics at the Ontario legislature accused the government of playing a shell game. Conservative Leader 
John Tory said the Liberals have given cash-strapped boards the green light to close schools without 
giving them the money to build new ones.  

"What you'll find is school boards who will decide not to borrow the money to build new schools but who 
may decide - because they have to - to close crumbling old schools," Tory said.  

"It's the worst of all worlds." New Democrat Rosario Marchese said boards haven't seen a fraction of the 
money the Liberals promised for new school construction in exchange for shutting down community 
schools.  

"They're just re-announcing the same money over and over again," he said. "They're not building 
anything."  

 

 



Are Liberals the right ones to teach character? 

CP 

St. Catharines Standard, Sudbury Star, The Daily Post (Lindsay), The Sun Times (Owen Sound), The 

Examiner (Peterborough), Standard-Freeholder (Cornwall), Sarnia Observer Saturday, October 21, 2006  

I have grown, regrettably and under protest, old enough to remember the days when teachers taught 

character education with help from a hardwood pointer, a yard-stick and a strap.  

You were told (and we're talking first-hand recollection here) to hold your hands out over the top of your 

desk, palms down, while the teacher used one or the other on your knuckles for real or imagined 

misbehaviour.  

My first history teacher kept a basket of Indian rubber balls beside her desk, which she dipped into 

frequently and heaved at students who spoke out of turn or nodded off.  

Though such corporal punishment was in disrepute by the time I reached Grade 6, its purpose, we were 

always told, had been for our own good.  

Teachers in those days took seriously their presumed responsibility to enforce community values such as 

respect, personal responsibility, effort, attendance and good behaviour.  

They still do.  

About a year ago, a kid unthinkingly, but not maliciously, stabbed a Popsicle stick at my middle son's face 

during some classroom foolery. Both were hauled down to the principal's office and required to write a 

one-page essay about what happened, why it was dangerous and how they would handle things 

differently next time.  

The knuckle-rapping I got as a kid was probably less painful.  

But schools do, and to a large degree have always, attempted to ensure the character of the children who 

come through their doors conforms to community values.  

Earlier this week, Premier Dalton McGuinty announced plans to spend $2 million over the next year to 

formalize such teachings through a new "Character Development Initiative - a program that makes 

character building an integral part of learning."  

The province will spend the next year creating "teams" of school officials, teachers, parents, students and 

experts and gather recommendations to use in the September 2007 school year.  

McGuinty sees a need to increase the "civility level" in schools and believes teaching "shared community 

values such as respect, fairness, honesty and responsibility" will help cultivate attributes "that build a 

more compassionate, enlightened and dynamic society."  

The announcement keeps a Liberal election promise to make character education part of the Ontario 

curriculum (with a provincial election campaign less than a year away, the Liberals have begun to exhibit 

the single-minded determination of shiftless husbands on a Christmas Eve shopping binge).  

However, a couple aspects of this particular announcement deserve illumination.  



To begin with, McGuinty's own struggles with keeping his promises and the often atrocious behaviour of 

MPPs in the Legislature set a horrible example for any school kid.  

He promised, for example, he wouldn't raise taxes and almost immediately did so once in office.  

"McGuinty's got a lot of nerve talking about character when he's squandered his over the last three 

years," observed NDP critic and Niagara Centre MPP Peter Kormos.  

John Tory, the Conservative Opposition leader, notes he's subjected daily to "absolutely disgraceful" 

insults, cat calls and personal attacks from government ministers and MPPs, (though there are several in 

his own caucus who can dish it out).  

"The very first thing they should do is take some of the material they're going to fund with the money and 

give it out at their own caucus and have a test and see who passes and who fails because right now 

there'd be a lot of F's given out," Tory said.  

Few would disagree with the motherhood and apple pie sentiments underlying McGuinty's character 

development initiative.  

But given the struggles boards currently face with deficits, inadequate funding for ESL classes, busing 

costs and other challenges, will spending $2 million on character development (about $11 per student per 

year or less than a penny a day) buy much more than we've already got?  

Students are already exposed to extensive curriculum material on recycling, multiculturalism, tolerance, 

sharing, fair play and respect, honesty and responsibility.  

In the Catholic school system, there is also faith-based curriculum, has been for 150 years.  

"The whole emphasis has been on developing the whole child - academic, physical and spiritual 

development," said Bernard Murray, president of the Ontario Catholic School Trustees' 

Association.  

"These values are based on the teachings of Jesus and found in the Gospels," Murray said and 

Catholic boards presume any new money or curriculum will conform to their existing faith-based 

teachings.  

Finally, Tory raises the point that society increasingly and wrong- headedly expects institutions, not 

families, to instill values, respect and responsibility in young people.  

"That's where I got the values I carry with me today," he said. "Sure I was helped along by things I 

learned from teachers and Sunday school and Boy Scouts and all the rest, but I learned at home."  

James Wallace is the Queen's Park bureau chief for the Osprey News Network. Contact the writer at: 

jwallace@ospreymedialp.com.  

 

 

 



Premier's Awards for Teaching Excellence  

This fall the Premier announced a new recognition program called “The Premier’s Awards for Teaching 

Excellence” to honour the extraordinary work of teachers, support staff, principals and vice-principals, and 

celebrate their positive impact on student learning and achievement.  

Fourteen recipients will receive awards in 10 different categories. Nominations may be submitted by any 

person having knowledge of the nominee’s contributions. Trustees, staff, students, members of the parent 

community and business persons are encouraged to consider and submit nominations to acknowledge 

teaching excellence in their communities.  

Nominations close January 31, 2007. For more information please visit 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/teachingawards/index.html or call  
(905) 665-4367/email:eduservice@ppfd.com 
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